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U.N. rejects freeze on Bosnia charges 

the HAGUE (R) — The chief prosecutor for the U.N. criminal 
tribunal for former Yugoslavia said on Monday he had rejected a 
Russian request to freeze genocide charges against two prominent 
Bosnian Serb leaders. Richard Goldstone told reporters in the 
Hague that the Russian ambassador to the Netherlands had asked 
the tribunal on Sunday whether it would freeze its proceedings 
against Radovan Karadzic and Bosnian Serb military chief Ratko 
Mladic. Mr. Go Ids tone said he had no hesitation in turning down 
the request because the Russians had given no reasons for making 
it. “I could conceive of absolutely no reasons to justify either 
bringing such an application or asking a trial chamber to consider 
it. "I found it a most unusual request and it was put in 3 most 
unusual way. Absolutely no reasons were given by the ambassa- 
dor. I don 1 know what was behind it." Asked to speculate on why 
the Russians made the request, Mr. Goldstone said it could have 
been connened with the French ultimatum to the Bosnian Serbs 
for information on the fate of two French air force pilots shot down 
three months ^go. 
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V Clashes on Saodi-Yemen border reported 



Adfa UfRl -r * -Saudi Arabian and Yemeni forces dashed along 
their disputed border last week despite an accord to settle the 
long-standing dispute. Yemeni sources close to the government 
said on Monday. Several people, including soldiers from born 
sides, were wounded in the clashes in Al Kharakhir. along the 
border between Saudi Arabia, Yemen and Oman, the sources 
said. Parts of the long Yemeni-Saudi border have oil and gas 
deposits. Western oil industry experts say. Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen readied a border accord iast February following three 
months of military dashes and exchanges of insults and accusa- 
tions. This was followed by several rounds of talks between joint 
economic, political and demarcation committees to resolve the 
issue and normalise lies. Links between the two neighbours have 
been tense since Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait when Yemen, then 
a member of the U.N. Security Council, voted against sanctioning 
the Gulf war. 
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Syrian vice-president 
to visit Paris 

, PARIS (AFP) — Syrian 
. Vice-President Abdul Halim 
; Khaddam will make a four- 
day official visit to Paris next 
week, during which he wifi 
meet President Jacques Chir- 
ac, officials said Monday. 
Mr. Khaddam will stay here 
from Dec. 18-22, in the first 
such high-level visit for sever- 
al years. Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette recently 
announced plans to visit 
Damascus to strengthen bi- 
lateral relations. 

Turkey expels 50 
; Islamists from 
army 

ANKARA (AFP) — Fifty 
pro-Islamic officers and non- 
commissioned officers have 
been expelled from Turkey's 
: armed forces for “lack of 
discipline.*' the Supreme 
Military Council said Mon- 
. day. In a statement after its 
Monday meeting, it said: “It 
has been decided to cut the 
: links of 18 officers and 32 
' non-commissioned officers 
with the Turkish armed 
forces due to their morality 
situation and lack of disci- 
pline." Well-informed 
sources indicated that the 
sacked servicemen were 
alleged to have been sym- 
. pathetic to the pro-Islamist 
Welfare Party, which is 
favoured to win parliamen- 
tary elections on Dec. 24. 

Jordan, Israel to 
cooperate in 
caring 

for handicapped 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chief 
rhamberlalo Prince Ra’d 
3en Zeid on Monday confer- 
red at his office in the Royal 
2ourt with a delegation rep- 
enting the Uan Society for 
he care of handicapped chil- 
Iren in Israel about prospects 
)f Jordanian- Israeli coopera- 
ion in rehabilitating hand- 
capped children. The two 
"rides agreed to form a joint 
. :;ommittee to draw up ideas 
'ind proposals for launching a 
'campaign to raise donations 
or the handicapped in both 
'xmntries. The delegation la- 
:er visited the Jordan Sports 
Federation for the Handicap- 
sed and a school for the blind 
uid listened to briefings by 
?rince Ra'd about their acti- 
•'rities and services to the 
landicapped children. 

Lebanon refuses 
Israeli demand 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon, 
icting with Syria, has turned 
Jown an Israeli request to 
dace early warning stations 
jn Lebanese territory, De- 
ence Minister Mohsen Dal- 
ul said in statements publ- 
ished Monday. Mr. Dallul 
lid not say when the request 
vas made but stressed both 
Israel and the United States, 
he key sponsor of Middle 
East peace talks, were in- 
ormed of Beirut's rejection, 
-ebanon took the decision 
n line with a “brotherhood, 
^operation and coordination 
reaty" it signed with Syria in 
1991, Mr. Daliui said. 

Morocco and U.S. 
discuss peace 

SABAT (R) — U.S. Assis- 
ant Secretary of State 
Robert Pelletreau and 
vforoccan Prime Minister 
^bdul Latif Filali held talks 
mi Monday believed to cover 
.Middle East peace and the 
' italemate in Western Sahara. 

■ Moroccan officials said Mr. 
Pelletreau, who arrived on 
: Sunday for a two-day visit, 
■vas also due to meet King 
Hassan. The Moroccan news 
agency MAP quoted Mr, Pel- 
ietreau as saying in Washing- 
ton last week that his talks in 
Morocco and Tunisia would 
Mver the Middle East peace 
process, the Western Sahara, 
economic relations, the re- 
=em elections in Algeria and 
the Bosnia peace plan. He 
also expressed U.S. concern 
about the delay in holding a 
U.N. referendum in Western 
Sahara and said he would 
explore ways to speed up the 
process of voter registration 
in the disputed territory, 
MAP reported from 
Washington. 


Clinton reports Syrian 
pledge of cooperation 
to advance peace effort 

U.S. president, after talks with Peres, 
announces fresh Christopher mission 
Israel is ready for unconditional restart 
of negotiations with Syria, Barak says 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad has pledged to “do his 
best to move the peace pro- 
cess forward,” U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton said Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Assad made the 
pledge during a telephone 
conversation with the U.S. 
president that was held as 
Mr. Clinton met with Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
at the White House. 

Mr. Clinton told reporters 
at a joint news conference 
with Mr. Peres that Mr. 
Assad had also agreed to 
meet with U.S. Secretary of* 
State Warren Christopher 
next week to discuss future 
steps. 

Mr. Assad “agreed to my 
proposal that Secretary Chri- 
topher travel to the region 
next week to consult with him 
on the next steps we will take 
together," Mr. Clinton said. 


Peace talks between Syria 
and Israel broke down in 
June over security arrange- 
ments that would follow a 
possible Israeli withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights. 

Mr. Christopher is to de- 
part on Thursday for the 
Middle East after attending 
the Bosnia peace accord sign- 
ing in Paris. 

“We agree that to close the 
circle of peace it will take 
more intensive and more 
practical negotiations,” Mr. 
Clinton said in the joint news 
conference with Mr. Peres. 
“Each side will need to make 
a greater effort to take into 
account the other's con- 
cerns." 

Mr. Peres said that “Syria, 
together with us, stands in a 
unique position to contribute 
to a peaceful Middle East” 
and vowed to proceed “full 
speed ahead” to resolve the 
two side's differences. 


The United States has been 
working with both sides to 
find a way to bring peace to 
the region. 

“We are determined that 
nothing, nothing will deter us 
from this task in the weeks 
and the months ahead,” Mr. 
Clinton said. 

Before meeting Mr. Peres 
on Monday, Mr. Clinton said 
“I am very much looking 
forward to continue our work 
on the peace process and 
continue our strong part- 
nership." 

It was the first meeting 
between the two leaders since 
Mr. Peres took over as head 
of government from assassin- 
ated Yitzhak Rabin. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ehud Barak said, meanwhile, 
Israel was offering an uncon- 
ditional resumption of its 
stalled peace negotiations 

{Continued on page 7i 


West Bank withdrawal 
gets ahead of timetable 


RAMALLAH (Agencies) — 
The first Palestinian police 
arrived here Monday as the 
Israeli army's pullback on the 
West Bank picked up pace 
with the announcement they 
would depart ahead of time 
from the largest town, Nab- 
lus. 

An Israeli police spokes- 
man said 13 Jewish settlers 
were detained for questioning 
on Monday after they defied 
an army ban on the entry of 
Israelis into Nablus. 

The settlers were trying to 
get into a seminary at 
Joseph's Tomb in the town. 

The army ban was issued 
on Sunday ahead -of a plan- 
ned Israeli army redeploy- 
ment from Nablus, scheduled 
for Wednesday and Thurs- 
day. -.j 

Nablus, home to some 
130,000 Palestinians, is the 
largest West Bank town to 
come under self-rule. The 
city has been a centre of 
unrest with almost daily 
clashes between Palestinian 
stone-throwers and Israeli 
soldiers. 

Brigadier-General Ziad Al 
Atrash, head of the Palesti- 
nian side of the liaison com- 


mittee with Israel said 
Palestinian police would res- 
tore law and order to Nablus 
{after Israel pulls out. 

“Police will strike with an 
iron fist against anybody who 
tries to meddle in the security 
of Nablus," Gen. Atrash told 
Israel radio. 

General Atrash raised the 
Palestinian flag next to the 
star of David in the counyard 
of the new coordination 
office for the area, made up 
of a dozen trailers next to the 
Israeli army .base at the 
northern entrance to Ramal- 
lah. 

“The start of the redeploy- 
ment in Ramallah, after the 
withdrawal from Tulkarm, 
proves the Israeli side re- 
spects the commitments it 
had made with us,” Gen. 
Atrash said. 

About 400 Palestinians 
danced and sang as 13 Pales- 
tine National Authority 
(PNA) policemen opened a 
security liaison office with 
Israel on the outskins of the 
town of Ramallah as a first 
step towards an Israeli army 
pullout from the city later this 
month. 

Under a self-rule deal 


signed with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
in Washington in September, 
Israel is scheduled to quit six 
West Bank towns and hand 
over civilian authority in hun- 
dreds of villages before the 
year's end. The army’s pull- 
out from parts of the seventh 
city. Hebron, is scheduled to 
take place in March, 1996. 

Israeli troops have already 
handed over control of the 
northern towns of Jenin and 
Tulkarm. 

Palestinian police are sche- 
duled to take over the town 
of Kalkilya on Sunday and 
Bethlehem next Monday. 

In Hebron. Israeli soldiers 
evicted about 20 Jewish set- 
tlers who tried to squat in an 
empty Arab-owned house, 
wintesses said. 

Hebron is the only West 
Bank city where Jews live 
among some 120,000 Palesti- 
nians. Israel will hand over 
parts of the city to the PNA 
in March 1996. 

Ten Palestinian police 
officers also arrived in the 
town of Beit Jalla to reinforce 
policemen at the Bethlehem 

(Continued on page 7) 


Assassin says he had received 
rabbis’ approval to kill Rabin 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Assas- 
sin Yigal Amir said he re- 
ceived the approval of Israeli 
rabbis to kill Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and would do 
it again, according to state- 
ments he made to police pub- 
lished on Monday. 

“I received the blessing of 
religious leaders,” said Amir, 
25, whose trial on charges of 
premeditated murder and 
aggravated assault begins in a 
Tel Aviv court on Dec. 19. 

Amir's confession to 
police, which was printed in 
the Yediot Aharonot news- 
paper, is the basis of the 
— osecution’s case against the 
wish law student. 

He has admitted to shoot- 
ing Mr. Rabin at a Tel Aviv 
peace rally on Nov. 4 to try to 
thwart the accord estab- 
lishing Palestinian autonomy 
in the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank. 

Amir admitted to being 
influenced by Baruch Gold- 
stein, the Jewish settler who 
gunned down 30 Palestinians 
praying at the Ibrahimi Mos- 
tue in Hebron in February 
.994. 

“I acted by religious im- 
perative: protect Israel 
against the traitor Rabin, as 


have stipulated numerous 
rabbis who fear for the fixture 
of Israel's land and its peo- 
ple," he assassin said. 

“I acted for God, for the 
people and for the land. I 
hope that it will be useful. I 
spoke to many people about 
my intention to kill Rabin," 
he added. 

When asked by investiga- 
tors: “Who gave you the reli- 
gious benediction?" Amir re- 
sponded: “I received the 
blessing of religious leaders. ” 

— “Can you tell us who 
these religious leaders are?” 

— “No.” 

— “Why?" 

— “That is enough.” 

— “Did the act of Baruch 
Goldstein influence you?” 

— “Yes. My goal was to 
end the deterioration of the 
situation. I regret nothing, 
and would even do it again." 

Amir said the idea to kill 
the prime minister came to 
him after Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) signed the 
Palestinian autonomy accord 
in Sept 1993. He also ex- 
plained to investigators bow 
he assassinated the prime 
minister. 

“I went out that night 


(Nov. 4) with the intention of 
killing Rabin, to shut him up 
politically with my revolver,” 
Amir told police. 

“I saw that there was no 
one else to do it, so I decided 
to do it myself before some 
crazy person did it, that 
would have had less impact 
and would not have stopped 
the so-called peace process.” 
He said he prayed at his 
synagogue before the assas- 
sination, “asking God to kill 
the prime minister.” 

Amir also provided details 
about bow he was able to get 
so close to Mr. Rabin and 
fool officials into thinking he 
was a security agent by plac- 
ing his gun on foe right side 
of his belt and posturing as if 
were part of the entourage. 

Amir said he first saw then 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres descend from foe plat- 
form at the peace rally, but 
decided not to shoot him 
because he was a “secondary 
target." 

Mr. Peres succeeded Mr. 
Rabin as prime minister. 

“Rabin then came down, 
accompanied by bodyguards. 
He walked towards the car, 

(Continued on page 7 1 
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DOHA TALKS: The emir of Qatar, Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Thani, on 
Sunday meets with the Jordanian foreign minister, Abdul Karim Kabariti, who is 
visiting Qatar for talks on bilateral relations and other issues related to the Middle 
East region (AFP photo) 


Papandreou in ' dangerous* 
condition, doctors say 


ATHENS (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Andreas Papan- 
dreou, hospitalised for foe 
past three weeks, took a 
turn for the worse Monday, 
developing a fever because 
of an infection and has been 
placed back on a respirator, 
doctors said. 

“The situation is danger- 
ous,” said Dr. Georges Vla- 
kahos at the Onassio car- 
diology centre where the 
76-year-old premier is being 
treated. 

In a statement, doctors 
added that since noon GMT 
Mr. Papandreou had suf- 
fered from fever, which was 
a sign be had contracted 
another infection. 

As soon as the fever be- 


came apparent, doctors 
placed the premier back on 
a respirator. 

The statement said doc- 
tors were carrying out 
laboratory tests to analyse 
foe cause of foe infection 
and were treating it with 
antibiotics. 

Mr. Papandreou's heart 
is stable, foe text added, 
but said he was still depend- 
ing on a kidney dialysis 
machine. 

Earlier Monday doctors 
said Mr. Papandreou's con- 
dition had stabilised and 
that foe leader of Greece's 
governing socialist PASOK - " 
party had been breathing 
on his own for two days. 

Mr. Papandreou was 


admitted to hospital Nov. 
20 with pneumonia, after 
which his condition 
worsened, then improved. 

In the meantime. 
PASOK politicians have 
been jockeying for position 
in anticipation of his possi- 
ble resignation. 

Government spokesman 
Tilemakhos Khitiris said 
Monday that the prime 
minister should be out of 
hospital within 20 days, 
“before or- after the Christ- 
mas holidays." 

He added that Mr. 
Papandreou has been talk- 
ing regularly since Sunday 
with his wife Dimitra and 
daughter Sophie. 


Saudi envoy 
hopes King’s 
Saudi visit 
will be soon 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Saudi 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Abdullah Soudairi on Mon- 
day expressed hope that a 
planned visit by His Majesty 
King Hussein to Saudi Ara- 
bia would take place soon. 

Speaking in an interview 
with Jordan Television, Mr. 
Soudairi said foe visit, post- 
poned following the hospita- 
lisation of King Fahd two 
weeks ago. will take place as 
soon as King Fahd's health 
improves. 

“The health condition of 
King Fahd is well and as you 
know he has been discharged 
from hospital,’* said the 
ambassador, adding that the 
monarch needs to rest for 
several days. 

Mr. Soudairi described 
Jordanian-Saudi relations as 
excellent and said they were 
developing well. "We hope, 
God willing, they will be back 
to the former level.” the 
ambassador said, noting that 
improvement in relations be- 
tween any two Arab coun- 
tries ultimately serves pan- 
Arab interests. 

Mr. Soudairi arrived in 
Amman last month to fill the 
vacant top spot at the Saudi 
mission here since 1991. 

In Riyadh, Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz on 
Monday prayed for King 
Fahd's- health following his 
release from hospital last 
week, the official Saudi news 
agency (SPA) reported. 

“We thank God for having 
allowed the Saudi monarch to 
leave hospital after his recov- 
ery from a passing illness," 
he said, chairing the weekly 

(Continued on page 7) 


Juppe in 
intense 
effort to 
end strikes 

PARIS (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe said on 
Monday he was open to wide- 
ning talks with unions to cov- 
er employment issues in a 
new move to appease strikers 
who have crippled France for 
the past IS days. 

He said after a series of 
meetings with union leaders 
that he had asked Labour 
Minister Jacques Barrot to 
begin organising an initial 
round-table with unions next 
week. His core welfare re- 
forms were not mentioned in 
a list of topics he suggested 
could be included in the 
talks. 

Mr. Juppe said he was 
"freezing” a railway restruc- 
turing plan which has been at 
the heart of the crippling 
transport strike. 

He made the announce- 
ment after a day of talks with 
union leaders aimed at re- 
solving the crisis. The signing 
of the five-year plan, which 
had been due this week, had 
already been suspended inde- 
finitely. 

Announcing the “freezing 
of the restructuring plan” for 
state-owned railway system 
SNCF, Mr. Juppe raid "dis- 
cussions will be undertaken 
within the company to move 
forward in developing a fu- 
ture restructuring plan.” 

Some 180,000 SNCF rail- 
workers have been on strike 
sines Nov. 24 demanding the 
withdrawal of the plan, which 
they fear will cost jobs, train 
lines and pension rights. 

The signing of foe plan, 
which had been due on 
Thursday, had already been 
delayed for a week. Mr. Jup- 
pe indicated during a TV 
interview Sunday night that it 
would be delayed for longer 
than that. 

The railway workers’ strike 
has gradually escalated into a 
broader public sector walk 
out in protest at Mr. Juppe’s 
welfare reform plans. 

Labour unions kept up the 
pressure on Mr. Juppe in 
spite of the concessions he 
offered. 

The head of the 
communist-led CGT, Louis 

(Ctintinuud un page 7) 


Shbeilat denies all charges 


By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The president 
of the Jordan Engineers 
Association (JEA). Leith 
Shbeilat. arrested on charges 
of slandering Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen 
Noor. denied the charges on 
Monday, according to his 
lawyer Jawad Yunis. 

Mr. Shbeilat was brought 
before Attorney General Ma- 
jor Mahmoud Obeidat at the 
State Security Court Monday 
morning. During question- 
ing. he said he was not guilty 
of" all charges against him. 
The charges include distribut- 
ing statements that are consi- 


dered offensive to Their Ma- 
jesties, inciting sectarian and 
ethnic troubles, undermining 
the country’s financial status 
and shaking the confidence in 
the Jordanian dinar. 

Mr. Shbeilat. who was 
arrested on Saturday, has 
been ordered held for two 
weeks. Mr. Yunis said he 
would seek a bail today 
(Tuesday). 

According to Mr. Yunis. 
the four charges, which are 
believed to be based on lec- 
tures Mr. Shbeilat gave in the 
last two months, are consi- 
dered as an offence and not 
crime. Therefore, he said, 
they- carry a maximum sent- 
ence of three years. 


Mr. Shbeilat. an indepen- 
dent Islamist and an opposi- 
tion leader, surrendered to 
the authorities on Saturday 
after being accused of 
slandering the King and 
Queen. 

Prior to his arrest. Mr. 
Shbeilat held a press confer- 
ence in his lawyer's office in 
which he heavily criticised 
the government's policies. 

Two years ago. Mr. 
Shbeilat was tried and con- 
victed of plotting against the 
regime. He was sentenced to 
death, but it was reduced to 
life imprisonment. He was 
released when the King made 
a general pardon. 


Serb report, U.S. statement 
raise hopes for captive pilots 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — 
Two French pilots who were 
shot down over Bosnia more 
than 100 days ago are alive, 
Belgrade's independent BK 
television station said Mon- 
day, the day after a French 
government deadline for 
their release came and went. 

The report added that a 
statement on the pilots was 
expected from the Bosnian 
Serbs, and reporters at the 
SRNA news agency in the 
Serb stronghold of Pale con- 
firmed that they were expect- 
ing a communique later Mon- 
day. 

In Washington, the White 
House also said it saw some 
hope of action on the pilots, 
whose fate has emerged as a 
new stumbling block on the 
road to peace in foe former 
Yugoslavia. 

“There has been some 
activity in Belgrade," White 
House spokesman Mike 
McCurry said in Washington. 
“We are very hopeful that 
the two French pilots will be 
released," he added. 

France had threatened to 
resort to stern action unless 
the two airmen were released 
by Sunday but foe deadline 
passed without any news of 
them, or any apparent 
French reaction. 

In Paris, President Jacques 
Chirac consulted pith top 
aides on the crisis on Mon- 
day, but there was no report 
on what action was planned. 
A French statement recalled 
only that “the detention of 


foe two pilots endangers the 
peace process." 

The Belgrade television 
station, owned by a group 
with links to President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, quoted 
Yugoslav Defence Minister 
Pavle Bu la to vie as telling 
NATO assembly member 
Karsten Fogt that the 
aviators were “safe and 
sound.” 

"A statement from the 
Bosnian Serb leaders is ex- 
pected during foe day,” it 
said, adding that its contents 
would “lighten foe burden" 
of the pilots' families. 

In other developments: 

— Bosnian Serbs have 
threatened to bar NATO 
troops from entering a key 
Serb-held area of nonhem 
Bosnia unless they give adv- 
ance notice of their patrols. 
NATO said. 

The threat was issued dur- 
ing an incident Sunday near 
the town of Brcko and marks 
the first such dispute since 
NATO troops started arriv- 
ing in the Tuzla region of 
northeast Bosnia as advance 
elements of the NATO peace 
implementation force. 

— Sarajevo residents ral- 
lied to say they could live 
happily alongside Serbs in 
nearby suburbs who are re- 
sisting a return to Bosnian 
government control. 

Some 3,000 people, Serbs 
as well as foe city's majority 
Muslims, gathered on the ci- 
ty's main street in an orga- 
nised counterblast to recent 


protests in Serb-held suburbs 
against the Dayton peace 
deal that hands their areas to 
the government. 

The protesters raid they 
wanted to show the will still 
existed, despite 3-'/i years of 
siege and bombardment by 
Bosnian Serb forces, to live 
in harmony with Serbs. 

“Don't "go. We can live 
together again,'* said banners 
waved by the good-natured 
crowd. They referred to dec- 
larations by residents of Serb- 
held suburbs that they would 
rather flee their homes than 
live with Muslims. 

At last weekend's London 
conference delegates agreed 
on a package of confidence- 
building measures to try to 
persuade Serbs not to aban- 
don their homes. Details are 
still to be announced. 

Residents of Serb-held 
Sarajevo are holding a re- 
ferendum on Tuesday which 
is expected to reject the Day- 
ton peace deal. 

Antonio Pedauye, the 
U.N. Protection Force chief 
of mission, told reporters: "I 
want to stress that the Day- 
ton agreement contains im- 
portant guarantees and safe- 
guards for all the people of 
Bosnia ... including the Serb 
people of Sarajevo.” 

These guarantees are 
varied and many, but signifi- 
cantly include a pledge by all 
sides who will sign the Day- 
ton agreement Thursday in 
Paris to amnesty all those not 
charged with war crimes. 
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UNICEF marks 
birthday with 
anti-w^r agenda 


By Sa’eda Kflani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — AM countries 
should include in their, school 
curricula methods of conflict 
resolution that develop 
mutual understanding and 
show bow differences can be 
resolved without recourse to 
violence, according to the 
United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF’s) report on 
the “State of the World’s 
Children” for 1996. 

The report, a special edi- 
tion marking UNICEFs 50th 
anniversary, said that two 
million children were killed, 
four to five million were dis- 
abled, 12 million were left 
homeless, and more than one 
million orphaned or sepa- 
rated from their families as a 
result of conflicts. 

The report showed that be- 
tween 1945 and 1992, around 
23 million people were killed 
in 149 major wars. On an 
annual average, the number 
of war deaths in this period 
was more than double the 
deaths in the 19th century 
and seven times greater than 
in the 18th century. 

“Wars and political up- 
heavals have been tearing 
whole countries apart from 
Bosnia-Herzegovina to Cam- 
bodia and Rwanda,” the re- 
port said. “Children have of 
course always been caught up 
in warfare. They usually have 
little choice but to experi- 
ence, at minimum, the same 
horrors as their parents.” 

“When food supplies have 
ran short," the report added, 
“it is children who have been 
hardest hit, since their grow- 
ing bodies need steady sup- 
plies of essentia] nutrients. 
Children and families are not 
just getting caught in the 
crossfire, they are also speci- 
fic targets." 

The report said this was 
due to technological develop- 
ments and the extension of 
aerial bombardment. But 
another reason is that most 
contemporary wars are not 
between states but between 
different groups within the 
samestate. 

Rape is often used as a 
weapon of war in ethnic 
cleansing. More than 20,000 
Muslim girls and women have 
been raped in Bosnia since 
fighting began in April 1992, 
said the report, quoting a 
European Community fact- 


finding team. 

“In addition to rape, girts 
and women are also subject 
to forced prostitution and 
trafficking during tunes- of 
war, sometimes with the 
complicity of governments 
and military authorities. 
There is also a high risk of 
infection with sexually trans- 
mitted diseases including 
HIV/AIDS that accompany 
sexual violence against 
women and girls,” read the 
report. 

War and civil unrest also 
contribute to violence at 
home. The report said death, 
upheaval and poverty in- 
crease tensions within the 
family and the likelihood of 
violence against girls and 
women. “Men who feel they 
have lost the ability to protect 
their women may compen- 
sate by exercising violent 
control over them,” it said. 

Citing the enormous pain 
and suffering landmines have 
inflicted on hundreds of 
thousands of children over 
tbe last several decades. UN- 
ICEF called for an interna- 
tional law banning the pro- 
duction. use. stockpiling, sale 
and export of anti-personnel 
mines. It also announced that 
it would not deal with dozens 
of companies around jhe 
world that now manufacture 
or sell tbe deadly devices. 

UNICEF also argued for 
an anti-war agenda that 
emphasised a much more de- 
liberate effort to address the 
underlying causes of vio-. 
fence, including poverty and 
to invest more resources in 
mediation and conflict re- 
solution. 

The agenda called for: 

— The adoption of specific 
measures to ensure the secur- 
ity of girls and women who 
face the threats of sexual 
violence and rape. 

— The support of an 
optional protocol that would 
raise the age of recruitment 
from 15 as specified in the 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child to 18 years. 

— The prohibition of the 
production, use, stockpiling, 
sale and export of landmines 
through international law. 

— The denunciation of 
barbaric acts of violence dur- 
ing wars. International war 
crime tribunals should have 
the support and the resources 
to bring perpetrators to jus- 
tice. 


Gulf rains wreak havoc, 
kill 9 in road accident 


DUBAI (AFP) — Heavy 
rains, hail and fog hit the 
desert Arab Gulf states, kill- 
ing nine people in a road . 
accident in Saudi Arabia and 
causing flight delays in the 
United Arab Emirates, au- 
thorities said Monday. 

Seven studenjs and two 
other people were killed 
when a bus and a track col- 
lided in fog south of the Saudi 
capital before dawn on Sun- 
day, the Riyadh newspaper 
reported on Monday. 

Heavy rains also lashed 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), which included the 
first hail storm recorded in 
December in the UAE city of 
Dubai, meteorologists here 
said. 

Two flights were delayed 
and one cancelled to Dubai 
international airport because 
of the storm early Monday, 
airport officials said. 

Several roads were flooded 
in this city of almost one 
million people, causing traffic 


jams, but tanker trucks with 
pumps were deployed to 
drain off floodwaters, muni- 
cipal officials said. 

“It’s been very busy. A lot 
of complaints have been com- 
ing in,” John Falcon, an offi- 
cial with the drainage and 
irrigation department said. 

Apartment buildings also 
flooded, trees lay on the 
ground after they were up- 
rooted in strong winds, and 
schools hit by power cuts or 
flooding sent children home 
early. 

“It’s the first time we’ve 
had hail in December,” a 
meteorologist at Dubai air- 
port said. It was only tbe fifth 
time Dubai was hit by hail 
since the meteorology office 
began taking records in 1967. 

But the amount of rain — 
32.2 millimetres (1.3 inches) 
from midnight Sunday to 10 
a.m. Monday — was not un- 
usual for the time of year, the 
meteorologists said. Up to 73 
millimetres has been re- 
corded. 


Algerian editors, protesting closure 
of Liberie, shut down all newspapers 


PARIS (R) — Editors of 
Algeria's independent 
newspapers, in a show of 
united anger, used their 
front pages on Monday to 
condemn the government 
suspension of a leading 
daily and the arrest of two 
of its staff members. 

They then shut their 
own papers for at least 
three days. 

“These arbitrary ac- 
tions (suspension and 
arrests), from an era 
which we believed gone 
for ever, came as if by 
chance on the same day as 
the celebration of Interna- 
tional Human Rights 
Day,” the newspaper edi- 
tors' association said in a 
statement on their papers' 
front pages. 

Algerian authorities, 
who have given them- 
selves draconian powers 
over tbe press in their 
battle against Muslim fun- 
damentalists, on Sunday 
ordered the French- 
language newspaper 
Liberte shut for two 
weeks. They accused the 
daily of earring repeated 
tendentious information. 

Security forces also 
arrested its editor Hacene 


Puandjli and director- 
general Outoudert 
Abrouss as they were ab- 
out to board a plane for 
France, a spokesman foi 
the suspended newspaper 
said. 

Tbe independent news- 
papers* editors on Sun- 
day, at a crisis meeting at 
Uberte newspaper head- 
quarters in Algiers, de- 
cided to close their papers 
from Tuesday, using 
Monday's editions to 
voice their anger and ex- 
plain their action to read- 
ers, the Liberte spokes- 
man told Reuters. 

The editors' statement 
said they would dose for 
three days but prolong the 
protest if Liberte re- 
mained closed. 

Liberte’s spokesman, 
speaking by telephone 
from Algiers, said the In- 
terior Ministry ordered 
bis paper’s suspension 
from Monday, allegedly 
for “repeated tendentious 
information.” 

He said the editors and 
journalists believed the 
authorities shut liberte 
because of a report on 


Thursday about President 
Iiaminc Zeroual’s senior 
aide, former General 
Mohammad Betchine. 

Tbe two detained news- 
papermen were quizzed 
by a court official, he 
added. The editor was la- 
ter released but tbe direc- 
tor was held in custody for 
a further hearing and 
possible trial. 

“The arrest looked like 
a true kidnapping because 
no one of the authorities’ 
service was able to give 
information about their 
fate,” said the statement 
by the editors' associa- 
tion, which groups Alger- 
ia’s main independent 
papers. 

Government-controlled 
La Tribune newspaper, in 
a reference to the four- 
year-old Islamist revolt 
against tbe state, said tbe 
suspension was the results 
of 10-year-old reflexes, 
which had produced a 
generation of people be- 
lieving that the only 
“means of defence left is 
to have a gun.” 

Omar Belbouchet. 
director of the influential 
A1 Watan newspaper. 


wrote oq Monday: “Some 
weeks ago, the slogan in 
vogue was “the coffin or 
exile.” Today the im- 
pression is “subjugation 
or jail.” 

He was referring to the 
killing of at least 60 jour- 
nalists and media em- 
ployees and to the hun- 
dreds of journalists who 
have fled tire country after 
being targeted from June 
1993 by fundamentalists 
who perceive them as 
backing the authorities. 

The A1 Watan director 
has escaped several rebel 
attempts to kill him and 
also been banned by the 
authorities from writing 
since his paper carried re- 
ports of alleged corrup- 
tion. 

Le Matin newspaper, 
whose editor Said Mekbel 
was shot dead last Decem- 
ber in Algiers, wrote: 
“This serious attack 
against press freedom and 
human rights occured just 
hours after news of an 
attack against a television 
technician and three days 
after the killing of a 
woman journalist from 
the Echourouk newspap- 


er. 


Sudan rebels said to quit Juba frontline 


KAMPALA (Agencies) — 
The Sudan People's Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) rebels 
have withdrawn from their 
frontline positions around the 
southern city of Juba to avoid 
heavy concentrations of gov- 
ernment forces there, the 
Ugandan state-owned New 
Vision newspaper reported 
here on Monday. 

Emmy Allio, New Vision’s 
staff writer reporting from 
the frontline of the SPLA's 
current offensive, said the 
SPLA rebels “pulled out 
from the frontline and were 
now stationed two miles 
south of the river.” 

Mr. Allio said the bridge 
over the River Kit, was 
blown up by retreating gov- 
ernment troops after a banle 
on Nov. 16. during which the 
SPLA claimed to have killed 
more than 500 government 
soldiers. 

“With SPLA forces now 
unhampered by lack of a 
bridge to cross Kit River, 
before finally attacking Juba, 
they are planning how best to 
handle the situation of first 
disposing off the government 
soldiers across the river and 


then crossing the river for the 
onslaught,” Mr. Allio said. 

Mr. Allio said he was con- 
ducted around the war front 
by SPLA commander Major 
Nak and saw the rebel flutt- 
ers dug in their trenches and 
others operating several 
tanks and a number of artil- 
lery pieces, missiles mounted 
on motor vehicles and other 
support guns. 

The area was also littered 
with corpses of people killed 
during the Nov. 16 battle, 
with vultures and flies hover- 
ing over them, but SPLA 
fighters were eating and 
smoking only 20 metres away 
from the rotting corpses. 

Mr. Allio said he was 
warned not to step where' 
there were no foot-marks as 
landmines and anti-personnel 
mines were planted all over 
the area by rebel fighters 
themselves, while everyday 
there were raids by Sudanese 
military Antonov cargo 
planes and MiG-21 fighter 
planes. 

During one such raid last 
Thursday, a bomb dropped 
by an Antonov plane buried 


an SPLA soldier, but he was 
dug out by- his colleagues 
before he died. 

Sudan has accused Ugan- 
dan troops of leading the new 
rebel offensive, claiming that 
Kampala had armed tbe re- 
bels with sophisticated 
weapons. 

Uganda has denied tbe 
charges and, instead, accused 
Sudan of harbouring and 
training rebel groups fighting 
to oust President Yoweri 
Museveni's regime. 

Last week Mr. Museveni 
threatened to launch com- 
mando raids into Sudan if 
Khartoum did not arrest and 
expel Ugandan rebels operat- 
ing from inside Sudan. 

Sudan has ordered . mea- 
sures to win over the popula- 
tion living in areas recaptured 
from rebels in the mainly 
non-Isiamic south of the 
country, it was reported 
Monday. 

The govement called for 
more coordination to provide 
services to “liberated areas" 
and “enhance” peace moves, 
after hearing a report on 
efforts to resettle people dis- 


placed by the civil war. 

The report was delivered 
by Lino Rol Deng, a south- 
erner who is secretary- 
general of the “High Council 
for Peace” set up by the 
government of Geneal Omar 
A1 Bashir to spearhead re- 
conciliation moves. 

Mr. Deng told a meeting 
Sunday of the cabinet chaired 
by Gen. Bashir that the coun- 
cil had managed to resettle 
150,000 people who had de- 
serted areas controlled by the 
SPLA. 

Mr. Deng said 84,000 of 
these people had withdrawn 
support from tbe SPLA after 
being convinced that the gov- 
ernment was genuinely com- 
mitted to peace, develop- 
ment and a fair distribution 
of wealth under the country's 
federal system. 

The Sudan Al Hadith daily 
said Monday that the govern- 
ment had ordered officials to 
tour southern states to ex- 
plain the peace initiative and 
told federal officials and 
those of the 10 southern 
states to “work for norma- 
lisation of life in the safe 
areas.” 


Safe Cyprus turns into underworld battleground 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The safe 
island of Cyprus where peo- 
ple leave their cars and 
homes unlocked has turned 
into a battleground for 
underworld gangs which set- 
tle scores with car bombs and 
Kalashnikovs. 

“Cyprus is beginning to 
look a little bit like Sicily,” 
said one commentator, refer- 
ring to the Italian mafia. 

On Friday, police said they 
had found an apparent hit-list 
of almost 200 names in the 
latest twist of a gang war that 
has claimed eight lives so far 
this year in economically 
booming Cyprus. 

Documents and marc with 
die names of almost 200 peo- 
ple were found in tbe pockets 
of blast victim Andros Kalop- 
sidiotis, police spokesman 
Savvas Antoniades told AFP. 

Kalopsidiotis was killed in 
an explosion in the coastal 
city of Larnaca last month 
while apparently handling a 
bomb. 


Investigating officer 
Andreas Kokos said before a 
court in Tamara that evi- 
dence pointed to “a plan to 
murder different people us- 
ing automatic guns, explosive 
substances and cars.” 

Eight people have been 
shot dead or killed in late- 
night bombings tins year, in 
an underwork! war between 
gangs involved in running 
cabarets, massage parlours 
and gambling clubs in in- 
creasingly affluent Cyprus. 

In October, a sniper using 
a Kalashnikov rifle shot dead 
his victim as be stood on tbe 
balcony of his gambting dob 
in Limassol. 

Last month, a cabaret 
owner in the same seaside 
town was shot dead in a hail 
of more than 50 bullets while 
at the wheel of his BMW in 
an ambush by two other cars. 

The gangland hits, one of 
which took place before the 
eyes of an off-duty police- 
man, have shocked this. 


Mediterranean holiday island 
which prides itself as a safe 
haven from the turmoil of the 
nearby Middle East. 

“In Cyprus, houses and 
cars are kept unlocked. It's 
like a big village where every- 
body knows everybody,” said 
a tourism expert. 

Tbe village mentality in the 
Greek-Cypnot smith of the 
divided island ensures that a 
convict's photograph often 
goes into tbe local newspap- 
ers, bringing shame on the 
family. 

The crime rate is remark- 
ably low for the population of 
625,000: an average 600 
crimes a year per 100,000 
people, compared to around 
6,000 in Europe. 

But tbe underworld has 
been playing by its own rules, 
with gangs in different towns 
known as “fratria” running 
vendettas without any arrests 
having taken place so far this 
year. 

.The main battle is for con- 


trol of a prostitution racket 
involving more than 1,000 
foreign cabaret artistes, 
mostly from eastern Europe. 

The Limassol fratria, link- 
ed to the EOKA B winch 
mounted a violent campaign 
against the iate President 
Archbishop Makarios, has a 
battle against tbeir counter- 
parts in Larnaca. 

The attacks have attracted 
mde media coverage, such as 
when the television cameras 
rolled for the return of 
wounded “godfather” in a 
wheel-chair from hospital 
treatment in Israel. 

Police detained 10 alleged 
gang leaders in July, only for 
two of them to be killed after 
tbeir release. “Police know 
who is behind the crimes but 
do not have enough proof to 
make arrests,” said President 
Glafcos derides. 

The opposition has called 
for a parliamentary debate on 
the police’s failure to crack 
down. 



Russia offers to help find Cyprus settlement 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergei Krilov arrived here Sunday offering to help efforts 
to find a settlement between the Greek and Turkish- 
Cypriot communities on this divided island. “A combina- 
tion of all efforts is necessary to reach a solution, under tbe 
auspices of the U.N. Security Council,” he told reporters. 
“A solution will not be viable without the participation of 
my country,” he said, referring to a U.S. -British initiative 
to resume direct talks. “It is better to work as a team.” The 
United States has proposed talks next month between 
President Glafcos derides, who is Greek-Cypriot, and 
Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash in a bid to resolve 
the island's 21 -year division. U.S. special envoy Richard 
Beattie made the proposal at the end of a three-day visit to 
the Mediterranean island on Wednesday. Under the 
proposal, the two leaders would discuss Cyprus’s bid to join 
the European Union, the terms of a political settlement 
and demilitarisation when they meet in January. Mr. 
derides said be would give his answer on Wednesday. 

Ecuador to import Israeli warplanes 

QUITO (AFP) — Ecuador's air force would not im- 
mediately confirm or deny Sunday an Israeli report that the 
South American country was negotiating to buy eight 
Israeli combat planes. The report, published Sunday by the 
Tel Aviv daily Haaretz, said Israel submitted a request to 
the U.S. Defence Department for permission to sell eight 
Kefir combat planes to the Ecuadorean air force. Israel 
would need U.S. approval for the sale because the aircraft 
are built with U.S.-made engines. Ecuadorean air force 
officials refused immediate comment and said they were 
unaware of any such deal. Ecuador and Peru clashed in 
January in a three-week armed conflict over an incomplete- 
ly demarcated 80-kilometre segment of the border between 
the two countries in tbe Cordillera del Condor mountain 
range. 

Gunmen rake Ciller party’s election bureau 

ISTANBUL (R) — Gunmen killed a teenager and injured 
six people when they raked an Istanbul election office of 
Prime Minister Tansu Oiler’s True Path Party (DYP), tbe 
semi-official Anatolia news agency said on Monday. The 
agency said a group of five unidentified attackers fired as 
they drove by the office in a taxi late on Sunday in 
Istanbul’s Gaziosmanpasa district, where a drive-by shoot- 
ing at a cafe used by local Alevi Muslims sparked violent 
riots in March. About 17 people died in those riots. A 
15-year-old boy died in Sunday's attack, Anatolia said. 
Police were not immediately available for comment. The 
agency said police found an unexploded hand grenade on 
the pavement by the office. A prominent stockbroker 
standing as a parliamentary candidate for Ms. Ciller's DYP 
in Dec. 24 general polls was killed and burned in his car 10 
days ago. Police said they did not think his murder was 
political. 

Qatar recognises Palestinian passport 

CAIRO (AFP) — Qatar has decided to recognise Palesti- 
nian passports, the emirate's representative to the Arab 
League announced on Monday, Marie Abdul Hadi Al 
Hajiri told journalists he informed the league's general 
secretariat of Qatar’s decision which came “to support the 
Palestinian self-rate authority. “ 

Egyptian housewife caught smuggling artefacts 

CAIRO (AFP) Police arrested an Egyptian housewife 
attempting to smuggle 12 kilogrammes of ancient artefacts 
into Gaza, the government daily Al Ahram said on 
Monday. Zeinab Ibrahim Khidr was picked up by Egyptian 
police at the Rafah border crossing into Gaza on Sunday 
with the stash of Islamic and pharaonic silver rings and 
statuettes. Ms. Khidr, a widow, told police the artefacts 
belonged to her son and that she did not know it was illegal 
to take them out of the country, the paper said. 

Sudan wants normal ties with Kuwait 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s Foreign Minister AJi Osman 
Mohammad Taha has called for normalisation of relations 
with Kuwait which were soured by Khartoum's perceived 
support for Iraq in the 1990-91 Gulf crisis. Mr. Taha was 
quoted by the official SUNA news agency on Monday as 
saying his country, which refused to condemn Iraq’s 
August^ 1990 invasion of Kuwait, had always supported 
Kuwaiti independence. “Sudan’s stance, which is based on 
the respect for Kuwaiti independence, remains unshakable 
despite the clouds that tarnished relations between the two 
countries during the Gulf crisis.” Mr. Taha said. Before the 
Gulf crisis, Kuwait was one of Sudan’s principal Arab 
backers, giving it soft loans to rehabilitate industrial 
projects and setting up joint ventures. But Kuwait cut off 
its support after Sudan’s refusal to condemn the Iraqi 
invasion and its opposition to the U.S.-led coalition which 
expelled Iraqi forces from Kuwait in 1991. 

Israeli atronaut to join NASA programme 

i^AVTV (AFP) — The first Israeli astronaut is to join 
the NASA programme in the United States for an eventual 
flight in space, a report said here Monday. The decision 
was to be announced during the meeting Monday in 
Washington between Prime Minister Shimon Peres and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, the Maariv newspaper said. It 
>s seen another sign of closer relations between the United 
States and Israel, where a debate is underway on whether 
to enter into a military' alliance with Washington, the 
newspaper said. Astronauts from several U.S. allied 
counmes, including Germany, Britain and Japan have 
already participated in the NASA programme and flown to 
^ ac ?: .™ Israeli astronaut would conduct his training at 
the NASA centre in Houston, Texas. 6 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

14:00 Captain Planet 

14s30 Earth Star Voyager. 

15:00 Run the Gauntlet 

16:00 

The Adventures of the Black 
Stallion 

I&30 Sky Trackers 

17:00 Fractalcs 

17:30 Scric — Fruits El Legumes 

18:00 

Doc. — Croisicrc a la Dccouvcrtc 
du Monde 

IIMW News in French 

10:15 Magazine — Ushuuia 

I W0 You Bet Your Life 

2040 

The Secrets of the Treasure Island 
2(h25 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:10 True Blue 

22.-00 News in English 

7?-w 

Feature film: "The Revenge of 
Capone” 

PRAYER TIMES 

0*58 Fajr 

06:12 ................. (Sunrise) Debt 

11:29 Dhuhr 

14:14 -Asr 

16 i3J Maghreb 

17:59 Tshfl 

CHURCHES 

SI. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swedish, Tel. 810740 


AaamMtes of God Church, Td. 

632785. 

St- Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Anmdatioa Tel. 
637440. 

Do la SaUe Church Td. 661757 
Termanda Church Td: 622366 
Church of the Annondatfem Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church TcJ. 652826. 
Armenian CatboBc Church Td. 

77133 I . 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
A mm a n lotamtionl Church Tel. 

6S2526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Charch Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 8454S7 
The Church of Jests Christ of 
Letter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazarcnc Tcl.675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church In 
Amman 
Tel. 811295. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Cold weather conditions win pre- 
vail with skies doudy to partly 
cloudy, rain expected at intervals, 
and winds westerly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, skies will he 
parity cloudy, winds southerly 
moderate with a chance of scat- 
tered showers, and .seas Choppy. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 3/8 

Aqaba 9/ 17 

Deserts 2/|Q 

Jordan Valley 8 / 15 

Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 10. Aqaba 17. Humidity 
readings: Amman 1D0 per cent. 
Aqaba 40 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Issam A] Asmar 790504 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Mustafa 744685 

Dr. Khaldoun Asfour 666873 

Dr. Jum'a Abu Dhiab ....... 758848 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77X336 

Al Ascina pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

| ■ ‘Al Salim pharafai^iL.... 636730 
■■ : YOTubphami«|fcit ) |il.j.. 644945 

■< ^Shmcisani pharffarcy-^ 637660 

Nairaukh pharmacy ..„ 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRB1D: 

Dr.AbmadOann 281741 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA. 

Dr. Yousef Abu Sa'd 989000 


Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 II 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Polks 192. 621 III. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Bk>od Bank 775121 

Highway Pbbcc 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pabtic Scanty Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 
fdircctory assistance) ......... 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

G ^tral A nurnp i T^^ o o^^. 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Ind. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Anui 

644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. J. Arm. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mafias. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmceeni 6U7U71 

Shmcsani Hospital 669I3P 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-AhU. AbdaU- 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhairccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bastur. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Ouccn AHa Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heat and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
. . Zarqa National Hospital 
*5- (09)900560 

IbnSma Hospital (09)986732 

AHEkma Modem Hwpftal (09)990990 

Princess Basna Hospital (02)275555 

Creek Catbofic Hospital (02)272275 

fbo Al Nates Kospod (021247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital (0313141 II 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Tins information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)533)0- 
5. where it should afwavs be veri- 
fied. 


AJUOVA IS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

64:50 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

•7:38 Damascus (RJ) 

•M0 Aqaba (RJ) 

W--25 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

1049 Jeddah (add) (RJ ) 

IM5 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

1*^5 Beirut (RJ) 

19:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

1*28 Cairo (RJ) 

Ifc25 London (RJ) 

Frankfurt IRJI 

17:15 ... Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

13:16 Frankfurt (YP) 

l* 2 * Rome lAZ) 

14^5 Munich. Aleppo (YPj 


Dubai (EK) 

Beirut (ME) 

22 Amsterdam (Ki.) 

•9 s " Budiarcsr (RO) 

London(KJ) 

depastures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

nights 

(Terminal 1 ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

0*^0 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

I,:0S Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

J*-® Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

Phris. Brussels (RJ) 

17 Cairo (RJ) 

Singapore (add || RJ) 

2*® Larnaca (RJ) 

... Jeddah (RJ) 

■; Damascus (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Duhaj (RJ) 

2 itVS 

Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 

Othar Flights (Terminal 2) 

Damascus. Paris (AF) 

!*;• Frankfurt (YP) 

Damascus (A2) 

™ Munich (YP) 

Dubai (EK) 

|J9~? Amsterdam (KL) 

81:55 BaeharcsURO) 


hijaz railway 

TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 every Monday 
An*- Damascus 

5:00 p m. every Monday 
Dep. Damascus 

7:30 a.m. every Sunday 
Air. Amman 

5:00 p.m, every Sunday 

market prices 

Upper-lower price in Gk per kg. 

£PP lc 700/500 

Banana ^80 

Banana (Mukammar) .... ...!" 620 

Banana (imported) 900/700 

120/80 

E™ 30*200 

Cauliflower 150/80 

Cucumbers (large) 200 120 

Cucumbers (small) 300 / 200 

eggplant 20» 120 

750/500 

Grape Fruit 230/t50 

“ !mon 240/180 

Marrow (large) 180/100 

Marrow (smail) 270/180 

Omon (green) 20(VI20 

Omon (dry) 230/ 170 

0«ngc 540/400 

Pepper (hot) 200/ 140 

Pepper (sweet) 2DU/I40 

E 0 **® * 280/180 

140180 

Spinach j 40 W 0 

String Beans SUO / 350 

Tangerine 280/200 

Tomato 240/150 
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..;. Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday Monday tours an exhibition by interior designer 
: v. Suha Lai las (photo by George Crystal) 

Queen chairs NHF executive panel 
meeting, tours JDTC exhibition 


; : „ ; AMMAN ( J.T.) — The Jor- 
: ; dan Design and Trade Cen- 

. tre (JDTC) is exhibiting the 
designs of Saha Lallas, a 
';. v local interior designer, 
•-7 using the products of the 
■' Noor AI Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF) projects 
- -z:? throughout the country. 
- according to a Royal Court 
■ *. statement 

Ms. Lallas has created 
•; both functional and decora- 
tive objects through an 
•. innovative mixing of raw 
S , P-- materials and products. 
. . _ man ufactured by NHF 
• income-generating projects 
7 for women, primarily 
.7 weavings from the different 
- . ”‘ 7 . parts of die country as well 
as banana, palm and halvah 
leaves faom the north, the 
; statement said. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 
visited the exhibition after 
chairing the regular NHF 
• v Executive Committee 


meeting, which discussed a 
range of issues including 
the plans for the 1996 
Queen Now Award for 
Children’s Literature and 
two new projects. 

According to the state- 
ment, the projects comprise 
training the inhabitants of 
Wadi Musa to produce and 
sell traditional silver jew- 
ellery as well as the training 
and promotion of leader- 
ship among women in Jor- 
dan. in cooperation with the 
Fredrich-Elberr Stiftung 
Foundation, that will be 
implemented in NHF pro- 
jects throughout the coun- 
try. 

The award, which was 
initiated by the Queen in 
1988, encourages the pro- 
duction of quality Arabic 
songs, stories, poems, plays 
and scientific works for 
children that are subse- 
quently published by the 


NHF. 

Queen Noor also empha- 
sised the importance of 
maximising the use of spe- 
cialists in child welfare. 
. education and develop- 
ment, noting that one of the 
main objectives of the 
National Task Force for 
Children would be to pro- 
mote the integration of chil- 
dren’s projects, prevent the 
duplication of efforts and 
expand the country’s 
human and material 
resources, according to the 
statement. 

Attending the meeting 
were Minister of Energy 
Sameeh Darwazeh, Mayor 
of Amm an Mamdouh 
Abbadi, Sami Qaraoush, 
president of the NHF Exec- 
utive Committee, In’am 
Mufti, NKFs Executive 
Director. Ibrahim Badran 
and Subieh Ma’ani, the 
statement said. 


Voluntary organisations called 
on to expand their roles 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Finis Ben Ra’ad said Mon- 
day that non-governmental 
and voluntary organisations 
can play a key role in car- 
ing far the handicapped in 
Jordan by complementing 
the task of government 
organisations. 

Speaking on Jordan Tele- 
vision following his open- 
ing of a two-day workshop 
on the work of voluntary 
groups, Prince Firas said 
Jordan is in need for these 


groups to intensify and 
expand their activities of 
facilitating the incorpora- 
tion of the handicapped in 
regular Jordanian life. 

He said voluntary groups 
are also called upon to 
bring about changes in gen- 
eral misconceptions, saying 
handicapped people should 
be regarded, as partners in 
development' rather than 
liabilities to the society. 

The workshop will exam- 
ine a Jordanian-European 
project funded by the Euro- 


pean community to help in 
the rehabilitation of handi- 
capped people, especially 
children. 

The workshop, which is held 
in cooperation with the Queen 
Alia Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (QAF). will examine the 
general situation of the handi- 
capped in Jordan, the role of 
voluntary organisations in 
rehabilitation services and 
QAF activities in this particu- 
lar field. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


House committee debates budget 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament’s Finance Committee on Monday resumed 
discussion of the 1996 fiscal budget in the presence of Finance Minister Basel Jardaneh. The com- 
mittee, which will issue recommendations to the House before it starts debating the state budget, 
will meet with several officials and experts to hear their views on the fiscal budget law. 

Ajloun mayor criticises land appropriations 

AJLOUN (Petra) — Ajloun Major Mohammad Smadi criticised government’s appropriation of 
lands in Ishtafina area in establish government buildings, saying this harms the forest area and the 
environment. Mr. Smadi. who prepared a study on the issue, said some government departments 
appropriated the lands to establish buildings and silos to be used by the Ministry of Supply. He 
a rifled that this means trees in the building area will be removed and in the future traffic will 
increase when trucks will be used to transport grains to and from the planned silos. 



FILMS 

* "Bugsy Malone" at the British 
Council at 7.00 p.m. 

* "Der Untertan" (in German with 
subtitles in English) at Goethe- 
Institut at 8.00 p.m. 

LECTURES 

* "Journalism and Information" 
(in Arabic) with the participation 
of Fakhri Kawar and Nabil Sharif 
at the Orthodox Club at 6.30 p.m. 

* "Lutte Biologique en Agricul- 
ture" by Mr. Bigot at the French 
Cultural Centre at 6.00 p.m. 

* Recital of short stories by Mah- 
moud Rimawi at the Phoenix 
Gallery, Gardens St., at 6.00 p.m. 

exhibitions 

* Works by artist Hind Nasser at 


Darat Al Funun (until Jan. 6). 

* Bawadi's "Season Of "Joy" exhibi- 
tion, a collection of rugs and 
ceramics, at the National Ceramics 
Centre, Khalda from 9.00 a.m. to 
7.30 p.m. Tel. 825241, 834688. 
(UhtirDec.12) 

^Photography by poet Ibrahim 
Nasrallah entitled "The Autobiog- 
raphy of an Eye" at Darat Al 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh. (Until Jan. 
4). 

* Photography exhibition "Biblical 
Itineraries at the French Cultural 
Centre. (Until Dec. 30). 

CHRISTMAS SALE 

* Gifts and crafts by Suha Lallas 
Kassisieh (includes Christmas 
items, table mats, baskets, wall- 
hangings, candle-holders and 
side-lamps) at the Jordan Design 
and Trade Centre of the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation, off Wadi 
Saqra Street (until Dec. 31). 
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Jordan, ILO to work on programme 
of technical efficiency for workers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Interna- 
tional Labour Organisation 
(ILO) Director General 
Michel Hans said Monday 
that Jordan and the ILO will 
soon prepare a vocational 
t rainin g programme aimed 
at promoting the technical 
potential and efficiency of 
Jordanian workers. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Mr. Hans 
said Jordanian-GLO cooper- 
ation in labour-related 
fields has been developing 
well and has succeeded in 
helping the ILO’s pro- 
grammes in the past years. 

At the meeting held ar the 
prime minister's office 
attended by Labour Minis -, 
ter Nader Abul Sha’er and 
ILO Regional Director 
Shukri Dajani, the two 
sides reviewed the general 
conditions of workers in 
Jordan. 


Mr. Hans came here fol- 
lowing a tour of the West 
Bank and Gaza where he 
examined workers' condi- 
tions. He was received in 
audience by His Majesty 
King Hussein and held 
meetings with the minister 
of labour. 

Mr. Hans, who concluded 
a two-day visit to Jordan 
Monday, said the close rela- 
tionship between Jordan 
and the ILO has helped the 
organisation to better 
understand the condition of 
workers in the occupied 
Palestinian lands. 

Mr. Hans discussed ILO 
projects in Jordan and plans 
for 1996 and was seen off 
upon his departure by Dr. 
Abul Sha’er and other offi- 
cials. 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Monday meets with International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) Director General Michel Hans to discuss Jordan-LLO coopera- 
tion (Petra photo) 


Mobile library set up Aqaba hit again by small quake 

to service remote areas Expert says situation is stabilising 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — = In a bid to 
increase awareness of the 
importance of reading 
among people living in 
remote areas, the National 
Library will start extending 
its services to those areas 
using a mobile library in 
the first half of 1996. 
Osama Miqdadi, General 
Manager of the National 
Library said Monday. 

“Our aim is to increase 
awareness among people 
living in villages, remote 
and desert areas of the 
importance, of books and 
help them get' used to read- 
ing.” saidMr. Miqdadi. 

He added that the mobile 
library, which looks like 
any real library, is very spa- 
cious, has shelves on the 
sides and provides all kinds 
of books in different fields. 

“It is designed exactly 
like any library. It is bigger 
than a bus for people to be 
able to move freely, and the 
bodes it provides— cultur- 
al, scientific, novels, chil- 
dren’s books — are chosen 
with care,” Mr. Miqdadi 
told die Jordan limes. 

He added that the mobile 
library is also equipped 
with film facilities. It 
shows cultural documen- 
taries as well as entertain- 
ment films. 

Mr. Miqdadi said foe 


mobile library allows users 
to borrow books in the 
same way regular libraries 
operate. It has check-out 
cards and records to docu- 
ment its operations, he said. 

He added that a librarian 
will supervise the check- 
out procedure which allows 
citizens to borrow books 
for a maximum period of 
two weeks. 

The mobile library, which 
will cost JD 60,000, will 
stay in a certain area for 
two days, during which the 
reader will have foe choice 
of either reading foe book 
in foal period or borrowing 
for.twb weeks. . ,’. 

According To a special ' 
plan, each time the mobile 
library goes to a certain 
area, it will introduce new 
materials to its shelves to 
give people the opportunity 
to choose from a variety of 
books, Mr Miqdadi said. 

He added that foe library 
will also try to cater for 
special requests by provid- 
ing reading materials which 
are not usually available in 
the library. 

Mr. Miqdadi said that the 
final aim of bis department 
is to encourage residents of 
remote areas to build their 
own local libraries, adding 
that the national library will 
provide them with training, 
assistance as well as books. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An earth- 
quake registering 5.5 on foe 
Richter scale hit foe Gulf of 
Aqaba Monday at dawn, 
official sources said. 

The quake, foe second to 
hit the region in four days 
and which caused no 
injuries or damages, was a 
normal aftershock of foe 
powerful earthquake that 
struck foe area on Nov. 22, 
according to Mohammad 
Dawoud Fandi, a geophysi- 
cist at foe Narural 
Resources Authority 
(NRA). 

“Aqaba residents ; need 
nqj; worry about it,” Mr. .. 
Fjindi said. He told the Jor- . 
dan Tunes that Monday’s 
quake indicated that foe si|-_ 
nation is becoming stat t/T, 
“because time between tne 
occurrences of foe after- 
shocks is extending.” 

This indicates that foe 
series of aftershocks are 


gradually declining mid 
“hopefully the area will not 
be hit by any major earth- 
quakes.” 

“It will take at least one 
month before the tremors 
end and until then, there 
might be some observed 
quakes, but nothing to 
worry about,” he added. 

According to the geo- 
physicist, the earthquake 
was centred 120 kilometres 
south of Aqaba and 
occurred at 3:35 a.m. The 
duration was about 12 min- 
utes but people only felt the 
shaking for half a minute. 

“We were awakened by 
noises coming from the 
walls of our house and we 
.realised that it was another 
earthquake,” one Aqaba 
resident said. 

t She added that many peo- 
ple have become accus- 
tomed to the tremors and 
that she has already pre- 
pared herself in case of any 
emergency. 

“I placed mattresses on 


top of the dining table to 
hide under in case of an 
earthquake,” she said 

Director of the Aqaba 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) Lieutenant Colonel 
Omar Tarawneh said that 
no serious disturbances 
were reported other than 
panic among some resi- 
dents following foe earth- 
quake. 

According to Lieut Col. 
Tarawneh, foe CDD has 
been distributing pamphlets 
in schools, factories, cen- 
tres and major buildings to 
raise public awareness 
regarding procedures to 
take in case of an earth- 
quake. 

On Dec., 8, Aqaba resi- 
dents were awakened by a 
light earthquake measuring 
4.9 on foe Richter scale. 
Dozens of aftershocks mea- 
suring between 3 and 4 on 
foe Richter scale were 
recorded since the Nov. 22 
earthquake which measured 
6 . 2 . 


Housing department distributes 
plots to low-income groups 


Businessmen to meet 
with EU envoys to 
discuss projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
group of 200 Jordanian 
businessmen Wednesday 
will meet with envoys 
representing European 
Union (EU) embassies in 
Amman to discuss the 
outcome of the October 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) econom- 
ic summit and foe recent 
Barcelona conference. 

The meeting, organised 
by the Jordanian Busi- 
nessmen’s Association, 
will follow up on projects 
proposed at foe MENA 
summit and will deal with 
cooperation between Jor- 
dan and the EU. 

In addition, it will delve 
into developments in the 
EU-Jordanian partnership 
negotiations. 

The association aims to 
familiarise Jordanian 
businessmen with the cur- 
rent role of foe EU and its 
future objectives. 

Representing the Euro- 
pean side at the meeting 
will be the ambassadors 
of the United Kingdom. 
France, the EU, foe Span- 
ish ambassador's advisor, 
foe Spanish commercial 
attach^, the second com- 
mercial secretary at the 
Italian embassy, the 
French commercial 

otfnrhil rh>> A nctrian rnm. 


mercial attach^, and a 
representative of the 
Swedish embassy in 
Amman. 

On Tuesday, a delega- 
tion representing the 
association will meet with 
Minister of Planning 
Rima Khalaf. 

The meeting is part of a 
series of contacts organ- 
ised by the association 
with ministers in charge 
of economic affairs to 
exchange views on part- 
nership between the pub- 
lic and private sector and 
means to serve foe nation- 
al economy. 

In another development, 
foe board of foe Amman 
Chamber of Industry on 
Monday decided to set up 
a committee to follow up 
foe implementation of 
recommendations issued 
by foe MENA summit 
and contacts between Jor- 
danian and foreign busi- 
nessmen wbo took part in 
the summit. 

The committee, headed 
by chamber president 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan, 
includes as members 
Abdul Ilah Tabaa’, Ziad 
Himsi, Imad Sbammaa’, 
Abdul Haleem Abdeen 
and Abdul Noor 
Hatmihph. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment Department 

(HUDD) Monday distrib- 
uted plots of lands in the 
Ein Al Basha district near 
Sweileb to limited income 
groups who had deposited 
savings with HUDD for 
this project. 

HUDD Director General 
Yousef Hiyasat said during 
a ceremony held for foe dis- 
tribution of the plots that 
his department had pre- 
pared 534 plots for benefi- 
ciaries to build houses on. 

The beneficiaries, all lim- 
ited income groups, are 
offered plots ranging in 
area between 150 to 300 
square metres, Mn Hiyasat 


said. 

The total cost of tbe.land 
bought for this purpose was 
JD 1.6 million, Mr. Hiyasat 
added. 

HUDD spent another JD 
2.14 trillion on providing 
infrastructure like schools, 
roads and electricity and 
community centres for foe 
beneficiaries, he said. 

The facilities built at foe 
site include boys and girls 
schools, community centre 
public gardens and a car 
park in addition to infra- 
structure and civil works, 
Mr. Hiyasat said. 

Beneficiaries receiving 
land are of two groups: 
those who have saved with 
HUDD in advance and who 


get plots at cost; and low- 
income groups who can 
buy these plots at market 
prices, according to Mr. 
Hiyasat. 

He said the HUDD will 
remain committed to offer- 
ing housing services to lim- 
ited and low-income groups 
and will arrange for benefi- 
ciaries who save with foe 
department to buy foe plots 
in instalments through foe 
Housing Bank. 

Mr Hiyasat added that foe 
department has saved some 
plots for people wishing to 
open stores or start busi- 
nesses at foe site and that 
plots for these purposes 
will be sold at market 
prices. 


Finances for Zarqa River basin 
development to be increased 



AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jeddah-based Islamic 

Development Bank and the 
Arab Fund for Social and 
Economic Development 
(AFSED) Monday agreed 
to increase the financing of 
foe lower Zarqa River basin 
development project, 

according to Minister of 
Agriculture Mansour Ben 
Tarif. 

The increase means that 
funding will be available 
for the development of an 
additional 100,000 dunums 
of land within foe basin, a 
project that entails drilling 
more artesian weils, planti- 
ng of trees, opening agri- 
cultural roads and provid- 
ing essential services and 
assistance to local farmers 
whose lands are affected by 
foe project, foe minister 
said in an announcement 
following a meeting held 
with foe team representing 
the AFSED and foe Islamic 
Development Bank. 


The team is now on a visit 
Jordan to assess foe 
progress on the project so 
far. 

According to foe minister, 
both institutions will jointly 
provide JD 7 million to 
help finance the extension 
project 

In another development, 
Mr. Ben Tarif attended a 
ceremony to honour a 
group of 20 fanners who 
have achieved what have 
been considered distin- 
guished results from their 
work in foe basin during 
previous stages of the pro- 
ject 

According to foe minister, 
in the first two stages of foe 
project hundreds of thou- 
sands of dunums were 
developed and reclaimed; 
retaining walls were built to 
stop soil erosion, roads 
were built and trees were 
planted. 

He said the project aims 
primarily to aid local fann- 


ers in the increase of food 
production. 

The minister also noted 
that in 1994 JD 3.7 million 
were spent on foe develop- 
ment of lands in the basin 
and so far JD 4.6 million 
have been spent this year. 

Also Monday, Mr. Ben 
Tarif said Jordanian agri- 
cultural exports have start- 
ed to increase since foe 
beginning of December. 

At a meeting with a dele- 
gation representing farmers 
in foe southern Jordan Val- 
ley, Mr. Ben Tarif said foe 
government was keen to 
help fanners increase their 
production and market their 
produce. 

He stressed foe need to 
coordinate foe efforts of foe 
private and public sectors 
in marketing Jordanian pro- 
duce abroad through foe 
establishment of spe- 
cialised export companies. 




4 World News 
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Sri Lankan forces hunt 
Tamil Tiger rebels in east 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Sri Lankan troops and 
planes a re attacking large 
groups of Tamil Tiger guer- 
rillas who have redeployed 
in jungle bases in the east 
after the fall of their north- 
ern jaffha stronghold, 
defence officials said 
Monday. 

“We have launched search 
and destroy operations 
against terrorist bases in the 
jungles where our intelli- 
gence says they have 
regrouped,” a senior mili- 
tary officer in the east said. 

“We asked for air support 
and they have taken some 
targets.” 

A senior air force officer 
said aircraft and helicopters 
bad been deployed to sup- 
port ground troops. 

Police commandos, 
backed by army and air 
force ground troops, have 
surrounded several rebel 
jangle bases in the 
Batticaloa and Amparai dis- 
tricts, officials said 
But they said the rebels 
invariably slipped out and 
evaded troops as they knew 
the terrain and moved in 
small groups, mainly at 
night. 

“We have to keep pressure 
on their jungle hideouts to 
disrupt their plans for 
attacks," the senior officer 
in the east said 
The National News 
Agency said Sunday the 
army was sending more sol- 


diers, including commandos 
and air-mobile troops fresh 
front' their victory in Jaffna, 
to the east. 

Air force planes bombed a 
rebel base in the jungle at 
Kanjikudichchiaru in east- 
ern Amparai district 
Saturday, defence officials 
said 

Rebel radio trafic inter- 
cepted by army electronic 
warfare experts indicated 
the Tigers had suffered 
heavy casualties in fee air 
strike, they added 

Military intelligence 
sources said the Liberation 
Ti gers Of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) were planning to 
regroup and establish a base 
area in Batticaloa, where the 
army is thinly stretched 
after pulling out most of its 
troops for the capture of 
Jaffna. 

The rebels have launched 
a propaganda campaign in 
areas they control in the east 
to get more support from 
residents, they said 

The Tigers were also 
recruiting more fighters 
there to fill ranks depleted 
by the Jaffna fighting, they 
said 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Anuruddha Ratwatte has 
said he estimates rebel 
strength had fallen to about 
5,000 from 12,000 after the 
capture of Jaffha last week. 

The army's capture of the 
town in its biggest offensive 
in 12 years of war marked 


“the beginning of the end” 
of the Tamil Tigers, Mr. 
Ratwatte was quoted as say- 
ing Sunday.. 

The rebels were believed 
to be planning more mas- 
sacres of Sinhalese villagers 
in remote hamlets bordering 
the jungles, the intelligence 
sources said. 

Marauding groups of 
Tigers butchered more than 
100 Sinhalese men, women 
and children in a series of 
raids on hamlets in the east 
after the army launched its 
offensive to capture Jaffna 
town on Oct 17. 

Mr. Ratwatte said that if 
the rebels' war for an inde- 
pendent homeland for 
minority Tamils in the north 
and east were to end and 
peace to take hold, the gov- 
ernment's political package 
offering Tamils extensive 
autonomy had to be imple- 
mented. 

The government s ays i t 
wants to weaken the LTTE, 
who broke a ceasefire in 
April, to bring them back 
into talks to end the war in 
which more than 50,000 
people have died since 
1983. 

Meanwhile Sri Lanka's 
influential Buddhist clergy 
has for the first time sup- 
ported. a radical ethnic 
peace plan following a key 
government victory over 
Tamil Tiger rebels in the 
country’s north, officials 
said Monday. 


The top Buddhist monks 
backed the autonomy pack- 
age during a meeting with 
President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga Sunday when 
she called on the clergy to 
inform them on the anny’s 
successful capture of Jaffna. 

Officials quoted Chief 
Priest Palipane 

Chandananda as saying that 
Colombo was keen on a 
peaceful solution to the con- 
flict which had claimed 
over 50.000 live s since 
1972 but the LTTE opposed 
it. 

“The Maha Sanga 
(Buddhist clergy; would 
fully support the president 
in her efforts to wipe out 
terrorism, rehabilitate war- 
tom areas and usher in 
peace,” Chandananda said. 

He bad earlier asked the 
government to shelve Mrs. 
Kumaratunga’s constitu- 
tional reforms until the 
LTTE was crushed militari- 
ly and supported the army's 
campaign against the Tigers 
to capture Jaffna. 

Following the army's cap- 
ture of Jaffha after nearly 50 
days of heavy fighting, the 
government says it will 
press ahead with granting 
greater autonomy to minori- 
ty Tamils in exchange for 
ethnic peace.- 

Most Sri Lankans are 
Buddhists, while the minor- 
ity Tamils are mainly 
Hindus. 


N. Korea on brink of 
famine — U.N. official 


LONDON (R) — Secretive 
and impoverished North 
Korea -is on the brink of 
famine following summer 
floods* and a poor interna- 
tional response to pleas for 
fooTaid, a senior United 
Nations official said 
Monday. 

“There are all the signs of 
an approaching famine," 
said Trevor Page, director 
of the World Food 
Programme (WFP) in North 
Korea. 

“It is very disturbing that 
there is no food aid arriv- 
ing” since the first modest 
shipment of 5,140 tonnes 
last month, be said in a tele- 
phone interview from the 
capital, Pyongyang. 

Mr Page said the aid that 
had arrived was “totally 
inadequate” and was only 
enough to feed 363,000 
people for three weeks, out 
of a total population of 
around 23 million. 

Malnutrition was a severe 
problem in some areas and 
some children were below 
SO per cent of their average 
target weight for their 
height, he added. 

Mr. Page said even in 
Pyongyang, “people don’t 
get enough to eat”, although 
they were not starving. 

He said about 70 people 
had died and about 500,000 
were severely affected by 
August floods, after which 
the Communist country 
accepted food aid for the 
first time in its history. 

The Geneva-based 
International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC> 
said last month some 
400.000 hectares (988,000 
acres) of arable land were 
ruined by the floods and 


granaries were also 
destroyed. The country's 
main crop is rice. 

The supply problem is 
now exacerbated by the 
onset of winter. No figure 
for the percentage of total 
crop ruined by the floods 
was available. 

North Korea rarely grants 
visas to westerners and has 
until recently viewed 
accepting foreign aid as a 
threat to its sovereignty. 

But Mr. Page said North 
Korean officials “take me 
wherever I want to go” and 
were cooperating fully with 
the WFP. 

“The first shipment. .was 
well distributed, that went 
fine...But after that there is 
nothing.” 

In contrast in 1991 a vis- 
iting UN. team was “treat- 
ed a bit like spies” and had 
not been able to assess 
needs, a WFP" spokesman in 
Rome said last month. No 
assistance was provided. 

The spokesman said the 
November shipment had 
been paid for almost entire- 
ly from the WFP’s emer- 
gency funds. No more aid 
could be sent until dona- 
tions had been made to 
replenish the organisation's 
coffers. 

The United Nations 
appealed in September for 
$15.7 million for disaster 
relief but only a small por- 
tion has materialised 

North Korea is deeply 
impoverished, with recur- 
rent but unconfirmed 
reports of widespread 
hunger and disease in rural 
areas, in contrast to boom- 
ing South Korea, one of the 
world’s fastest growing 
economies. 


Shootings leave Manila 
businessmen in fear 

MANILA (R) — An octo- 
genarian FUipino-Chinese 
industrialist was shot dead 
on his way to work Monday 
and radio reports said a left- 
ist death squad had claimed 
responsibility. 

The leftist Alex Boncayao 
Brigade (ABB) group also 
claimed responsibility for 
shooting another Filipino- 
Chinese businessman, 48- 
year-old Benjamin Yu, also 
Monday morning. 

Mr. Yu. head of Coastal 
Packaging Inc, was in criti- 
cal condition in a Manila 
hospital, radio reports said. 

Police said they thought 
robbery or a labour dispute 
may have been the motive 
for the killing of Leonardo 
Ty, S2, who was shot dead 


along with his driver in the 
Manila district of Quezon 
City. 

“We are looking into the 

possibility of involvement 
of labour groups in one of 
(TV’s) firms,” said police 
General Ricardo De Leon. 

Gen. De Leon said 
labourers at one of Mr. Ty’s 
firms had threatened a 
strike to press for a wage 
rise. 

Police also said they were 
not discounting robbery as 
Mr. Ty’s wallet and brief- 
case were stolen. 

A group of about six 
young men opened fire with 
handguns on Mr. Ty's car as 
be was being driven to his 
Manila Paper Mills Inc 
plant iri Quezon City. 


Japan opposition leader 
decides to step down 


TOKYO (R) — Former 
Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu has decided to step 
down as leader of Japan's 
main opposition party, a 
party spokesman said 
Monday. 

The spokesman said Mr. 
Kaifu, prime minister from 
*989 to 1991, intended to 
back Shinshinto (New 
Frontier Party) secretary 
general, Ichiro Ozawa, in 
the Dec. 27 election for the 
patty presidency. 

“I hope candidates in the 
presidential election will 
compete by focusing on 
policies and the fhture 
image of the party. I have 
decided to pass the baton to 
Mr. Ozawa and to give up 
running in the election," 
Mr. Kaifu told a news con- 
ference late Sunday. 

Mr. Ozawa, 53, consid- 
ered the mastermind of a 
political realignment which 
led nine opposition parties 
to band together a year ago 
to form Shinshinto, has 
scheduled a news confer- 
ence for Monday at which 
be was expected to 
announce his formal candi- 
dacy for president 

Candidates have until 
Saturday to enter the con- 
test the result of which is 
due to be announced on 
Dec. 28. 

Mr. Ozawa's main and 
possibly only challenger 
will be another former 
prime minister, Tsutomu 
Hata. 

The leadership battle has 
been set off by Shinshinto’s 
failure so far to attract 
widespread voter support. 

An opinion poll last week 
showed the pity had a pop- 
ular rating of only 12 per 
cent, far behind Prime 


Minister Tomiichi 

Murayama's coalition of his 
Socialist Party, the long-rul- 
ing Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) and the 
Sakigake Party of Finance 
Minister Masayoshi 

Takemura. 

Mr. Kaifu, Mr. Ozawa and 
Mr. Hata were all once LDP 
politicians who split from 
the party two years ago 
amid corruption scandals 
and accusations that it was 
too closely linked to busi- 
ness. 

Since then the LDP, under 
its own new leader Ryu taro 
Hasbimoto who is Japan’s 
tough-talking trade minis- 
ter, has clawed its way back 
to the top of opinion polls. 

Political analysts believe 
a Shinshinto leadership bat- 
tle could cause a split in the 
party, with some members 
even returning to the LDP 
fold, making the latter even 
stronger as general elec- 
tions loom. 

Mr. Hata, who beaded a 
fragile minority govern- 
ment for two months in 
1994, made his name as a 
champion of political 
reform at the height of the 
charges of corruption 
against the LDP. 

Mr. Ozawa, a politician 
many Japanese love to hate, 
is blunt, assertive and seem- 
ingly unafraid of making 
enemies — characteristics 
seldom seen in his coun- 
’& politics. 

lis 1993 book. Blueprint 
For A New Japan, set sales 
records for political books 
in Japan and drew attention 
overseas for its calls for a 
more assertive Japanese 
foreign policy and greater 
efforts by Tokyo to cut 
trade barriers. 




Aum members admit 
attack on Tokyo subway 

TOKYO (AFP) — Two senior members of the Aum 
Supreme Truth cult admitted Monday they had released 
deadly nerve gas into the Tokyo subway in March. 

Tom Toyoda, 27, told the Tokyo District Court he had 
unleashed Sarin gas by pricking a plastic bag with an 
umbrella. *1 committed a terrible, violent crime,” he told 
the court, according to Jiji Press. 

Kenichi Hirose, 31, also pleaded guilty to rounder charges 
in connection to the March 20 gassing, which killed 11 
people and injured 5,500. 

Both are deputy heads of the cult’s self-styled “science 
ministry.” Mr. Hirose said he had been ordered by the cult 
“science minister" Hideo Murai to kill passengers for their 
“salvation.” 

Murai, 36, was stabbed to death in front of the cult’s 
Tokyo headquarters in April. 

‘I’d like to offer heartfelt apologies to the dead and 
injured,” Mr. Hirose said. He also said Aum Supreme Truth 
guru Shoko Asahara had tried to "become the world’s king 
by using arms." 

Mr. Asahara was happy with the casualties in the rush- 
hour attack, according to Mr.Toyoda and Mr. Hirose. 



Bangladeshi policemen take a break during the second day of an opposition-called 
general strike in Dhaka against the government of Prime Minister Khaleda Zia (AFP 
photo) 

Militants hurl bombs in Bangladesh strike 


DHAKA (R) — Militants 
hurled homemade bombs in 
the port city of Chittagong 
Monday as political vio- 
lence shook Bangladesh 
again on the third day of a 
crippling general strike 
aimed at forcing out Prime 
Minister Begum Khaleda 
Zia. 

Police said most of the 
bombs were like firecrack- 
ers but some were more 
lethal. At least 20 people 
were injured in the bomb- 
ings, a local journalist said 
quoting police and witness- 
es. 

Smoke wafted over a five 
kilometres area between 
Chittagong's Agrabad com- 
mercial district and the port 

“A few bombs exploded 
on the port compound as 
well, but apparently caused 
no damage.” one witness 
said. 

In the capital Dhaka five 
people were hurt when 
unidentified activists buried 
bombs at a march by the 
Jamaat-E-Islami party, one 
of the opposition groups 
staging the three-day strike 
to oust Mrs. Khaleda and 
force .Changes in &~g<Snela] 
election plan. ' ' 

Bombs also exploded in 
the city’s Bijoy Swarani 
area where opposition 
activists set a mini-taxi on 
fire. 

At Mahakhali, women 
activists of the opposition 
Jatiya Party fought a run- 
ning battle with women 
police, witnesses said. 

Police said unidentified 
attackers also hurled two 
petrol bombs Sunday at the 
home of Mohammad 
Nasim. a senior official of 


the main opposition Aw ami 
League, but no one was 
hurt 

A general election has 
been called for Jan. 18. 

The opposition threatened 
Monday to escalate its 
action to get the polls 
rescheduled and held under 
a neutral caretaker govern- 
ment, rather than with Mrs. 
Khaleda and the ruling 
Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP). 

“There can be no election 
under the BNP government. 
Any attempt to pursue it 
will invite a harsher 
response,” Awami League 
leader Sheikh Hasina said. 

“The country is heading 
for a disastrous future and it 
can only be saved if the 
power-crazy prime minister 
realises the gravity of the 
situation and stands down.” 

The strike has paralysed 
Bangladesh since Saturday. 
The only vehicles moving 
were rickshaws and most 
offices and businesses were 
closed, witnesses said 

Police stepped up security 
after violence on the first 
two. days in which more, 
than ; .TOO „ people were’ 
injured' 

Guns were fired and 
home-made grenades 
thrown in clashes Sunday. A 
member of an opposition 
party was stabbed Friday. 

Mrs. Hasina and her allies 
have said they will resist the 
January election at all costs. 
They say they will boycott 
it unless Mrs. Khaleda 
hands over to a neutral 
interim administration. 

The opposition accuses 
Mrs. Khaleda's government 
of rigging a 1994 parlia- 


mentary by-election and of 
corruption, and says no 
election held under her can 
be fair. 

It has mounted a long 
campaign of often-violent 
rallies, general strikes and 
transport blockades lo try to 
oust her. 

Mrs. Khaleda, elected in 
1991 in what were billed as 
Bangladesh’s first free 
polls, denies the vote-rig- 
ging and graft accusations. 

Chief election commis- 
sioner. justice A.K.M. 
Sadeque, said in an inter- 
view with the independent 
UNB news agency Sunday 
the election could be 
delayed until Feb. 22 if all 
sides agreed. 

But an understanding 
must be reached by Dec. 17, 
the deadline for registering 
to enter the January elec- 
tion. 

“Otherwise, we will have 
to declare anyone who had 
filed a nomination and had 
no rivals as a member of 
parliament elected uncon- 
tested. It may create new 
problems," Judge Sadeque 
said. ■ 

1 Sources in both the BNP 
and t be opposition said 
Commonwealth Secretary- 
General Emeka Anyaoku 
had sent a letter to Mrs, 
Hasina and Mrs. Khaleda 
on Dec. 7 offering his help 
to solve the political crisis. 
No parties had yet replied. 

The Commonwealth chief 
sent his special envoy Sir 
Ninian Stephen to Dhaka in 
October 1994 in an earlier 
unsuccessful attempt to 
mediate between the coun- 
try's political rivals. 


Minister says Japan reactor 
leak will not change policy 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese government offi- 
cials Monday downplayed a recent accident 
at a prototype fast-breeder reactor on the 
Sea of Japan coast, and stressed their inten- 
tion of upholding the country’s nuclear 
energy programme. 

“My personal conviction is that Japan, as 
a country poor in its own natural resources, 
needs to continue its nuclear energy pro- 
gramme,” Science And Technology Agency 
Minister Yasuoki Urano told a news confer- 
ence. 

Last week up to three tonnes of sodium 
leaked from a cooling system at the Monju 
reactor in Fukui prefecture in central Japan, 
forcing it to be manually shut down. 

“Taking an objective look, the accident 
was not gravely serious,” Tomio Tsutsumi, 
international trade and industry vice minis- 
ter, told reporters. 

“It was a type of accident that had been 
expected. That is why precautionary mea- 


sures had been prepared in case of such an 
incident,” he said. 

The 280-megawatt reactor produces more 
fuel than it uses and is operated by the gov T 
eminent's Power Reactor And Nuclear Fuel 
Development Corporation (PNC). 

A PNC spokesman said there was no dan- 
ger of radioactivity from the leak, adding 
the corporation had started d rainin g the 
remaining sodium out of the cooling system 
Monday to start investigating the leak. 

It will take about three days to remove an 
estimated 340 tonnes of sodium from the 
system, the spokesman said. 

The liquid sodium, which is used as a 
coolant, will be placed in a nearby tank dur- 
ing investigations into the cause of the acci- 
dent, be said. 

Japan relies on nuclear reactors for 33 per 
cent of its power and the goverm ent aimg to 
raise that to 42 per cent by 2010. 


Clashes raise concern about Angola truce 


HARARE (AFP) — A few 
weekend clashes between 
Angolan government troops 
and former rebels in strate- 
gic areas in the north and 
east have sharpened fears 
that the fragile truce in this 
battle-scarred country could 
fall apart, observers said. 

Trouble notably has flared 
up since last month in the 
oil-rich northern region of 
Soyo and in north Lunda in 
the east, a diamond mining 
region. It has sparked con- 
cern about the country’s 
commitinent to the Lusaka 
peace accords of November 
1994, under which rebels 
were to disarm and both 
sides to quarter soldiers 
before merging into a dew 
national army. 

On Sunday, government 
representatives in Lunda 
and Moxico, also in the 
east, blamed UNITA — the 
Union For The Total 
Independence Of Angola 


led by Jonas Savimbi — for 
artillery attacks on the town 
of Nzaji and called for a 
general mobilisation. 

They warned there could 
be a “bloodbath" if the 
United Nations, which has 
troops in Angola to oversee 
the truce, did not do some- 
thing. 

UNITA Radio Vorgan 
meanwhile charged that 
nine of its soldiers were 
-killed Sunday in fighting 
with government troops in 
Pedra-De-Feitico, near 
Soyo in the north. 

UNITA military chiefs 
wanted this could only 
increase "negative conse- 
quences" in that zone where 
tension has been high since 
UNITA abruptly stopped 
disarming and quartering its 
soldiers last month to 
protest a series of govern- 
ment attacks. 

UNITA had only started 
the operation on Nov. 20, 


the first anniversary of the 
Lusaka Accords, and quar- 
tered only 400 of its troops 
in the central city of Vila- 
Nova far short of the 1 50 
troops a day the United 
Nations had requested. 

Special U.N. envoy to 
Angola Aiioune Blondin 
Beye has deplored the gov- 
ernment attac&s in the north 
and stressed they could not 
have come at a worse time. 
He tried to sooth matters by 
meeting both President Jose 
Eduardo Dos Santos and 
Mr. Savimbi but it did noth- 
ing to ease the strain on fee 
ground. 

The two sides are clearly 
Still vying for control over 
these mineral-rich northern 
and eastern regions. But so 
far both have backed off 
from any large-scale mili- 
tary operations of fee sort 
that marked fee civil war. 


Diana’s mystery 
number baffles 
Britons 

LONDON (AFP) -Since 

the weekly news of fee 
world published a picture 
of Princess Diana leaving 
hospital. British press com- 
mentators have been trying 
to decipher the hidden 
me anin g of the number 492 
emblazoned on her base- 
ball cap. A Tunes commen- 
tator suggested feat it 
referred to the numerical 
equivalent of fee first three 
letters of Dibbs. fee nick- 
name fee Princess of Wales 
gave to Captain James 
Hewitt, fee dashing horse- 
man with whom the 
estranged wife of Prince 
Charles acknowledged 
having carried on an affair. 
The commentator ex- 
plained feat !T>” was fee 
fourth letter of the alpha- 
bet, "I” the ninth and “B” 
fee second. But his theory 
did not convince Times 
readers, many of whom 
came up with their own 
alternatives. “K. 492” is the 
number Austrian musicolo- 
gist Ludwig Von Koechel 
gave to Mozan’s opera The 
Marriage Of Figaro, said 
one, stressing feat the plot 
involves a countess madly 
in love with a soldier. The 
reader said this could be 
good news for the royal 
family since fee opera’s 
fourth act ends wife a rec- 
oncilation between the 
heroin and her husband. 
But a sports buff said 
Princess Diana was merely 
trying to remain in the 
limelight and tried to equal 
Michael Atherton, fee cap- 
tain of England’s cricket 
team who made history in 
the test-match against 
South Africa by batting 492 
balls. 

Jackson’s 

condition 

improves 

-NEW YORK (R) — Pop 
raegastar Michael Jackson 
was showing signs of 
improvement Sunday and 
the hospital where he is 
being treated said doctors 
were thinking of moving 
him out of intensive care 
and into a private room. 
Jackson, 37, collapsed 
Wednesday during re- 
hearsal for a cable televi- 
sion special feat was to be 
broadcast Sunday. He has 
since been in fee intensive 
care unit at Beth Israel 
North Hospital in Manhat- 
tan. “Mr. Jackson's status 
has been upgraded to stable 
and improving. His med- 
ical team is seriously con- 
sidering moving him to a 
private room so that be can 
better ambulate,” a record- 
ed message at fee hospital 
said. “Mr. Jackson’s gas- 
troenteritis is under control 
and his diet has been 
enhanced to include solid 
food His heart status is 
completely normal,” the 
message said. It added that 
Jackson “continues to 
receive hundreds of caids, 
gifts and flowers from his 
friends and fans from 
around the world. All their 
love and support has been 
greatly appreciated and 
helpful to his recovery ” 

Erotic U.S. photos 
anger N. 
Zealanders 

WELLINGTON (R) — A 
controversial exhibition 
featuring erotic pictures by 
fee late U.S. photographer 
Robert Mapplethorpe drew 
protests at its New Zealand 
opening. Members and 
supporters of the conserva- 
tive Christian Heritage 
Party sang, prayed and 
made protest speeches at a 
small demonstration. Ex- 
hibition curator Germano 
Celant told Renters feat 
despite taking fee exhibi- 
tion around .the world for 
years, he seldom saw pub- 
lic demonstrations. “It’s the 
First time I’ve seen this 
kind of manifestation in the 
street. It was announced in 
Perth but It never went 
through, and not in Europe, 
not in America when I fed 
fee show," he said. The 
exhibition was cancelled in 
Washington DC, a gallety 
director was arrested in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and in 
Wellington a censor has 
rated the show snitable for 
people only over fee age of 
IS. 
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Boys on Bicycle overtake an armoured personnel carrier on the first day of the general strike in Karachi. The 
Mohajir Qaumi Movement (MQM) announced the strike as a three-day mourning following the killing of MQM 
leader Altaf Hussein's elder brother and nephew (AFP photo) 

MQM calls off third day of strike in Karachi 


KARACHI, Pakistan CR) — 
Pakistan’s ethnic Mohajir 
National Movement 
(MQM) called off the third 
day of a strike Monday to 
enable mourners to attend 
the funerals of the m ordered 
brother and nephew of 
MQM leader Altaf Hussain. 

The MQM had called for 
a three-day strike in the 
southern province of Sind, 
of which Karachi is the cap- 
ital, starting ' Sunday in 
protest at the killin gs of 
Nasir Hussain, 60. and Arif 
Hussain. 28, found shot 
dead with marks of torture 
Saturday. 

The MQM’s Karachi- 
based coordination commit- 
tee said in a statement that it 
had decided to call off the 
last day of the protest so 
that transport would be 
available for many people 
to tnra out Tuesday to join 


“funeral prayers for the 
martyrs”. 

Police said seven people 
were killed in attacks in 
Karachi Sunday and pro- 
testers set at least seven 
vehicles on fire. 

There were no immediate 
reports of fresh killings 
Monday, but witnesses said 
most of Karachi’s shops, 
businesses and schools 
stayed shut, while police 
and paramilitary Rangers in 
armoured cars rumbled 
through near-deserted 
streets. 

More than 1,800 people 
have died in ethnic and sec- 
tarian violence in Pakistan's 
biggest city and economic 
hub thfe year. 

The government says Mr. 
Hussain is orchestrating the 
unrest from London, where 
he has been living in self- 
exile since 1992. The MQM 


accuses security agencies of 
persecuting its members. 

Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto urged the “saner ele- 
ments" in the MQM Sunday 
to persuade its leadership to 
abandon die strike, which 
has paralysed Karachi and 
otter towns in Sind. 

She ordered security 
agencies to investigate the 
killin gs of Mr. Hussain 's 
relatives, and the Sind 
provincial government said 
it would set up a judicial 
inquiry to “find the real cul- 
prits”. 

The MQM has accused 
the government of killing 
the two men in revenge for 
last month’s assassination 
of the brother of Sind Chief 
Minister Abdullah Shah. 
The government denies the 
charge. 

Ms. Bhutto said all three 
men might be victims of 


gang warfare. ‘They 
thought that by killing these 
apolitical persons, they 
could inflame the situation 
and destroy peace,” she 
said 

Ms. Bhntto, speaking to 
reporters in Islamabad, 
blamed the unrest on an 
unidentified “foreign fac- 
tor”, saying there had been 
reports of what she called 
terrorists being trained in a 
foreign country, an apparent 
reference to neighbouring 
India. 

The MQM, which has 
choked activity in Karachi 
on 24 strike days so far this 
year, wants greater political 
and economic rights for the 
city's majority Mohajirs — 
Urdu-speaking Muslims 
who fled from India at parti- 
tion in 1947 and their 
descendants. 


S. Korean ex-president on 8th day of hunger strike 


‘ SEOUL, (R) — South 
Korea's humiliated former 
President Chun Doo Hwan 
refused food as he kept up a 
’ .^r strike in his deten- 
tion cell for the eighth day 
Monday, and prison offi- 
cials worried about his dete- 
riorating health. 

“He didn’t eat this morn- 
ing except barley tea. He 
seems pretty weak and is 
not in a good shape,” said 
an official at the Justice 
Ministry. He declined to go 
into derail. 

A prison official said 
Sunday the authorities 
might have to take action 
about his health if be con- 
tinued to refuse to eat He 
did not say whether Mr. 
Chun would be force-fed. 

Meanwhile, ex-President 
Choi Kyu-Hah snubbed a 
summons by prosecutors to 
appear for questioning 
Monday at 10 am. (0100 
GMT). The domestic 
Yonhap news agency said 
prosecutors were planning 
to visit him at home. 

“He didn’t come in today 


as requested. We have not 
yet decided on what to do.” 
a prosecution official told 
Reuters. 

Prosecutors want to ques- 
tion Mr. Choi as a witness to 
help piece together the 
sequence of military events 
that enabled Ml Chun, then 
a major-general, to master- 
mind a December 1979 
coup that led to an army 
massacre crushing ci vilian 
resistance in Kwangju in 
May 1980, with an official 
death toll of about 200 peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Choi -was caretaker 
head of stale after die assas- 
sination of President Park 
Chung-Hee in October 
1979. He was toppled by 
Mr. Chun, who led a group 
of young military in the dar- 
ing putsch. 

An aide to Mr. Choi earli- 
er said the ex-president was 
unlikely to appear at the 
prosecutors office because 
of ill health. 

Mr. Chun was arrested 
and detained on Dec. 3 on 
charges of military rebellion 


ste mmin g from the coup. 

Prosecutors were expect- 
ed to indict Mr. Chun by 
Dec. 22, the last day prose- 
cutors are allowed to detain 
him legally. 

“Since the deadline falls 
on Dec. 22, we expect to 
formally indict him mi that 
day or before ” the prosecu- 
tion official said. Mr. Chun 
will be the second former 
president to face corruption 
charges. 

Ml Chun, who ruled 
South Korea with an iron 
fist from 1980-88, has 
refused solid food since his 
arrest on Dec. 3. 

His wife Lee Soon-Ja is at 
a remote monastery where 
she and ter husband once 
lived in self-imposed exile 
for two years. 

“She came here originally 
for a seven-day praying 
period. But if she decides to 
stay longer, she can,” a 
Buddhist monk at the 
monastery in northern 
Kangwon Province said 
Sunday. 

He said Ms. Lee, who 


looked weak and had lost a 
lot of weight, was not eating 
well. “She is eating mostly 
porridge.” 

The couple vanished to 
the monastery in 1988 after 
Mr. Chun handed power to 
Roh Tae-Woo and publicly 
confessed to corruption dur- 
ing his role from 1980-88. 

Ml Roh, another former 
general, was indicted on 
bribery charges last 
Tuesday. He has been 
detained since Nov. 16. 

Prosecutors continued 
Monday to call in former 
top military leaders, includ- 
ing Defence Minister Choo 
Young-Bock and army 
Chief of Staff Lee Hui- 
Sung. Both served under 
Ml Chun, and Ml Lee was 
martial law commander at 
die time of die Kwangju 
massacre. 

Prosecutors want to know 
how Ml Chun and his band 
of officers managed to roll 
over martial law authorities, 
arrest die martial law com- 
mander and sideline the 
president. 


Russian candidates try to win big swing vote 


MOSCOW (R) — Candi- 
iates in Russia's pariiameit- 
ary election floixJed televi- 
sion screens Monday with 
rampaign adverts to try to 
ratch the huge swing vote in 
be last week before Sun- 
lay’s poll. 

Television channels 
squeezed dozens of adver- 
isemenls between sched- 
iled programmes over the 
veekend and Monday, a 
toliday for most Russians 
lefore Tuesday's Constitu- 
ion Day. 

Opinion polls suggest the 
Communist Party is set for a 
iig win, but also indicate 
hat up to half the 104 mil- 
ieu voters are still unsure 
vho to back. Many politi- 
ians and pollsters believe 
ouch will be decided in the 
ast few days. 

“1 think the last week will 
»e the hardest and most dif- 
icult You can expect the 
mexpected to happen," 
fekaierina Lakhova, a 
eader of the centre-left 
Vomen of Russia party, told 
he independent channel 
JTV. 

An expert on Russian 
’resident Boris Yeltsin's 
inalytical centre agreed. “I 
hink every thin g will be 
lecided the last 10 days," 
-eoDid Smimyagin told the 
veekly magazine Novoye 


In the last election in 
December 1993, ultra- 
□ationaJist Vladimir Zhiri- 
novsky won many votes in 
the final stages of cam- 
paigning, partly through his 
successfal television cam- 
paign. 

The 43 parties seeking 
seats this year in the State 
Duma, or lower house, are 
resorting to different meth- 
ods to try to win over die 
undecided voters. 

The usually calm and 
stately parliamentary speak- 
er, Ivan Rybkin, who leads 
the centre-left Rybkin's 
Bloc, got up and danced the 
twist during an interview 
Sunday evening. 

Model Claudia Schiffer 
gave a boost to Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyr- 
din's Our Home Is Russia at 
die weekend by appearing 
in a fashion show partly 
organised by the centre- 
right bloc. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky appeared 
to be hoping to raise eye- 
brows when be said in an 
interview Friday that he 
sleeps naked. 

On Monday, Our Home's 
already familiar campaign 
tune was blaring out from 
radios and televisions at fre- 
quent intervals together 
with a host of other parties’ 


adverts pledging to tackle 
crime, economic problems 
and otter woes. 

Many candidates are now 
travelling outside Moscow 
to complete campaigning in 
the provinces. 

One party which rarely 
features in the television 
camp aign is the Communist 
Party. 

The Communists reject 
slick Western-style cam- 
paigning, and media anar 
lysts say they are concen- 
trating on traditional 
Communist strongholds 
rather than winning over 
new voters. Their television 
campaign may not speed op 
even now. 

“International pratice 
shows that in the last week 
parties must be more calm 
and measured. I think the 
Communists will be acting 
this way,” said Anatoly 
Lukyanov, a top party lea- 
der. 

Meanwhile at Moscow 
University, only four elderly 
professors were reading the 
campaign posters displayed 
in the campus hall. Their 
students came and went 
with hardly a glance at the 
information, designed to 
help them vote in Russia's 
legislative election. 

Also overlooked is a 
poster with the warning: 


“young people — if you 
don’t vote, others will vote 
for you.” 

T don’t intend to vote. It 
doesn’t interest me,” assert- 
ed Paulina, a 22-year-old 
journalism student 
Tfs impossible to trust 
men who were Communists 
for 50 years and who now 
call themselves Democ- 
rats.” 

Equally disillusioned is 
Dima, 19, but who never- 
theless says be win go to the 
polls Sunday. 

“We must keep the 
Communists and the fas- 
cists from getting a majori- 
ty. I know very well the 
people ril vote against but 
not the ones I'll support” 
Dima’s indecision appears 
to reflect a widespread atti- 
tude among diasffected 
young Russians. 

Even Yulia, a militant in 
Yabloko admits that she 
could just as easily have 
backed another movement. - 
“Yabloko’s programme is 
no better than the others,” 
she argued. “But it’s the 
only reform party that has a 
chance of passing the five 
per cent barrier,” which is 
necessary to enter the 
Duma, the lower house of 
parliament. 


Dudayev aide badly wounded 


MOSCOW (R) — A top 
aide to Chechen separatist 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev 
was badly wounded in an 
attack by an unid en tified 
group and then arrested by 
Russian troops, ITAR- 
TASS news agency sa id 
Monday. 

Some members of the 
group accompanying 
Akhmed Zakayev on a jour- 
ney through breakaway 
Checbenya were killed and 
others were wounded when 
unidentified attackers 
opened fire with rifles and 
grenade launchers, it added. 

Russian troops arrested 
Mr. Zakayev and took him 
and his surviving compan- 
ions away from the scene. 

Earlier TASS said Mr. 
Zakayev, who holds the title 
of culture minister in Ml 
D udayev’s rebel govern- 
ment and is a regular con- 
tact between the separatists 
and the media, was wound- 
ed and captured in an inci- 


dent involving Russian 

troops. 

A later report, quoting a 
military news release broad- 
cast on local television, said 
the incident happened late 
Sunday on the way to the 
settlement of Urus-Martan, 
not far from a Russian 
checkpoint. 

It was not possible to con- 
firm the report immediately. 

Mr. Zakayev is one of the 
Chechen representatives at 
intermittent peace talks with 
the Moscow-installed local 
administration. 

Ml Dudayev, who leads 
an independence movement 
that opposes the Russian 
forces who moved into the 
region exactly a year ago 
Monday, is hiding in the 
mountains. 

On Monday, thousands of 
Chechens defied the Rus- 
sian military and staged a 
noisy protest Monday in 
their ruined capital, Grozny, 
on the first anniversary of 


Moscow's bloody offensive 
against the breakaway 
province, witnesses said. 

Helicopter gunships 
swooped low over the 
crowd, drawing jeers from 
an otherwise good- 
humoured gathering that 
seemed content to chant 
anti-Russian slogans and 
offer Muslim prayers under 
the watchful gaze of Interior 
Ministry troops. 

“We’U stop the Russians. 
They’ve been trying to 
scare us for a year and it 
will never work,” said Leyla 
Babayeva, 48. shaking her 
fist at the clattering heli- 
copters as otters yelled the 
Muslim cry “Allahu Akbar” 
(God is Greatest). 

Troops sealed off the city 
to prevent people coming in 
from the partly rebel -held 
countryside. 

The crowd, estimated by 
police at about 10,000 
marched from the bombed 
out Yubileyniy (Jubilee) 


Cinema, near the ruins of 
the presidential palace, to 
the headquarters of Mos- 
cow-appointed Chechen 
leader Doku Zavgayev. 

Mr, Zavgayev and Ml 
Y eltsin, who launched the 
army against Mr. Dudayev's 
separatist administration on 
Dec. 11, 1994, were the 
main targets of the protes- 
tors. 

“For Yeltsin vodka, for 
Chechnya freedom,” read 
one banner, waving among 
the green Chechen flags and 
pictures of Mr. Dudayev 
and guerrilla commander 
Shamil Basayev. 

“Zavgayev is a traitor,” 
the crowd chanted. 

The deraostrators dis- 
persed early in the after- 
noon. 

Journalists at the scene 
saw little sign of trouble, 
although some police tried 
to prevent photographers 
and camera crews from 
filming the gathering. 


Russia’s 
rights record 
worse in 
1995 — 
activists 

MOSCOW (R) — An offi- 
cial report to President 
Boris Yeltsin on Russia's 
human rights record in 
1995 will reveal wide- 
spread and growing abuses 
and systematic violation of 
the country’s two-year-old 
constitution by his own 
officials. 

The report’s author 
Sergei Kovalyov, chai rman 
of Mr. Yeltsin's Presiden- 
tial Human Rights Com- 
mittee, told a meeting of 
activists Sunday evening 
be planned to tell the 
Russian leader that abuses 
were now “systematic and 
flagrant” in many areas. 

“The right of free move- 
ment is being systematical- 
ly ignored under various 
pretexts,” Mr. Kovalyov 
said, citing the widespread 
reintroduction of the Soviet 
“propiska” or compulsory 
residence permit in big 
cities, even for short-term 
visitors. 

He also singled out as 
unconstitutional a decree 
on organised crime signed 
by Ml Yeltsin last year 
which allowed detention of 
suspects without charge for 
30 days. The constitution 
sets a maximum of 48 
hours. 

“Even (Stalin's 1930s 
secret police chief Nikolai) 
Yezhov did not bold people 
for more than 15 days,” Mr. 
Kovalyov told the meeting 
to marie World Human 
Rights Day. 

The 65-year-old former 
Soviet dissident's commit- 
tee has been ignored by Ml 
Y eltsin although the presi- 
dent has not formally dis- 
banded it. Mr. Kovalyov 
won several human rights 
prizes in the West this year 
fra- his campaign to stop the 
Kremlin’s war in 
Chechenya. 

He told the meeting, held 
on the eve of the first 
anniversary of the start of 
the Chechen war, that the 
conflict there, which 
caused the deaths of tens of 
thousands of civilians, had 
revealed the real state of 
affairs in Russia. 

He warned that 
Moscow’s plans to bold 
elections there next Sunday 
would be “like pouring 
kerosene on a burning 
coal”. 

Mr. Kovalyov s&id 
Russian police and security 
authorities were returning 
to Soviet-style rules on 
secrecy of official informa- 
tion and were bugging tele- 
phones and opening mail. 

“These are the signs of a 
police state being reborn 
before our eyes,” he said. 

“The lack of control over 
the actions of the security 
organs is the path back to a 
totalitarian regime,” Ml 
K ovalyov told the audi- 
ence, many of them veter- 
ans of the 1970s Soviet dis- 
sident movement. 

“The Bolsheviks also jus- 
tified their totalitarian 
regime with the struggle 
against crime,” he said. 


India denies claim of hostage capture 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — There was con- 
fusion Monday over the fate of four 
Westerners held in Kashmir after a state- 
ment believed to be from Al-Faran abduc- 
tors said India ted seized three of the 
hostages and a fourth was missing. 

But Indian officials in New Delhi and an 
army spokesman in Srinagar denied hold- 
ing the tourists, and a spokesman for the 
government of the troubled state of Jammu 
and Kashmir repeated an appeal to the cap- 
tors to free their hostages taken in July. 

A handwritten statement similar to ones 
delivered by Al-Faran and given to a news- 
paper in Srinagar said the army had seized 
the tourists after an encounter on Dec. 4 in 
which five guerrillas were killed. 

“At Dabrana (Ananmag district) three 
tourists were arrested by the army while the 
fourth is missing.” the Al-Faran statement 
said. 

The statement followed a suggestion 
Saturday by the Indian army, based on 
interrogation of three guerrillas arrested in 
the clash, that the hostages may have been 
abandoned or handed over to other guerril- 
las. . 

Indian officials later contradicted the 
army statement and said Al-Faran still held 
the hostages. 

Army spokesman Hariharan denied 
Monday that the army held the hostages. 

“It was not a rescue operation for tourists. 
It was a routine cordon and search opera- 
tion in which five militants were killed, 
including an Al-Faran leader,” he told 
Reuters. 

“I am not aware of anyone arrested by the 
army,” a state government spokesman told 


Reuters in New Delhi. 

“The facts are that on the fourth of 
December there was an encounter, in Which 
five militants were killed," he said. “The 
hostages were on Dec. 4 nowhere near the 
scene of action.” 

Britons Paul Wells and Keith Mangan, 
American Don Hutchings and German Dirk 
Hasert were picked up while on trekking 
holidays in the state, scene of a bloody five- 
year-old separatist rebellion against New 
Delhi. 

A fifth, Norwegian Hans Christian 
Ostroe, was found beheaded on Aug. 1 3. 
The guerrillas have made repeated threats 
to kill the hostages. 

Al-Faran wants India to release some 15 
guerrillas, including three Pakistani nation- 
als. held in Indian prisons. India says it will 
not release foreigners but can tree 
Kashmiris as pan of a routine review of 
tbeir status. 

The state government spokesman said 
both Al-Faran, and Harkat UI Ansar, anoth- 
er guerrilla group, had claimed that Abdul 
Hamid Turki, one of those killed in the Dec. 
4 encounter, was a leader of their groups. 
.He said this confirmed a belief amriog 
officials that the two groups were the same. 

Indian officials have said in the past Al- 
Faran is a front for Harkat UI Ansar, an 
Islamic guerrilla group that functions from 
the third of Kashmir under. Pakistani con- 
trol. India controls the remaining two 
thirds. 

Harkat UI Ansa: was involved in the kid- 
napping last year of two Britons, who were 
freed unharmed. 


U.S. envoy blasts Congress over U.N. cuts 


GENEVA (R) — A U.S. 
ambassador Monday blast- 
ed “the forces of isolation 
and reaction” in Congress 
for undermining the United 
Nations and said they had to 
be defeated if the United 
States were to remain a 
world leader. 

Tbe envoy, Daniel L. 
Spiegel, told other ambas- 
sadors and top officials at 
the U-N.’s European bead- 
quarters that although reluc- 
tance to reform could 
endanger the world body, a 
main threat to its future 
came from U.S. “political 
elements”. 

‘There are now powerful 
forces in the United States 
which falsely view the 
United Nations as an enemy 
of my country's sovereign- 
ty,” declared Mr. Spiegel, 
presenting to the U.N. busts 
of late President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt and his 
wife. 

They revel in their igno- 
rance of what the U.N. actu- 
ally does every day on 
behalf of all nations and 
peoples. They marginalise 
its successes. They distort 
its failures for their own 
political ends. 

The forces of isolation 
and reaction, once on the 


fringe of our political sys- 
tem, are growing more 
powerful as they reach the 
mainstream and populate 
the halls of our Congress... 

“It is not clear, however, 
that those who wish to 
weaken our role in the U.N. 
Will be easily defeated. But 
defeated they must be, if the 
United States is to maintain 
its leadership role in a dan- 
gerpns world.” 

Listening to the address 
was U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Gbali who himself 
expressed regret last week 
at the U.S. decision to pull 
out of the U.N.’s Vienna- 
based Industrial 

Development Organisation 
(UNIDO). 

Mr. Spiegel, a 50-year-old 
lawyer who served in the 
State Department from 
1977-79 under Secretary of 
State Cyrus Vance and 
worked as an aide to 
Democratic Senators 
Huben Humphrey and Alan 
Cranston, was appointed 
ambassador in Geneva by 
President Bill Clinton in 
1993. 

He has made little secret 
of his fierce disagreement 
with Republicans now' in 
control of Congress over 
their attitude to the U.N. 


and its agencies, many of 
which are based in Geneva 
and to whom he is accredit- 
ed. 

But Monday’s speech was 
seen as a signal of his 
strong concern that the 
refusal by Congress to pay 
some 51.25 billion which 
Washington owes the U.N. 
could help destroy the 
world body that Roosevelt 
and his wife Eleanor helped 
found. 

“Unbeknownst to the vast 
majority of the American 
people, the isolationists in 
Congress are slashing U.N. 
budgets by staggering 
amounts, taking the organi- 
sation to the very brink of 
bankruptcy,” Mr. Spiegel 
declared. 

“By reneging on our 
treaty obligations to pay our 
assessments to the U.N. and 
its specialised agencies, - 
they hope to weaken the 
organisation's capabilities 
and force our withdrawal 
from the U.N. agencies. 

“By cutting voluntary 
contributions to the U.N., 
they weaken vital pro- 
grammes and betray our 
reputation as a compassion- 
ate nation,” the U.S. ambas- 
sador added. 


Belarus elects first post-Soviet assembly 


MINSK (R) — Belarus has 
elected its first fully- 
fledged post-Soviet parlia- 
ment, disregarding hardline 
President Alexander Luka- 
shenko’s attempts to stifle 
the election campaign. 

Official results showed 59 
deputies were elected 
Sunday in the final round of 
by-elections for 119 seats 
left empty because of 
invalid results in May's 
general election. 

That exceeded the 35 
members needed to form a 
quorum in what had been an 
incapacitated assembly. 
Belarus had been the sole 
former Soviet republic still 
to elect a parliament after 
the fail of communism. 

“This a victory for democ- 


racy. Thank you to our citi- 
zens for fulfilling their civic 
duty despite all the obsta- 
cles placed in their path,” 
said Mecheslav Grib, chair- 
man of the outgoing parlia- 
ment who led opposition to 
Mr. Lukashenko. 

“Relations between the 
branches of power must be 
governed by the constitu- 
tion. Let what happened 
before remain history.’’ 

The new assembly in con- 
servative Belarus will now’ 
have 198 of its 260 seals 
Filled. It will be dominated 
by Communists and their 
Agrarian allies, who won at 
least 10 more seats in 
Sunday's voting and will 
hold a total of about 80 
seats. 


There was no comment 
from Mr. Lukashenko’s 
office. 

The president had threat- 
ened to introduce direct rule 
if no workable assembly 
was returned and vowed no 
more elections would be 
held for five years. He 
barred virtually all candi- 
dates from radio and televi- 
sion and allowed only a 
derisory amount to be spent 
on campaign expenses. 

Mr. Lukashenko, suffer- 
ing from a heavy cold, 
turned up at his polling sta- 
tion late Sunday afternoon 
and was unusually laconic 
with reporters. 
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Dialogue of nations 


THE ARAB-Anstrian seminar which was organised 
by the Arab Thought Forum (ATF) in Amman earlier 
this week represents another important step by tbe 
ATF to encourage dialogue between tbe Arabs and 
other nations of tbe world. Tbe importance of this 
dialogue need not be overemphasised in a world which 
is becoming increasingly, and assertively, characte- 
rised by inter-dependence in economic, political and 
other fields. 

The emergence of a global economy and the 
telecommunications revolution, among others, have 
brought down many of the borders that used to isolate 
countries — and regions — from each other. That no 
country is an island is a concept that stood true when 
it was first formulated hundreds of years ago. It is so 
true now that no single region can be an island. Ours 
is a time of regional blocs. 

Tbe Europeans have understood tbe new spirit of 
the times better and much more quickly than -us 
Arabs. Their more developed political and economic 
institutions have helped them to respond to the 
requirements of the times by forming tbe European 
Union, which aims to unite the European nations 
around shared political, cultural and economic con- 
cerns. Such knowledge probably made the job of the 
Arab participants at tbe seminar easier. The Arabs 
are dealing with a member of a bloc whose policies are 
governed by a well-defined set of priorities and 
principles. Austria has become a member of the 
European Union and a part of a region that acts 
collectively to protect and promote its interests. We 
thus could not have had any illusions about where 
Austria is beading, enabling us to formulate long-term 
policies towards it.. 

The same could not be said about the Austrian 
participants in the seminar. Tbe Arab World remains 
a vague term that is bard to define in the new lingo of 
political and economic regionalism. Inter-regional 
^cooperation is minimal, and no framework for future 
integration is articulated. The concept Of an Arab 
World acting under a regional umbrella like that of 
the European Union is losing ground to the goal of 
achieving a Middle East region. But no final concep- 
tualisation of a Middle Eastern Woe has been drawn in 
light of the changing political environment within 
which it will be created. Uncertainties about the 
future of the Arab World thus make the formulation 
of long-term policies towards its risky, the considera- 
tion of treating its members within die framework of 
one policy not possible. 

The ATF is right to engage the Europeans in 
dialogues that will help create mutual understanding 
of the forces that shape those two areas of the world. 
But the forum should press ahead with efforts to 
launch parallel inter-regional dialogue that could 
accelerate the process of regional cooperation through 
emphasising tbe disadvantage at which the Arabs 
stand when they deal with others. Such efforts win not 
be a luxury. Arab thinkers and intellectuals need to 
teD decision-makers, and their own people, whore 
they might be beading. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARY 

CONTRARY to what the government has been saying, die 
rate of exchange of the Jordanian dinar is continually 
sliding against the U.S. dollar, while tbe Jordanian people 
are feeling the pinch in view of the rising prices of basic 
commodities, said Bassam Emoush, a columnist in Al Ra’i 
daily Monday. While in the late 1980s the Jordanian dinar 
was worth nearly three dollars, its value is dropping 
gradually to be equal to one dollar, with the result that 
poverty is spreading, especially among the limited-income 
groups, according to the writer, who is also a Parliament 
member. Warning that the situation is very dangerous in 
view of the continued rise in prices and the increase in the 
taxes, especially the sales tax, the writer said that as a 
deputy he was continually bombarded by complaints from 
people in his district asking that Parliament and the 
government take steps to stop this deterioration. Citing the 
current prices of dairy products and comparing them with 
the pre-1993 prices, the writer said the increase in prices 
together with reported plans on the part of the government 
to hike the prices of bread and fuel, are causing increased 
concern to the public. Referring to the promised cost of 
living allowance to the employees, the writer said that the 
promised JD 10 monthly allowance mil not outweigh the 
increase of basic commidities that occurred in the past two 
years or the expected increases in the coming months. He 
demanded that the government take appropriate steps to 
halt the trend in price increases rather than offer meagre 
allowance to its employees. 


A writer in Al Dustour welcomed reports about meetings 
between the Palestine National Authority (PNA) and the 
Hamas opposition group, saying that agreement to end the 
differences between the two sides is bound to benefit all 
( Palestinians. Saleh Qallab referred to a meeting between 
the PNA President Yasser Arafat and Hamas leader 
Mahmoud Al Zahar, saying this has paved the way for a 
dialogue between their groups to be held in Cairo soon. 
The emergence of such groups as the Islamic Union and the 
National Salvation Party, which announced their desire to 
participate in next month's parliamentary elections, is a 
dear indication that recondliation between the PNA and 
Hamas is forthcoming. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri ^ 


The rich and powerful, corruption and 
the shrill trumpets of our vulnerability 




ms striking how often the question of alleged corruption, 
infiuencc-peddling and excessive exploitation by the pri- 
vate sector in Jordan come np these days in people's 
conversations and in press articles. This is a telling 
phenomenon that should not be dismissed as merely the 
manifestation of jealousy or mean potitics. by some in 
society. History and human nature both indicate that 
corruption thrives during moments of political and econo- 
mic transition such as we are experiencing in Jordan — 
especially transitions from centrally controlled to market 
economies, and from patriarchal to participatory political 
systems. 

This is a central question that Jordan and other 
transforming societies must deal with quickly and firmly — 
if we are to avoid slipping into tbe abyss of rampant 
corruption, privilege, inefficiency and distortion that has 
transformed great lands like Egypt, Algeria and Russia 
from citadels of human civilisation to maelstroms of vulgar 
personal enrichment and endemic violence. This problem 
can destroy economic and democratic systems, ultimately 
leaving once proud and viable countries as pitiful, pilfered 
wrecks, arenas of chaos ruled by militias and mafias, or 
sad, lifeless carcasses only accommodating to vultures and 
worms. 

The opportunities for wi descale corruption and influence 
peddling are expanding swiftly m Jordan, due to openings 
created by the government's liberalisation, deregulation 
and privatisation of tbe economy. This is not particularly a 
comment on Jordan, because we necessarily do or do not 
have more crooks than other countries; it is rather a 
comment on toe nature of economic transformation. 
Whatever we do, we should not merely dismiss or ignore 
toe issue. Even if it is very small scale today, corruption 
must be nipped in the bud, or else it will take advantage of 
today’s very fertile soil for growth* 

Do not take my word for it, if you distrust my line of 
thinking, but rather listen to what toe International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) — our new quasi-patron — has to 
say. In a recent study on toe impact of corruption on 
economic performance, the IMF made the following 
points: 

Corruption tends to grow over time; individuals who 
occasionally only bend toe rales soon find it easy to break 
them over and over again, and individuals who obey toe 
law soon become tempted to join tbe corrupt crowd. 

Corruption tends to be worst when relations among 
individuals are personalised and state bureaucracies are 
pervasive. 

The main instruments for corruption are regulations to 
issue licenses and permits, fines for violations of laws and 
regulations, and controls over public spending (especially 
awarding contracts), hiring and promoting people, and 


access to subsidised public services. 

Unchecked corruption distorts the normal operation of 
economic markets, transfers power and authority from the 
state to unaccountable private individuals, lowers the 
quality of public decision-making, and discourages the 
most able individuals from entering public service (which m 
turn further promotes long-term mediocrity and institu- 
tionalised corruption). 

The process of reducing tbe state's role in the economy 
via privatisation or price deregulation “can produce enor- 
mous opportunities for bureaucratic corruption during the 
transition, when the institutions necessary to limit it have 
not been developed, while the habits developed in the 
previous period may not have changed." 

A society has to fight corruption by using culturally 
relevant approaches, and toe most feasible way to reduce 
corruption is to scale down the government’s role in the 
economy, especially in the fields of spending, taxing and 


We in Jordan and other Arab lands should accept that 
most of these factors, danger signs and potential threats 
apply to our societies, and in some cases they fit like a 
glove. It is already very evident — for those who care to 
listen to the messages coming out of our own society — that 
we suffer an increasing amount of resentment among 
ordinary people. That resentment is largely due to toe 
perception — perhaps wrong, bur a real perception 
nevertheless — that rich and powerful people are enjoying 
special privileges that bring them new wealth and power. 

The resentment takes four primary forms: by people 
everywhere against tbe rich and powerful in Amman; by 
Jordanians against foreigners, especially against Israelis, 
toe World Bank, toe United Nations, and toe IMF; by 
ordinary people against the private sector; and by ordinary 
people against toe government. These are uncomfortable, 
and for Jordan, unusual resentments. Our modem history 
of nation-building has been successful primarily because 
national growth also always meant a relatively equitable 
sharing of the newfound wealth. Resentment is not a 
deeply engrained political, social or economic tradition in 
Jordan; bat it is quickly coming to the surface in its 
different manifestations, because a growing number of 
Jordanians now sense that economic expansion is no longer 
| equitable. Many — perhaps most — Jordanians now 
resent the manner in which economic privatisation is also 
expanding opportunities for 'the rich and powerful to 
become even richer andjroore powerful. I 

What do we do about this situation while rt is still 
relatively modest and manageable? I have several sugges- 
tions. 

1. We have to find out why people talk about corruption 
and influence peddling so much these days, in order to 


identify the root causes of people’s resentment. Have some 
privileges, concessions or licenses been awarded in an 
unfair manner? Is this deemed corruption or is this 
culturally acceptable? We need to find out. not to nm and 
hide. There is no shame in honesty. Only the corrupt and 
the crooked have something to hide. 

2. Having identified the root causes of people's grie- 
vances. we have to tackle them quickly and effectively- 
through our existing institutions, or through new means if 
our existing institutions are unable to do the job. 

3. To minimise the perception that rich ami pot 
people use their influence and family connections to gain 
economic advantages, we have to devise more transparent.^, 
and equitable systems by which contracts and licenses art ' ' 
awarded to the private sector. 

4. The whole issue of privatisation has to be submitted to ■ 
a credible national process of political and cultural debate 
that allows for the formation of a national consensus. It is 
criminally negligent of us as a country and a society to 
promote privatisation as a means of economic salvation 
while in fact the process of privatisation may be emerging 
as one of the most serious causes of corrosive economic 
alienation, political resentment and social embitterment. 

We only have to look to places like Russia, Egypt, and 
Mexico to see what happens when traditionally authorita- 
rian, paternalistic, patriarchal or autocratic systems sud- 
denly liberalise, pull back, and give the private sector a 
leading role in national economic growth. Such laods 
endure a fate of three sadnesses: a pathetic pattern of 
political falsification, appropriation and violence; a rapid 
economic plunge into sustained and epic banditry; and a 
slow expansion in the numbers and despair of the poor, 
while traditional soda! solidarity succumbs to deep com- 
munal cultural lacerations and personal economic greed 
and desperation. 

This is the worst scenario — but it is a real scenario that 
has come true in many countries around the world. It is not 
a scenario that suddenly ambushes innocent societies. 
Rather, it announces itself well-ahead of time, in the form 
of several different but equally dear early warning signs: 
financial stress at family level, deviant ‘or criminal be- 
haviour by individuals, widening socio-economic dispari- 
ties, and — the trumpets are straining full blast .on this one 
— growing resentment by ordinary people against the rich 
and powerful. 

It is possible that ordinary people’s perceptions of 
corruption and personal enrichment at the expense of the 
public good are wrong or exaggerated. It is very possible. It. 
is also possible that we have a major problem here. We 
would be doubly criminally negligent to wait for history to 
deliver the verdict, while the shrill blast of the warning 
trumpets tries to nudge us into action. 


Yugoslav crisis created post-cold 
war role for NATO 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

LONDON — NATO, Rus- 
sians move into former 
Yugoslavia... U.S. troops 
pour into Hungary... Ger- 
man forces in action 
abroad... Switzerland and 
Sweden offer help to West- 
ern efforts... 

Anyone who had been 
asleep for toe past five 
years and woken to see 
today’s headlines might 
think that someone was 
playing a practical joke or 
that world war three had 
begun. 

The Yugoslav conflict, 
Europe’s worst in half a 
century, has caused untold 
misery — but it had also 
redrawn the diplomatic and 
security map in ways that 
would have been unthink- 
able just a few years ago, 
even with the end of the 
cold war. 

Providing the Balkan 
peace agreement to be 
signed this week in Paris 
holds, toe four-year-old 
conflict will be over. 

The changes wrought in 
toe world beyond will last 
well into toe next millen- 
nium. Although toe United 
States, Russia and other 
European countries have 
argued bitterly over how to 
end tbe war, new prece- 
dents have been set and old 
taboos broken. 

Five years ago, a Euro- 
pean summit in Paris proc- 
laimed the end of toe cold 
war and a new era of peace- 
ful co-e^istence. U.S.- 


Soviet cooperation during 
the 1991 Gulf war against 
Iraq and plans for doser 
European integration 
through the Maastricht 
Treaty seemed to confirm 
that a new golden age had 
arrived. 

Since then, the breakup 
of toe Soviet Union, econo- 
mic troubles in Europe, toe 
failure to end toe Balkan 
war swiftly and a realisation 
that toe Gulf war was an 
exception rather than a pre- 
cedent have tarnished those 
hopes. 

Nevertheless, toe Yugos- 
lav war has proved to be a 
catalyst for breathtaking 
change. 

"Without this crisis, I 
doubt whether you would 
have seen a' whole host of 
things — NATO operating 
beyond its borders, greater 
German military commit- 
ment, changes by the 
French, cooperation with 
toe Russians — for years to 
come, if at all,” said a 
senior European diplomat. 

The point has been illus- 
trated graphically in toe 
past week. 

France, frustrated by 
European impotence in for- 
mer Yugoslavia, announced 
that it would return to clos- 
er military links with toe 
U.S. -led North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation after 
almost 30 years of keeping a 
cool distance. 

It marked a recognition 
that, for the time bung at 
least, Europe has nothing 
to match U.S. diplomatic 
and military power. 

At the same time, Ger- 


many moved ever closer to 
lifting the historical taboo 
on military involvement 
abroad, aware that a coun- 
try of its size and power 
could no longer afford to 
take a back seat in interna- 
tional peacekeeping. 

. German army officers 
taking part in a NATO-led 
force to implement the 
Yugoslav peace agreement 
left for Bosnia last Thurs- 
day, the first ground troops 
to be sent on a potential 
combat mission abroad 
since the end of World War 

n. 

While Germany was di- 
vided, West Germany’s 
forces were limited to toe 
defence of NATO territory. 
No longer. 

Although German troops 
in former Yugoslavia will 
be limited largely to a sup- 
porting role, their presence 
is particularly significant 
because of sensitivities re- 
lated to the Nazi invasion 
and occupation of Yugosla- 
via during World War II. 

For NATO, leading a 
60,000-strong force into 
Bosnia marks an even big- 
ger change. 

The 16-nation Western 
alliance, which never fired a 
shot in anger during the 
cold war, is mounting its 
biggest operation in support 
of peace — and beyond its 
borders. 

After tbe Berlin Wall fell 
in 1989, conventional wis- 
dom at NATO headquar- 
ters in Brussels was that 
such “out of area” missions 
were an unlikely prospect 
for a defensive alliance. 


NATO gradually became 
involved in former Yugosla- 
via from 1992 onwards, giv- 
ing air cover to U.N. 
peacekeepers on the 
ground and flying combat 
patrols to enforce a U.N. 
ban on military flights over 
Bosnia. 

As the line between tra- 
ditional peacekeeping and 
enforcement became un- 
comfortably blurred, 
NATO used its might in air 
strikes against the Bosnian 
Serbs and effectively set it- 
self up as the "enforcement 
arm” of the international 
community in Europe. 

Russia complained, high- 
ly suspicious of its former 
foe. But Moscow has now 
signed cooperation agree- 
ments with the alliance and 
will send a contingent to 
work alongside NATO in 
Bosnia. 

Other countries — in- 
cluding Poland, Hungary 
and tbe Czech Republic — 
have used the conflict to 
further their bids for mem- 
bership of the Western 
alliance and the European 
Union. 

They are sending troops 
to work under NATO com- 
mand and Hungary, once a 
communist member of the 
Warsaw Pact, is allowing 
U.S. troops and equipment 
to use its territory as the 
mam staging post for tbe 
Bosnia operation. 

Sweden, which claimed 
steadfast neutrality during 
decades of East-West con- 
frontation. is also contribut- 
ing to the NATO-led force. 


Slow European 
integration to help 
ease social disruption 


By Ethan B. Kapstein 

PARIS — The disruptive 
strike by France's public- 
sector unions stems from 
the government's plan to 
halve the budget deficit and 
scale back the national 
health and social security 
systems. 

But much more is at 
issue. The protest is also 
about the future of Europe 
and the state of democracy 
in France. 

The government 
announced huge changes in 
social policy a few weeks 
after President Jacques 
Chirac met with Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl of Germany 
in October. 

Mr. Kohl apparently told 
Mr. Chirac that if France 
wanted to join Germany in 
the first stage of the Euro- 
pean currency union in 
1998, it must cut its deficit 
■(about $59 billion this 
year), which has exploded 
because of low growth and 
because ever fewer workers 
are supporting more re- 
tirees. 

In the United States, big 
changes in social poliev 
would be unthinkable with- 
out debate. But French 
politics, ruled by a tiny 
elite, represents arrogance 
at its worst. 

The government, think- 
ing it knows better than the 
people, makes decisions 
without consulting them. 
The National Assembly is a 
rubber stamp. Deprived of 
debate, the French take to 
the streets. 

Mr. Chirac may be cor- 


rect about the need to force 
through the reforms. Since, 
he controls the assembly^ 
he may have thought that 
doing so would be punless. 
But the issues should have 
been debated. 

The French, like most 
Europeans, are coddled 
from cradle to grave. Most 
people understand that the 
welfare system needs 
changes, but they ask, 
“Who will lose?” 

Certainly not toe ridr. 
Most people, especially un- 
ion members, say, "We 
will.” 

Fearing a plunge in living 
standards, the French ques- 
tion their government and 
its European ambitions. If a 
monetary union and a ang- 
le market mean a dedining 
quality of life, why go for- 
ward? 

To them, Mr. Chirac's 
answer — that life will be 
even worse if the French do 
not accept austerity today 
— is intolerable. 

The government defines 
its dilemma this way: 
should it proceed with 
European Union, swallow- 
ing short-run costs for long- 
term benefits? Or should it 
satisfy voters today at the 
cost of toe single market? 

That’s a false choice. The 
deeper issue is the timing of 
integration. 

The writer, director of stu- 
■ dies at the Council on Fore- 
ign Relations, contributed 
this comment to The New 
York Times, 


A messy leadership fight in Japan 


By Paul Eckert 
Reuter 

TOKYO — Two former 
prime ministers and a 
vaunted powerbroker are 
locked in battle for lead- 
ership of Japan main 
opposition party, in a con- 
test that could galvanise the 
party for national polls — 
or cause a fatal split. 

The Shinshinto (New 
Frontier Party) showdown 
could determine Japan’s 
next prime minister — if toe 
reformist group feres well 
enough in general polls to 
oust the coalition domin- 
ated by the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP). 

But a messy fight among 
pasty stalwarts could ex- 
pose factional fault lines in 


Shinshin to. virtually ensur- 
ing a conservative LDP 
government for toe rest of 
the decade. 

The contest pits current 
leader Toshiki Kaifu, a for- 
mer LDP prime minister, 
against another ex-prime 
minister, Tsutomu Hata. 
and Shinshinto strategist 
Ichiro Ozawa. 

All three men scrapped 
successful careers with the 
LDP to join forces with an 
amorphous opposition 
grouping which toey forged 
into Shinshinto last Decem- 
ber. 

Although close political 
allies, each has such sharply 
contrasting styles and tac- 
tics that observers predict 
rancour no matter what toe 
outcome. ' 


“There’s a good chance 
that the Shinshinto will 
split,” said veteran political 
commentator Masaya Ito. 

He said some party mem- 
bers unhappy with toe out- 
come of the Dec. 16-26 
election, might even rejoin 
toe LDP. 

Mr. Kaifu has a reputa- 
tion for probity and strong 
oratorical skills, but has 
been criticised as an ineffec- 
tual leader during his 1989- 
91 tenure as prime minister 
and in a year at the helm of 
Shinshinto. 

The affable Hata, who 
headed a fragile minority 
government for two months 
in 1994, made bis name as a 
champion of political re- 
form despite his meteoric 
career in toe most corrupt 
faction of the LDP. 


Mr. Hata ally Mr. Oza- 
wa, the politician many 
Japanese love to hate, is 
blunt, assertive and 
seemingly unafraid of mak- 
ing enemies — characteris- 
tics seldom seen in his coun- 
try’s politics. 

Mr. Ozawa’s 1993 book, 
“Blueprint for a New. 
Japan,” set sales records for 
political books in Japan and 
drew attention overseas for 
its calls for a more assertive 
Japanese foreign policy and 
greater efforts by Tokyo to 
cut trade barriers. 

Although the reform 
plans outliqed in his book 
underpin the basic policy 
platform of Shinshinto. Mr. 
Ozawa has preferred to 
work behind the scenes and 
until this week resisted 


seeking the party’s top post. 
, "The only thing on my 
mind is winning the next 
general election,” Mr. Oza- 
wa told reporters. "Anyone 
can be party bead.” 

But conceding to suppor- 
ters’ demands, Mr. Ozawa 
agreed on Friday to seek 
toe presidency on the con- 
dition backers endorse his 
policy prescriptions, which 
5™** * sweeping over- 
haul of the tax system and a 
reduction of Japan’s power- 
ful bureaucracy. 

Political analyst Minoru 
Monta said the basic policy 
would be similar whatever 
toe election outcome, leav- 
ing a choice of leadership 
style between Mr. Ozawa’s 
strong-arm methods and 
the concensus-building 


ways of Mr. Kaifu and Mr. 
Hata. 

'The question is which 
style of leadership best 
matches the probeims 
Japan faces,” said Mr. 
Monta. 

Breaking with the strict 
membership rules. practised 
by other Japanese political 
parties, Shinshinto has 
opened its presidential elec- 
tion to anyone aged 18 or 
older who is willing to pay a 
1.000 yen ($10) registration 
fee. 

General elections do not 
have to be held nnt3 mid- 
1997, out Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama is 
widely expected to call 
them after next year’s 
budget is passed by toe end 
of March. 
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Smokescreen: Vladimir Zhirinovsky^s campaign advertisements exude confidence, bot his star is 


-V’ 5 - waning 

Struggling Zhirinovsky 


:i 




L . 


By Helen Womack 

: MOSCOW — Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, at risk of 
being eclipsed by a new 
generation of Russian bard- 
■ liners, appears to be getting 

- desperate. He may still be a 

- bogeyman in the West for 

- his nationalism and nuclear 
sabre-rattling, but be looks 
as if be is losing his power 
to shock and fascinate at 

- home. So he is resorting to 
sex appeal and mud- 
slinging in the hope of 
attracting votes in this 
month's Duma elections. 

The lesson of the last 
:■ such poll in 1993 was clear: 
never make any predictions 
about Russian politics. 
Then, Mr. Zhirinovsky, 
^ widely dismissed as a nut 
Hi case, swept in and grabbed 
-ibe largest block of seats in 
parliament. Not one of the 
pundits saw him coming. 

Mindful of how he will 
jeer at them if they turn out 
to be wrong again, analysts 
, are being very cautious ab- 
out dismissing Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky this time. But all 
tbe.signsjue that his star is 
waning as the resurgent 
, Communists look poised to 
; win the protest votes he 
took in 1993. 

And General Alexander 
Lebed, whose voice booms 
like a cannon compared 
with Mr. Zhirinovsky's 
angry rasp, has now 
emerged to compete with 
him for the patriotic consti- 
tuency. 

The latest opinion poll, 
published by Sevodnya 
newspaper this week, 
showed the Communists 
out in front with an ex- 
pected 12 per cent of the 


tries sex appeal 

Russian elections: The man who dominated 
the last poll for the Duma has lost the 
power to shock 


vote, followed by two diffe- 
rent groups of economic re- 
formers and the Women of 
Russia. Only then did Mr. 
Zhirinovsky’s misleadingly 
named Liberal Democratic 
Party of Russia (LDPR) fe- 
ature with a predicted 4 per 
cent. He was sharing the 
expected nationalist vote 
with General Lebed, right 
behind with 3 per cent. 

Opinion polls are worth 
little here, of course. More 
indicative of Mr. Zhirinovs- 
ky's shaky position are his 
own campaign tactics. 

While others are more or 
less addressing the issues in 
their television adverts — 
General Lebed's show pris- 
on bars crashing down on a 
bribe-taking bureaucrat — 
the LDPR leader has re- 
sorted to sex in an attempt 
to arouse the voters. “He is 
going for the lumpen vote," 
commented Michael 
McFaul at the Moscow 
Centre for the Carnegie En- 
dowment for Peace. 

The clip shows a middle- 
aged man in bed with his 
wife, hair in curlers. “Who 
are you going to vote for, 
Dusya?" asks the husband. 
“For him, of course," she 
purrs, “All the others are 
just too awful." Perhaps the 
jokey advert could be inter- 
preted as an expression of 
Mr. Zhirinovsky’s supreme 
confidence, that be believes 
he is so well-known he does 


not need to repeat his 
promises of making the 
world tremble before Great 
Russia. But his vicious ver- 
bal attack on President 
Boris Yeltsin this week sug- 
gests something closer to 
panic. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky may 
have abused his domestic 
opponents and democratic 
politicians around the 
world, but he has been 
careful to be rude about the 
Kremlin leader, especially 
during the president's two 
bouts of heart disease this 
year. Last week, however, 
he broke his own rule and 
appeared on television, 
ridiculing Mr. Yeltsin in a 
manner which could back- 
fire. For many Russians, 
though critical of their pres- 
ident, dislike seeing a man 
being kicked when he is 
down. 

Mr. Yeltsin was like 
Leonid Brezhnev at the end 
of his life, sneered Mr. 
Zhirinovsky. “He is a pup- 
pet. They bring him in and 
out." The LDPR leader 
then went on to claim the 
credit for giving the Russian 
.leader heart failure. "He 
was laid up in the Kremlin 
in July after talking to me. I 
said, 'Boris Nikolayevich, 
the country's in a mess, the 
factories are at a standstill, 
the people are hungry, sick 
and dying.' He turned dark 
red, and then all green, and 


fell ill." 

Mr. Zhirinovsky was 
quite different when he first 
appeared on the political 
scene back in 1990. It was 
perhaps suspicious that a 
man who had been declared 
persona non grata in Tur- 
key in the 1970s should be 
the first to set up an inde- 
pendent party after the 
Communists renounced 
their monopoly on power. 
But he came across then as 
a liberal in the Western 
sense of the word. 

In the 1991 presidential 
election, which Mr. Yeltsin 
won, Mr. Zhirinovsky did 
surprisingly well by promis- 
ing the voters free vodka. 
Only in the parliamentary 
elections two years ago did 
his totalitarian tendencies 
and imperial ambitions be- 
come unmistakable, with 
his promise that Russian 
soldiers would “wash their 
boots in the Indian Ocean" 
while foreign objectors 
would risk nuclear attack 
and domestic dissidents be 
sent by cattle truck to the 
Arctic Circle. 

Many Russians, disgrun- 
tled with economic reform, 
sent a warning to Mr. Yelt- 
sin by voting for Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky in 1993. But this 
time they see the stakes are 
too high and will choose the 
more sober Communists. 
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Iran says U.S. firms only 


losers from sanctions 


By William MacLean 

/tourer 

TEHRAN — The 1970s 
Buick crawled along traffic- 
clogged streets beneath 
huge wall paintings of Iran's 
Tslamic leaders. 

“Too many cars in 
Tehran. So many people," 
sighed the civil servant at 
the wheel. 

At times it can take hours 
to drive across the Iranian 
capital, a smoky megalopo- 
lis of more than 10 million 
people that lies in the sha- 
dow of snow-sprinkled 
mountains. 

The woes of Tehran's 
motorists help explain why 
foreigners still flock to the 
Islamic Republic to do busi- 
ness despite its troubled 
economy and the threat of 
tighter U..S. trade sanc- 
tions. 

Iran is the Gulfs most 
populous country and num- 
ber two oil exporter, with a 
consumer market larger 
than all other Gulf states 
put together. The fast- 
growing population of more 
than 60 million has nearly 
doubled since the 1979 re- 
volution which overthrew 
the Shah. 

Iranian officials say U.S. 
sanctions will not halt its 
economic development be- 
cause no foreign trade part- 
ner can afford to ignore the 
Gulfs largest market, espe- 
cially one situated strategi- 
cally next door to indus- 
trialising Central Asia. 

So attractive is Iran’s eco- 
nomic potential that even 
major American multina- 
tionals are willing to flout 
sanctions in order to get a 


slice of the action, Iranian 
officials say. 

And Iran is perfectly will- 
ing to do business with 
them, provided U.S. firms 
use their political influence 
to persuade their govern- 
ment to lift the curbs, they 
say. 

"Many American com- 
panies are contacting us and 
trying to have a rela- 
tionship," Deputy Oil 
Minister Ahmad Rahgozar 
told Reuters. 

“We are always advising 
them to go to their govern- 
ment and sort out the prob- 
lems with their politicians 
first." 

“It is American politicians 
who are banning the econo- 
mic relationship. It is not 
the Iranian government," 
he said. 

“So once they decide to 
lift this ban, then the 
ground is prepared to have 
an economic relationship 
with them.” 

Washington in June ban- 
ned trade between Amer- 
ican companies and Iran in 
retaliation for Iranian 
opposition to the Middle 
East peace process and an 
alleged widespread Iranian 
threat to U.S. interests glo- 
bally. Iran rejects the 
charges. 

The move caused a 
damaging slump in the riyal 
that scrambled Iran’s 
efforts to settle its big fore- 
ign debt, slowed efforts to 
put the state-dominated 
economy on a more com- 
mercial footing and led to 
austerity policies that 
slowed much business activ- 
ity. 

Some Tehran analysts see 


the sanctions partly as a 
personal vendetta bv 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, still smarting 
over the 444-day detention 
of 52 American diplomats 
and servicemen seized at 
the U.S. embassy in Tehran 
in 1979. 

Mr. Christopher, then an 
official of President Jimmy 
Carter’s administration, 
was involved in talks lead- 
ing to their release in 1981. 
Ties between Tehran and 
Washington have been hos- 
tile ever since. 

Now, Republican Sena- 
tor Alfonsc D’Amato has 
sponsored a bill that would 
block non-U. S. companies 
that do oil *■ or gas-related 
business with Iran from bid- 
ding for U.S. government 
contracts. 

Mr. Rahgozar said 
American companies in 
contact with Iran opposed 
Washington's sanctions 
policy. 

Officials also express we- 
ary irritation at what they 
call hostile propaganda by 
American and other West- 
ern politicians and say it 
stands no chance of 
weakening the Islamic gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Rahgozar is presi- 
dent of state-owned Nation- 
al Petrochemical Company, 
which this year offered par- 
tial foreign ownership in 
S3. 3 billion worth of new 
projects. 

A successful agreement 
would mark the first time 
parts of the state-owned oil 
and related sectors have 
been opened to foreign 
ownership since the revolu- 
tion. 


The company is negotiat- 
ing joint venture arrange- 
ments with European and 
Asian partners. 

"They (Iran) are willing 
to open up and deal with 
the rest of the world. That's 
quite a major concession... 
Everyone could benefit 
from cooperation," said 
Jamil Wakim, a petroche- 
mical consultant at Amer- 
ica's Stanford Research In- 
stitute. 

A big U.S. chemical com- 
pany with a major presence 
in the Gulf had been in 
talks with Iran earlier this 
year on a direct stake in the 
programme, but the imposi- 
tion of the curbs had halted 
discussions, Mr. Rahgozar 
and independent sources 
said. Both Mr. Rahgozar 
and the other sources de- 
clined to name the firm. 

Mr. Rahgozar was confi- 
dent foreign banks and gov- 
ernments would continue to 
provide loans and export 
credit guarantees. 

“Iran is prepared, and 
has always been prepared, 
to have an economic rela- 
tionship with economic and 
trade centres and institu- 
tions in the U.S.," Mr. 
Rahgozar said. 

“Even before the Islamic 
revolution, while for late 
leader the Imam (Ayatollah 
Ruhollah) Khomeini was in 
Paris, he clearly declared 
that we are not going to cut 
our economic relations with 
the U.S. 

“We consider the United 
States a major centre for 
science and technology and 
naturally we are interested 
in technology and commer- 
cial relations with the U.S." 


Tamil Tiger rebels prowl east for easy recruits 


By Moses Manoharan 

Reuter 

KOKKADICHOLAI, Sri 
Lanka — In a small hamlet 
on Sri Lanka’s east coast. 
Tamil Tiger rebels on the 
prowl for new recruits find 
easy prey among the 
women and the young. 

Around 75 including 20 
girls have joined the Li- 
beration Tige rs of Tamil 
Eelam {LTTE) in the past 
few months from the ham- 
let, where 700 families live 
by tilling the surrounding 
flatlands. 

Eighteen-year-old 
Tavam alar’s case is typical. 

Tavamalar was a high 
school student until seven 
weeks ago when she was 
seen' leaving the hamlet 
with some female rebels. 

"She told us she was 
going to visit the nearby 
town," says Alagamma, the 
sister who looked after her 
when their father was killed 
in the war three years ago. 
Her mother died shortly 
afterwards. 


More than 50,000 people 
have been killed in the war 
in which the rebels are 
fighting to establish a 
homeland in the north and 
east of the island for Sri 
Lanka's minority Tamils. 

Tavamalar’s brother says 
the family went in search of 
her, but were turned back 
at a rebel training camp at 
the edge of the hamlet, 
across a lagoon from Batti- 
caloa town in east Sri 
Lanka. 

Sh e is among hundreds 
the LTTE has recruited to 
regain control of the north 
after an army offensive that 
ended on Tuesday with the 
hoisting of the Sri Lankan 
flag above Jaffna. 

As the army prepared to 
take Jaffna, heart of the 
Tamil dream home, youths 
like Thiruche lvam . 16, 
turned to the LTTE. 

But Thiruchelvam 's fami- 
ly was luckier than Tavama- 
lar's. The family had better 
claims on the boy because 
his brother had already 


joined the LTTE. 

“When my elder brother 
was killed in the fighting 
three months ago, I ran 
away to join but they re- 
turned me to my family," 
Thiruchelvam says with dis- 
appointment. 

The LTTE has a policy of 
taking only one member 
from a family to curb re- 
sentment. The families 
themselves are cautious in 
s taring their views on the 
LTTE’s recruiting methods. 

One area of difficulty is 
the disruption of education, 
which is traditionally prized 
by (be Tamil community as 
a way to overcome what it 
believes is discrimination by 
the Sinhalese majority. 

The hamlet has never has 
electricity and the war 
aborted a bid to extend 
power lines from across the 
lagoon. 

Yet parents take pride in 
recounting the number of 
children who have studied 
by lamplight, disregarding 
the sporadic artillery bom- 


bardment at night, to gain 
college places. 

“We are older and know 
che world, but youngsters 
are easier to persuade to 
take up.arms," says a vil- 
lage elder, as he vainly tries 
to tell the LTTE in the main 

3 uare to lower the volume 
a record player blaring 
rebel martial music. 

“We are afraid the. music 
can be heard by planes 
overflying our village, but 
these hotheaded youths 
won’t listen,” he says. 

The arrival of the plane 
usually around evening is 
watched with concern by 
the villagers, craning their 
necks to see where it will 
begin its bombing dive. 

It avoids civilian areas to 
concentrate on the ha mlet’s 
outskirts, where che LTTE 
camp is located, the villa- 
gers say. 

They also live in fear of 
the troops suddenly cros- 
sing the lagoon and enter- 
ing their hamlet in pursuit 
of the rebels. 


King’s Saudi visit to be soon 


(Continued from page 1) 

cabinet meeting in his half- 
brother’s absence. 

"We call upon Him to keep 
the king in good shape and 
good health," the crown 
prince said, adding that the 
results of medical tests King 


Fahd undertook last week 
had been “reassuring." 

The king left, hospital on 
Thursday after falling ill the 
previous week, but he is 
under doctors’ orders to rest. 
A palace statement said he 
had recovered from an undis- 
closed illness brought on by 
overwork. 


Clinton reports Syrian pledge 


(Continued from page 1) 
with Syria. 

“We do not want to set 
pre-conditions for the peace 
talks with Syria. The extent 
of our withdrawal from the 
Golan will depend on the 
scope of peace and the quati- 
ty of security arrangements," 
he told journalists. 

“All we want is to be able 
to prevent three possibilities: 
a surprise attack, a general- 
ised conflict, or incidents," 
.. Mr. Barak said after a meet- 
- ing of the parliamentary fore- 
ign affairs and defence com- 
mittee. 

He said the peace talks 
should run simultaneously on 
four tracks: withdrawal, nor- 
malisation, the sharing of wa- 
ter resources and security 
arrangements in case of an 
Israeli pullout from the 
Golan. 

It will take “two or three 
weeks to know if a serious 
dialogue can be started with 
. Syria," said Mr. Barak, refer- 
ring to Mr. Christopher's 
next shuttle mission. 

Housing Minister 
Binyamin Ben Eliezer 
announced Monday that 
Israel was to build another 
100 homes for Jewish settlers 
on the Golan Heights which 
Syria wants back in exchange 
for peace. 

About 13,000 Jewish set- 
tles live on the strategic 
heights. 

Syria repeated its insist- 
ence on that Israel must with- 


draw from the Golan to the 
lines drawn just before the 
1967 Middle East war if it 
wants peace. 

“The state of war will only 
end when its after-effects 
have been eliminated," a 
senior offidal told AFP, re- 
ferring to a total withdrawal 
from the Golan, South Leba- 
non and the Palestinian terri- 
tories. 

“Israel had annexed even 
before 1967 demilitarised 
areas between the Syrian and 
Israeli lines, despite multiple 
U.N. condemnations." 

On Sunday Israeli Chief- 
of-Staff Amnon Shahak said: 
“It’s undeniable that in case 
of war the Golan has a very 
high strategic value." adding 
that no amount of weaponry 
could replace it. 

The Syrian . official asked 
what claim Israel had to the 
international borders drawn 
in 1923 under the French and 
British mandates when the 
Jewish state did not exist and 
to which “it cannot daim any 
heritage." 

A withdrawal to the 1967 
lines would give several 
kilometres of land more to 
the Syrians, bringing the bor- 
der between the two coun- 
tries much close to the edges 
of the Sea of Galilee. 

The government daily 
Tishrin said it was "not up to 
Israel to draw up the borders 
of Syria.” 

Israel is to build another 
100 homes on the Golan, 
officials said. 


Pullout ahead of schedule 


Juppe seeks 

(Con tinned from page 1) 

Viannet, met Mr. Juppe and 
commented afterwards there 
was “total disagreement" and 
“no wayout of the crisis for 
the moment." 

Marc Blondel, leader of 
the independent Force Ouv- 
riere, the other main union in 
the' forefront of the conflict, 
was less categorical, but cal- 
led for “global negotiations.” 

In an editorial, the daily Le 
Monde said the negotiations 
were Mr. Juppe's “last 
chance" and that if he failed. 
.President Jacques Chirac 
would have to replace him. 

But Mr. Juppe’s conces- 
sions were too much for the 
markets, which made gains 
last week in the belief the 
prime minister would be able 
to tough it out over his plans 
to cut the 230 billion franc 
($46 billion) social security 
deficit and restructure the 
railways, which have an 
accumulated debt of 175 bil- 
lion francs ($35 billion). 

The Paris bourse opened 
with a fall of 1.01 per cent, 
but recovered, dosing with a 
loss of 0.36 per cent on the 
CAC 40 index at 1,849.59 
points. In London, the franc 
stood at 3.4582 to the mark in 
early afternoon, down from 
3.4442 Friday. 


(Continued from page 1) 

district liaison office. 

Nablus has stood out as a 
flashpoint in what has so far 
been a relatively smooth 
withdrawal over the last few 
weeks. 

A 23-year-old Palestinian 
has been killed and more 
than 25 others injured over 
the last several days in Nab- 
lus. as they threw stones and 
broken bottles at Israeli 
troops, who responded by 
firing rubber and real bullets 
as well as tear gas. 

At least three Israeli sol- 
diers have been injured in the 
exchanges, including one 


seriously. 

The PLO is now in full 
control in the northern West 
Bank towns of Jenin and 
Tulkarm and has first contin- 
gents of forces in Kalkilya. 
Bethlehem, Nablus, and 
Ramallah. 

Palestinian officials said on 
Sunday, Israel and the PLO 
agreed to construct a railway 
which would link Palestinian 
self-rule Gaza with Egypt and 
Israel's Ashdod port. 

The announcement was 
made after a meeting in Gaza 
between senior Israeli nego- 
tiator Major-General Oren 
Shahor and PLO official Na- 
bil Shaath, in charge of plan- 


ning for the PNA. 

“Both sides agreed to 
make a railway along the 
Gaza Strip to be connected 
later with Egypt in the south 
and to Ashdod in the north." 
said Dr. Shaath’s spokesman 
Mohammad Waheidi. 

He said the project was 
expected to cost $200 million 
and preliminary work on it 
would begin this month. 

“Both sides also agreed to 
build a 40-kilometre long 
bridge between Gaza and the 
Hebron area,” Mr. Waheidi 
said. 

He said the bridge, which 
would link Palestinian-ruled 
areas over Israeli territory, 
would provide for Israeli 
security needs. 



Residents of Hebron welcome Palestinian policemen who arrived here on Sunday 
as a vanguard unit ahead of taking control of the West Batik town next year (AFP 
photo) ■ 


Assassin says rabbis backed him 


(Continued from page 1) 

surrounded by two guards. 
Once they had passed a tree, 
I walked rapidly towards him 
and took out my gun.” 

“I shot him in the back, 
aiming for the centre. I saw 
the flash and the prime minis- 
ter was thrust forward as if he 
received a blow. At such a 
distance, it is necessary to be 
very accurate.” 

“I dropped my gun. They 
arrested me and took me to 
the police, who were very 


polite with me. 

“If Peres and Rabin had 
come down together, I would 
have shot both of them be- 
cause they are both responsi- 
ble for the deterioration of 
the situation,” Amir said. 

Amir also planned to kill 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, his brother told 
police in statements pub- 
lished Monday. 

Hagai Amir said he and 
Yigal were preparing to 
assassinate Mr. Arafat and 
the senior Palestinian official 


in charge of East Jerusalem, 
Faisal Husseini, as well as 
attack Palestinian police, 
according to the police state- 
ments printed by Yediot 
Aharonot. 

Hagai Amir, 27, is accused 
of helping his brother, 25, 
prepare the attack against 
Mr. Rabin by providing him 
with the bullets that killed the 
prime minister. 

“Yigal and I had plans to 
kill Faisal Husseini and Yas- 
ser Arafat, either by attack- 
ing his helicopter or setting 


up a fake army barricade," 
Hagai told police. 

“We wold disguise 
ourselves as soldiers and stop 
them (0 check their identi- 
fication and then shoot 
them,” Hagai told investiga- 
tors. 

“We also planned attacks 
against Palestinian police,” 
he said. "Although I sup- 
ported his plan to kill Rabin, 
I was certain my brother 
would never be able to do it, 
and I made fun of him when 
he failed on two occasions." 


Stateless Arabs fear for 
their future in Kuwait 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
More than 100,000 stateless 
Arabs 'in Kuwait fear what 
1996 will have in store after 
the govehunem announced a 
year-long grace period for 
them to satisfy its terms for 
citizenship. 

Some of the stateless Arabs 
known as the bedouu will be 
naturalised on a legal basis 
while others will face unspe- 
cified sanctions, which they 
fear could mean expulsion 
from their native land. 

“We are scared to hope for 
too much and then be dis- 
appointed," said a young be- 
doun, who like several others 
asked not to be named. 

“I was born here, I’ve al- 
ways lived in Kuwait and 
have no other country," said 
a 28-year-old. He noted the 
government had yet to cany 
out its pledge to grant 
citizenship to sons of “mar- 
tyrs" who died during the 
Iraqi occupation. 

Another bedoun com- 
plained that the govern- 
ment’s only criterion was a 
2965 census rather than 
"loyalty to Kuwait.” Many 
bedoun had shown far more 
loyalty than full-blooded 
Kuwaitis, he argued. 

Since the Gulf war which 
ended seven months of Iraqi 
occupation in February 1991, 
the government has repe- 
atedly said the status of the 
bedoun would be decided on 
the basis of their loyalty. 

Some of them were mem- 
bers of tibe Kuwait resistance 
while others were jailed for 
collaborating with the Iraqis. 

The government said on 
Wednesday it would give the 
bedoun up to a year to settle 
their legal status after which 
they would be subjected to 
legal sanctions. 

Al Watan newspaper, cit- 
ing a government source, said 


between 10,000 and 20,000 
could be naturalised under 
the planned changes, while 
another 50,000 would be 
granted resident permits. 

Kuwait officially has a 
population of 1.8 million, 
only one-third of them 
nationals, between 117,000 
and 127,000 bedoun, and the 
rest foreign labourers and 
maids, mostly from Asia. 

The government says the 
stateless Arabs are offspring 
of beduins who refused or 
were denied nationality when 
Kuwait gained independence 
from Britain in 1961. 

But international human 
rights groups accuse the au- 
thorities of discriminating 
against* the bedouns, noting 
they are denied free medical 
care, education and other 
citizens' rights. 

The bedoun, which the 
U.S. group Human Rights 
Watch estimates number be- 
tween 150,000 and 180,000, 
have been excluded from the 
army since 1993 and com- 
plain about being kept out of 
the civil service. 

Human Rights Watch says 
the discrimination is aimed at 
forcing them to quit the emi- 
rate, like the thousands who 
were expelled to Iraq after 
the occupation. 

Deputy Talal Said, a repre- 
sentative for the tribes of 
Kuwait, has, however, wel- 
comed the government’s de- 
cision to finally set up a legal 
context within which the be- 
doun can apply for 
^citizenship. 

Bedoun with blood ties to 
full Kuwaitis and those who 
refused citizenship in the past 
should be first in tine for 
naturalisation, he said. It 
should also be granted to 
10,000 women married to 
Kuwaitis. 
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Palestinian business leaders seek market economy 


NABLUS, West Bank (AFP) 
— Palestinian business lead- 
ers are sending a clear signal 
to their future government 
that it should adhere to free 
market principles and create 
an efficient bureaucracy con- 
ducive to private investment. 

“Unless you have stability, 
investment law and a free 
movement of goods and peo- 
ple, you are going to have 
trouble attracting people 
from the outside.” warned 
Ibrahim Abdul Hadi, manag- 
ing director of the Arab In- 
surance Establishment Com- 
pany. headquartered in the 
West Bank town of Nablus. 

Mr. Abdul Hadi is also 


chairman of the newly- 
created Palestine Business 
Association, whose goal is to 
give the business community 
a voice in the development of 
economic policy by the 
Palestinian leadership. 

“The business community 
is suffering a lot from every 
side.” said Mr. Abdul Hadi, 
who is part of an effort to 
establish a Palestinian stock 
market in Nablus by April or 
May. “I think it is rime to try 
to defend the community." 

A self-rule government is 
to be formed after historic 
first general elections on Jan. 
20 as part of the peace accord 
with Israel to establish 


Palestinian autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank. 

Hisham Awartani, consi- 
dered a leading Palestinian 
economist and an advisor to 
several companies, said the 
new government could easily 
fall into the habit of trying to 
direct the economy. 

“If it turns out to be any- 
thing but a market economy, 
it will be a disaster,” he 
warned. 


Mr. Awartani added that 
Palestinian authorities have 
already issued exclusive busi- 
ness licenses in exchange for 
a share of the profits, which 
have effectively created car- 


tels in the telecommunica- 
tions, petroleum, cement and 
other sectors. 

“The licensing and func- 
tioning of companies was to 
be freed from too much gov- 
ernment intervention," said 
Mr. Awartani, adding the 
Palestinian authorities should 
tax profits as a way of gener- 
ating income and not through 
the granting of licenses. 

Mr. AWartani said he was 
also concerned that former 
military and political 
favourites wouid be 
appointed to key economic 
positions within the govern- 
ment. 

“There is a strong tempta- 


tion to settle debts through 
the economy,” he said. “Re- 
cruiting technocrats on the 
basis of their political record, 
that would be devastating.” 

Riad Masri is the adminis- 
trative manager for the Pales- 
tine Development and In- 
vestment Company, which 
has already generated $200 
million, mostly from Palesti- 
nians living abroad, for pro- 
jects in the autonomous terri- 
tories. 

The company has set up 
several subsidiaries in real 
estate, textiles and tourism, 
to name a few, and plans to 
issues shares as soon as the 
future government estab- 


lishes the financial laws. 

“As investors, we would 
prefer a free market,” said 
Mr. Masri, whose company 
plans to eventually raise $1 
billion in capital. “Estab- 
lishing a safe and secure en- 
vironment is also very impor- 
tant for our investors.” 


Mr. Abdul Hadi says that 
the new government has to 
send a clear signal to expatri- 
ate Palestinians, who are ex- 
pected to be the primary in- 
vestors in the territories, that 
it is safe to come home. 


“We have to make it dear 
that we are open for busi- 

: j 


ness,” be said. 


Single currency to dominate EU summit 


BRUSSELS (R) — Euro- 
pean Union (EU) leaders 
meet this week to name their 
controversial single currency 
and plan enlargment of the 
bloc to bring in East Euro- 
pean and Mediterranean na- 
tions. 

At a summit in Madrid on 
Friday and Saturday, the 
leaders face several prob- 
lems, from how to launch 
their stalled police agency 
Europe I to the cost of re- 
building battered Bosnia. 

It is the single currency 
that is expected to dominate 
the headlines and the leaders' 
thoughts — none more so 
than French President Jac- 
ques Chirac. 

His country has been para- 
lysed by transport strikes cal- 
led in response to an econo- 
mic discipline Paris must im- 
pose if it is to qualify for the 
currency. 

Germany is demanding the 
strictest economic rigour as - 


the price for sharing its mark 
in the new currency, likely to 
be named the “Euro” by the 
leaders. 

France's turmoil has 
underlined the difficulties 
some countries will have get- 
ting their economies in order, 
but without Paris and other 
borderline countries, a new 
currency would end up as an 
extended mark zone with 
three or four countries parti- 
cipating. 

With two years to go be- 
fore countries must be judged 
for their fitness to join, EU 
leaders are under pressure to 
take decisions to set the stage 
for the currency's introduc- 
tion. 


"If (they do) not," said one 
EU diplomat, “the markets 
will punish them.” 

Although the overall plan, 
calling for qualifying coun- 
tries to be chosen based on 
their economic performance 


in 1997, is more or less 
agreed, the devil is in the 
details. 

France, for example, is at 
loggerheads with all the other 
EU members over what data 
to use to decide who qual- 
ifies. 

Facing elections in 1998, 
Paris wants the decision out 
of the way as soon as possibly 
and is arguing for it to be 
taken based on estimated 
economic data available at 
the end of 1997. 

Germany says it will only 
accept more reliable data in 
February or April 1998. 

One decision the leaders 
will not take is how to deal 
with currencies in countries 
that either do not make the 
qualifications or, like Britain 
and Denmark, have an opt- 
out. 

Opening up that issue at 
the summit would be “suicide 
for us all,” one EU diplomat 
said. Instead, the leaders mil 


order up a study from the 
European Monetary Insti- 
tute, their soon-to-be central 
bank. 

The leaders are expected 
to consider demands that 
they set a firm date for EU 
membership negotiations to 
begin with Poland, Hungary, 
the Baltic states and a host of 
other former Communist 
Bloc countries lining up to 
join. 


EU diplomats say the lead- 
ers may agree to announce 
that negotiations with the 
easterners, whose leaders will 
be present in Madrid, should 
begin six months after the 
end of next year's review by 
the EU of its treaties. 


This would put the easter- 
ners on the same footing as 
Cyprus and Malta. The re- 
view, formally called the 
inter-governmental confer- 
ence, is expected to last until 
mid- 1997. 


ASEAN, EU say free trade offers benefits to all 


BANGKOK (R) — In- 
creased trade between 
Europe and South East Asia 
offers more jobs and in- 
creased prosperity to both 
sides, senior officials from 
the regions said Monday. 

In a joint news conference 
after, .meeting economic 
minsters of the Association 
of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), European Com- 
mission Vice-President Leon 
Brittan said more European 
exports would help cut Euro- 
pean unemployment while 
greater investment in Asia 
would raise living 'standards 
here. 

“I believe that opening our 
doo.*- ■ . :r .. c is not a favour 
to Oii:t- v. but a favour to 
ourselves as it helps our own 
economy. That is true for us 
all.” l- : - ?::“an said. 

7 • \ep-dty Prime Minis- 
ter Amnuav Virawan agreed: 


“It will be mutually beneficial 
to us to promote inter- 
regional trade and invest- 
ment. 

Some Asian officials also 
see closer ties with Europe as 
a way of balancing the per- 
ceived domination of the 
Asia-Pacific region by the 
United States. 

"It’s always desirable to 
have a counter-weight, to 
have a balance in our rela- 
tionships whether on a global 
basis or on a regional basis,” 
Mr. Amnuay said. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philip- 
pines. Singapore, Thailand 
and Vietnam. 

Sir Brittan. who is re- 
sponsible for trade and com- 
mercial matters at the Euro- 
pean Union's (EU) executive 
arm, said Monday's meeting 
with ASEAN, the first of its 
kind, marked a significant 


step towards free trade be- 
tween the regions and in the 
world. 

“In particular it has 
allowed us to prepare the 
ground for the meeting of the 
heads of government of the 
EU and Asia which will take 


place at the beginning of 
March (1996),” he said. 


*lt has set the stage for the 
further liberalisation of trade 
in Europe... and in Asia." he 
said. "We believe it is neces- 
sary to open trade on a world 
level. We have cleared the air 
and we have cleared the 
decks for action.” 

Sir Brittan said the meeting 
had discussed the possibility 
of new protocols on interna- 
tional telecommunications 
leading to a world agreement 
on the industry. 

He said the continuing rise 
in intra-ASEAN trade, a 
topic which dominated a day- 


long meeting of ASEAN eco- 
nomic ministers on Sunday, 
was no threat to Europe. 

“I don’t think one could 
possibly complain .about an 
increase in trade in a region 
so long as that comes from 
the lowering of barriers in the 
region rather than the raising 
of external barriers,” he said. 

Sir Brittan told Reuters 
earlier in an interview that 
ASEAN expected Europe to 
reciprocate if it lowered tariff 
barriers. 


GCC leaders reject 
proposed customs 
union, official says 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
‘Arab Gulf leaders have re- 
jected proposals for unifying 
customs tariffs on foreign im- 
ports as part of an economic 
pact aimed at creating a com- 
mon market, a senior Gulf 
official told a newspaper 
Monday. 

The beads of state of the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), who held - 
their annual summit in Mus- 
cat last week, discussed a 
.proposed standard tariff that 
has been worked out over the 
past two years. 

“The summit did not agree 
on the tariff. The GCC lead- 
ers stressed this subject 
needed a consensus given its 
significance,” said GCC 
assistant secretary general for 
economic affairs, Abdullah 
A1 Quwaiz. 

“Any way out of this will 
not be necessarily proposing 
the same formula. The GCC 
secretariat will propose new 
alternatives and will seek 
proposals from each mem- 
ber," he told the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) daily 
A1 Bayan. 

Mr. Quwaiz, a Saudi, did 
not say why the GCC leaders 
foiled to agree on the unified 
triff, which is essential for the 
establishment of the common 
market. 

Tariff unification was sup- 
posed to materialise five 
years after the six members 


signed an economic accord in 
1983. Bnt the project was 
held up by differences on the 
level of the new tariff. 

Officials said this year 
there was a compromise of 
eight to 10 per cent to bridge 
the gap between low and high 
duties in the group. The 
proposal also included setting 
up a fund to collect tariff 
revenue and compensate 
member states which could 
be affected by lowering their 
taxes. 

GCC customs chiefs said 
before the summit they had 
made headway in the unifica- 
tion process, classifying most 
of the nearly 1300 imported 
items which would be either 
taxed or exempted. 

The GCC groups Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Oman and the UAE 
in a loose economic, defence 
and political alliance created 
in 1981. 

A common GCC market 
could give birth to one of the 
biggest consumer blocs in the 
world, with imports of more 
than $50 billion and a gross 
domestic product of around 
$200 billion. 


U.S. growth slows 
but economists 
divided on rate cut 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Figures released this week 
confirm that U.S. economic 
growth has slowed from its 
rapid pace of earlier this 
year, but analysts are divided 
over whether the slowdown is 
enough to prompt a new rate 
cut by the Federal Reserve 
(Fed). 

“We had a little spurt in 
the summer and the economy 
has cooled off since then.” 
David Wyss, economist at 
DRI/McGraw Hill. 

Mark Zandi, economist at 
Regional Financial Associ- 
ates, said unemployment and 
home sales data “are consis- 
tent with an economy that is 
expanding moderately at a 
non-inflationary pace. It 
might be a little weaker than 
hoped for.” 

The government said job 
growth was sluggish in 
November and new home 
sales fell 2.7 per cent in Octo- 
ber. 

Additionally, the index of 
leading economic indicators, 
seen as a gauge of economic 
activity over the next six 
months, fell 0.5 per cent in 
October. 

Several economists said the 
U.S. economy should grow in 
the fourth quarter at an 
annua! rate of about two per 
cent, half the 4.2 per cent 
rate in the third quarter. 

John Lonski, chief eco- 
nomist at Moody's, predicted 
growth of 2.5 per cent in the 
October-December period. 
Unlike some analysts. Mr. 
Lonski predicted the Federal 
Reserve would cut short-term 
interest rates later this month 
to stimulate the economy. 

The Labour Department 
said nonferm payroll employ- 
ment increased by 166.000 
jobs in November and the 
unemployment rate increased 
to 5.6 per cent from 5.5 per 
cent the previous month. 

Some analysts said they 
were concerned by signs of 
weakness in the report. 

“The overall tone was sof- 


ter," said Mr. Wyss. He 
noted that — excluding tech- 
nical factors — nonfarm 
payroll growth was below 
100,000 for the third consecu- 
tive month. 

Manufacturing employ- 
ment fell by 32,000 jobs, 
which is "very, very weak,” 
according to Brian Fabbri, 
chief U.S. economist at Pari- 
bas Capital Markets. This 
suggests that industrial pro- 
duction declined in Novem- 
ber, he said. 

“Until we get rid of some 
inventories, it looks like 
we’re going to have very 
minimal growth in the manu- 
facturing sector of our eco- 
nomy,” Mr. Fabbri said. 

But other analysts said 
they were not concerned with 
the pace of growth. 

“I’m not depressed with 
how the economy is doing. 
There are an awful of signs 
that say we are doing better," 
said Robert Brusca, chief 
economist at Nikko Secur- 
ities International. “We did 
have a weak spot (in the 
autumn) but we seem to be 
bouncing back with great 
vigour.” 

Mr. Brusca said weakness 
in manufacturing is. offset by 
strength in the service sector. 

“The housing market 
might be cooling off from the 
rather strong levels of activity 
in the fell, but my suspicion is 
we will see a bounce back of 
activity in the first half of 
1996 — mortgage levels are 
still low, confidence levels 
are still high.” said Mr. Zan- 
di. 

Meanwhile a bank forecast 
said the risk of a recession in 
the United States in 1996 had 
heightened, with the chance 
of a downturn at 50 per cent. 

The “recession watch in- 
dex” compiled by Comerica 
Bank, which forecasts the 
likelihood of a national reces- 
sion occurring within the next 
12 months, reached the 50 
per cent probability level in 
November. 


THE Daily CrOSSWprd by Frank R. Jackson 


ACROSS 
1 Delicate 
needlework 
5 Breathing sound 
9 Grottoes 

14 Rds. 

15 Egyptian 
goddess 

16 Martini item 

17 Sedimentary 
material 

1 8 Baseball glove 

19 Type of match 

20 Offenbach 
favorite 

23 Drinks of liquor 

24 Fencer’s blade 

25 Poelically above 
27 Cause 

32 Avid 
36 Always 

39 Morally base 

40 Fanciful stories 

43 Atlanta 
attraction 

44 Sch. type 

45 Distribute 

46 Established 
method 

48 Headache 
remedy 

50 Mongrel dog 
53 Mum 

58 Chaucer opus 

63 Loudly vocal 

64 Energy source: 
abbr. 

65 Family member 

66 Smarted 

67 Author Shoiem 
66 Big man on 

stage 

69 High-strung 

70 Ship’s officer 

71 Slippery ones 


1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 




15 




16 





17 





18 




19 





20 




21 





22 






23 






■ 

24 






25 


26 


27 


28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 


■ 

36 

37 

38 


■ 

39 




40 





41 





42 





43 




ES 

44 




■ 

45 





46 




47 



48 

49 




50 


51 

52 

■ 

53 


54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 





62 







63 





1 

64 





65 




66 





67 




68 




69 




■ 

■ 

70 




71 





All rights reserved. 


Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 Endures 

2 Pertaining to 
birds 

3 Pablo Casals' 
instrument 

4 Organic 
compound 

5 Full ol crevices 

6 Like 

7 Supple 

8 Prohibit legally 


9 Kind of break 

10 Astringent 

11 Traveler's need, 
at times 

12 Of equal length 

13 Observed 

21 Atmospheric 
disturbance 

22 Harbor 
conveyance 

26 Genuine 

28 Of grandparents 

29 Window feature 

30 Dairy case item 

31 Hatchery? 

32 Selves 

33 Organized 
military 
assemblage 

34 Snares 

35 Give off 

37 Compete 

38 Ms. Bombeck 

41 Thigh bone 

42 Implied but not 
expressed 

47 Come forward 
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49 Soul 

51 Builder's item 

52 OK city 

54 Fall into disuse 

55 Cause 
happiness 

56 Katmandu's land 


57 Rulers 

58 Hurt 

59 Funny Johnson 

60 Pari of speech 

61 Thrashes 

62 Geometric 
figure: abbr. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“My grandmother is very generous. 
She still sends me $5 on my birthday- 
and she’s been dead for 20 years!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|f$ by Arnold and Mika Aiyiiton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour onSnary words. 


I won! I won! 


KALCH 




ei«ST«uwlMi Sntoa. W. 
wmwBnua 


CHALT 
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' V 
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n 
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FACTRY 
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WHAT JUNIOR 
&eCAME AT 
AN EARLY AGE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here : A 


T'YY V Y Nttp" v y'Y' N 
k A./tl.A A J k. A jL A Jl 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ADULT SCOUR PONDER DAWNED 
Answer. Why the artist of ancient scenes was 


successful — HE DREW ON THE PAST 


Pianists 



NOTHING CAN STOP 
ME FROM PUTTING 
THIS BALL THROUGH 
THE HOOP! 




Andy Capp 



MuttVJeff 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUES- 
DAY, DECEMBER 12, 1995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) You can get ahead much 
faster today with the aid of 
good friends to be sure to 
contact the right ones. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Your reputation can soar 
by handling outside activities- 
efficiently today. Gain the 
support of a bigwig for a new 
assignment. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21 ) You are highly inspired to 
gain your ambitions and 
should jot down your ideas so 
that you will not forget them 
later tonight. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 
22 to July 21) You are eager 
to get business affairs 
arranged which can bring yon 
.greater success, so get busy at 
it. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Be with dynamic partners to- 
day and listen to their ideas 
for your own advancement 
and cooperate with them. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Do your 
career activities with greater 
efficiency today and make a 
fine impression on higher- 
ups. Be happy at home 
tonight. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You have 
wanted to take in new kinds 
of pleasure for some time, so 
start making arrangements 
for such today. 

SCORPIO: {October 23 to 
November 21) Something 
different which you do at 
home can please kin very 
much. This is a good day to 
extend invitations to those 
you are fond of. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Contact 
associates and make a plan of 
action which is most worth- 
while. Take it easy tonight 
and rest. 

CAPRICORN.- (December 22 
to January 20) Try to be more 
modem today and you can 
become far more successful. 
Avoid gossips who only waste 
your time. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You are a New 
Era person and this is the day 
to show your finest talents 
and make big headway to- 
wards your success. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 2d) You have many 
fine ideas which you can easi- 
ly express today and get good 
results. This evening is best 
spent at home with your 
loved ones. 


Birthstone of December Tur- 
quoise — Zircon 
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Arab Gulf cement, aluminium production set to surge 
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AJBU DHABI (AFP) — The 
production of cement and 
aluminium m six Arab Gulf 
states is set to surge as they 
press ahead with expansion 
projects in a drive to diversify 
their oil-reliant economies. 

Official figures obtained 
Friday showed cement output 
capacity in the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) would 
grow to nearly 37.2 million 
tonnes in 2000 from tbe cur- 
rent level of around 28.8 mil- 
lion tonnes. 

Most of the expansions 
would be carried out in Saudi 
Arabia, which produces more 
than 60 per cent of the GCCs 
cement output. 

A new cement plant would 
also be set up in Ras A1 
Khaimah in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) with a pro- 
duction capacity of four mil- 
lion tonnes per year. 

The projects are designed 
to face increasing domestic 
consumption caused by a 
steady growth in the con- 


struction sector, one of the 
most profitable investment 
fields in the region given the 
high real estate prices. 

“The expansions and new 
cement projects will enable 
the GCC to cater for local 
demand and export to other 
countries, mainly Asia," the 
Doha-based Gulf Organisa- 
tion for Industrial Consulting 
(GOIQ said in a study. 

GCC states — Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar. Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE — have 
launched a drive to expand 
their non-oil industries to 
ease reliance on volatile 
crude earnings, which pro- 
vide the bulk of their income. 

The six members have in- 
vested nearly $40 billion in 
such industries, boosting 
their exports to around $15 
billion in 1994 from $8 billion 
in 198S. 

The contribution of the 
non-oil industrial sector to 
the gross domestic product 
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EXCHANGE RATES 


LONBON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Monday. 


One U.S. dollar 


1.3808/18 

1.4442/52 

1.6168/78 

1.1664/74 

29.68/72 

4.9885/35 

1591.5/3.0 

100.88/98 

6.6950/50 

6.3600/50 

5.5867/67 

1.4137/42 

0.7360/70 

7.7340/45 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


One sterling $1.5326/36 
One ounce of gold $390.10/390.40 
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also doubled to nearly 12 per 
cent. 

More rhan $5 billion have 
been invested in the cement 
industry and more funds 
would be pumped into expan- 
sions in the coming years. 

GOIC figures, which were 
presented at a meeting of the 
GCCs 22 cement plants in 
the UAE, showed the new 
projects would sharply in- 
crease the existing cement 


surplus of 560,000 tonnes per 
year to 4.7 million tonnes in 
2000. 

The organisation based its 
projections on an actual ce- 
ment production of 33.5 mil- 
lion tonnes and demand of 
28.8 million tonnes. 

“The cheap price of ener- 
gy, the absence of income 
taxes on projects and the 
presence of an advanced in- 
frastructure will make the ce- 


ment industry in the region 
one of the most important 
export-oriented industries.** 
said the GOIC. 

Energy prices in the Gulf 
are among the cheapest in the 
world as it sits on nearly 60 
per cent of the global oil 
.--serves and a third of the 
world's gas. 

Another factor is the 
GCC’s proximity to non- 


Arab Asian markets, which 
are the main importers of its 
aluminium and other indust- 
rial products. 

The high aluminium de- 
mand in Japan and other 
Asian countries has promp- 
ted the GCC's two smelters 
in Bahrain and Dubai to raise 
output capacity to around 

700.000 tonnes per year from 

450.000 tonnes in 1990. 


’My feet hurt’-- tourists’ lament in Paris 


PARIS (R) — The splendours 
of Paris are leaving a new 
impression on tourists strug- 
gling to the Eiffel Tower and 
the Louvre Museum through 
a crippling strike — “my feet 
hurt." 

Forlorn visitors, with maps 
flapping in the chill winter 
breeze, are braving stoppages 
to thread their way for hours 
around a city deprived of its 
normal lifelines of under- 
ground metro trains and 
buses, and clogged with traf- 
fic. 

When they get to the 
sights, they find many 
museums are shut or partly 
closed for lack of staff. The 
Louvre has cut its admission 
price because some galleries 
are closed. A major re- 
trospective of the paintings of 
Paul Cezanne is closing early. 

“We went out to the Palace 
of Versailles by tour bus, but 
when we got there, strikers 
were blocldng the gates and 
we couldn't go in," Grum- 
bled Yuko. a 28-year-old 
Japanese tourist. 

The strikes against auster- 
ity plans by the centre-right 
government are adding to 
gloom for the tourism sector 
after a strong start to 1995. 

A strong franc, worries ab- 
out a wave of bombings in 
France blamed on Algerian 
Muslim extremists and 
opposition to French nuclear 
tests in the South Pacific have 
all hurt reservations. 

Tourists unable to put off 
visits during the strikes, now 
beginning their third week, 
are advised to bring their 
most comfortable hiking 
shoes. 

“We've been walking 
seven hours a day,'-' said 
Manuel Gonzalez, 24, a 
Spanish bank employee from 
Madrid, visiting Paris with his 
girlfriend Noria Alvarez, 22. 
“But we’re on the side of the 
strikers." 

“I brought my running 
shoes, that helps a lot," said 
Peg Stanley, an astronomer 
from Baltimore, Maryland, 
in a cafe at the Louvre during 
a break in a conference she 
was attending. 

She said she got caught 
between riot police and a 


protest march in Paris. 
“There was rear gas around, 
my eyes were watering. The 
police showed me a way out 
but it’s threatening to have 
masses of people bearing 
down on you." she said. 

But there are also advan- 
tages for tourists — theatres 
and restaurants that are nor- 
mally solidly booked have 
seats, and the Mona Lisa can 


be seen without the usual 
scrummage. 

And U.S. tourists who 
were told before they left that 
the Cezanne exhibition was 
booked out said they got 
straight in. 

“Our flight to Paris was 
delayed because of strikes... 
but apart from the walking 
it's fine." said Joan Donnel- 
ly. 48, of Dublin. Ireland.. 


“But maybe the strikes will 
prevent us from getting 
home." 

The number of visitors to 
the Eiffel Tower is running 40 
per cent below normal for 
early December, Louvre en- 
tries were down 46 per cent 
last week and 24 per cent 
fewer people visited Louis 
XIV’s palace in Versailles 
this November than last. 
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L A review of news from the Arabic press 
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Amman , Salt city centres and 
southern Madaba to be turned into 
touristic areas 


☆☆ FEASIBILITY STUDIES for large development 
projects at downtown Amman, Salt and south Madaba 
have been completed and approved by the Ministry of 
Tourism but the implementation of the projects is pending 
the availability of funds. The Japanese International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA). which has helped in conduct- 
ing the studies, has promised to present the projects, 
costing about $60 million, to Japanese companies to secure 
financing. According to Fairouz Massoud, manager for 
designing the central region, the project in downtown 
Amman involves transforming the Hashemiyyeh Square 
into a touristic area by serting up a number of museums and 
opening a tunnel to link to Roman Amphitheatre with the 
Qalaa Square. Other work includes renovating buildings 
around the square, transforming the old Amman Munici- 
pality building into a large national museum, doing 
restoration work on the Jabal A1 Qalaa ruins and estab- 
lishing an advanced transport complex along the square. 
This project is estimated to cost JD 26 million. 

The project at Salt, estimated to cost JD 10 million, 
involves transforming the city centre into a developed 
touristic area by renovating many buildings and estab- 
lishing various touristic facilities. 

The third project, in the Madaba Govemorate, compris- 
es building a SI4 million touristic city overlooking the Dead 
Sea, installing a cable car between the city and Ma'in Spa 
and opening a road between the spa and he Dead Sea ( Al 
Dus tour). 

SSC: End-of-service indemnity is 
solely an employer-employee dispute 

THE SOCIAL Security Corporation I SSC), which has 
appealed a court ruling ordering it to pay end-of-service 
indemnity to a former worker at the Jordan Electric Power 
Company, believes that any dispute over such a payment 
should be resolved between the employer and the em- 
ployee. A source at the corporation stressed that the SSC 
has nothing to do with the end-of-service payment which 
basically is the right for an employee from his employer in 
accordance with the laws, regulations, arrangements or any 
agreement between these two parties. “Whether this 
payment issue was resolved by agreement or by a court 
decision the corporation is not a part to the dispute," the 
source said. He clarified that rhe rights of the workers at 
there SSC were specified by the social security law and that 
the end-of-service payment is not one of them (Al 
Dus tour). 

Increase in revenue will come from 
higher economic activity — minister 

** THE MINISTER of finance has stressed that the 
deficit in the 19% budget would not necessitate imposing 
new taxes or making basic amendments on collection of 
fees. He denied that the draft budget was revenue-oriented 
saying: “The increase in revenue is not much as it comes to 
•about 9.5 per cent and this extra revenue will be generated 
from higher economic- activity and not from structural 
changes tn the taxation system." The minister explained 
that indicators confirm an expected improvement in 
investment activity and. as such, there will be an increase 
on the collection base. He rejected claims that government 
spending does not cater for low-income group and pointed 
out that JD 80 million of the total increase in recurrent 
spending was for improving living conditions of civil 
servants and military personnel as an arnual increase (Al 
Ra'i). 
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Quality Furnished Suites 
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Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 
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makes my Ma happy 
f2r elegant inspite 
of the EXTRA WEIGHT 
I am causing her! 
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Jebel Ammon 
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Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


‘ European steaks & CNckan 
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Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 /Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079 / 21526 
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Baggio misses penalty 
as Napoli hold Milan 


ROME (R) — Superb goalkeeping by Napo- 
li's Giuseppe Taglialatela, including a first- 
half penalty save 'from Roberto Baggio, held 

- league leaders Milan to a 0-0 draw at the San 
Siro on Sunday night. 

The result keeps Milan, four points clear at 
the stan of the day. just two ahead of Parma 
who earlier stretched their unbeaten league 
run to 10 matches with a 2-1 win over Lazio. 

Fiorentina, a point adrift of Parma, boosted 
their own title credentials, beating Udinese 
3-0. 

But champions Juventus, back in fifth, lost 
ground after their fourth defeat of the season 

— 2-0 at Sampdoria. 

Despite laying siege to the Napoli goal for 
almost 90 minutes, Milan’s frontline, boasting 
Baggio, George Weah and Dejan Savicevic, 
never found an answer to Taglialatela. 

Baggio's 26th minute penalty, awarded for 
Andre Cruz's foul on Weah, was well struck 
but keeper dived full-length to his right to 
turn the ball away. 

After the break, Taglialatela was again 
called upon to pull off three fine reflex saves 
from Savicevic, the last a fingertip effort on 
the goal-line off a downward header. 

Parma's Colombian star Faustino Asprilla, 
playing only bis third match this season after a 
series of legal and domestic problems, justi- 
fied his selection ahead of out-of-form Hristo 
Stoichkov with a single stroke of genius in the 
37th minute. 

With his back to goal about six metres out 
and surrounded by Lazio defenders, Asprilla 
fooled goalkeeper Francesco Mandni with a 
cheeky backheel. 


After the break, the hapless Mandni was 
again wrong-footed as Gianfranco Zola's free- 
kick crept in off the defensive wall. 

Roberto Di Matteo's 90th minute header 
came too late to spare Lazio from their third 
defeat in four outings, a run that severely 
damages their title hopes. 

Juventus’s chances of catching Milan also 
suffered a setback in a match originally billed 
as a triumphant homecoming for the cham- 
pion’s trio of former Sampdoria stars — 
Gianluca Vialli. Attilio Lombardo and Vladi- 
mir Jugovic. 

Instead Enrico Chiesa outshone his illust- 
rious predecessors with two goals, taking his 
tally to five in two matches. 

Chiese opened the scoring in the 43rd 
minute with a superb shot on the turn. 

The striker, a summer signing from Cre- 
monese. added his second in the 32nd. drift- 
ing between two defenders before a breath- 
taking strike that lifted Sampdoria into sixth 
place. 

At Florence, Fiorentina’s Argentine star 
Gabriel Batistuta set up Francesco Baiano's 
first in the 18th minute, an exquisite chip, 
before clinching victory with two goals of his 
own. 

Eugenio Fascetti’s dream return to Serie A 
as manager of Bari became a nightmare as his 
side tumbled to a 7-1 defeat at Cremonese 
that leaves them propping up the rest of the 
table. 

Earlier in the week. Fascetti had compared 
his new team’s recent form to a heart monitor 
— “a bit up and down." On Sunday it was 
down. ' 


THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF & WORKS 
AGENCY FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES-IN 
THE NEAR EAST 

Is recruiting at its Headquarters in Amman: 

Head, Social Services, Grade: 18. (VN#HQ(A) 57/95) 
Fixed Term Three Years. (Second Advertisement) 

(Monthly take home pay about JD 813 plus 
dependency allowance; plus monthly provident 
fund JD 165 payable at end or service; compulsory 
medical insurance). 

DUTIES: The incumbent of this post is the 
Agency's senior social development professional, 
reporting directly to the Director of Relief and 
Social Services, managing a team of three social 
development experts at Headquarters and 
technically responsible for developmental social 
welfare programmes and projects implemented by 
field staff in Jordan, Lebanon, the Syrian Arab 
Republic and the Palestinian Territories of the 
West Bank and Gaza. The social services 
programme includes community development and 
institution building; poverty alleviation; women in 
development; community-based rehabilitation and 
integration of persons with disabilities; and family 
casework. The Head of the Social Services Office 
is responsible for input into policy formulation; 
situation analyses and needs assessments; 
appropriate strategics and specific objectives; 
technical guidelines for policy implementation; 
training of social workers and programme 
managers in the five field offices; indicators for 
programme monitoring; and evaluation of 
programme impact and achievement. S/he co- 
ordinates with other UNRWA programmes and 
inter-governmental and non-governmental 
partners in joint social development ventures, and 
represents the Agency at relevant United Nations 
and other professional' conferences. 
Administratively, s/he is responsible for the Office 
budget, and advises on staffing. Logistical and 
other resources needs. 

QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED: University 
degree in social welfare or related field, with 
special emphasis on the application of social work 
insights and methodologies to developmental 
programmes, with at least ten years experience in 
applying that knowledge, including: 1) Practical 
experience in planning, implementation and 
evaluation in one or more of the following sectors; 
community development and institution building, 
poverty alleviation, rehabilitation and integration of 
the disabled, developmental women's 
programmes; and in training local counterparts to 
run such programmes. 2) At least five years in a 
senior supervisory capacity in a large international, 
governmental or non-governmental organisation 
promoting developmental social services. 
Excellent command of written and spoken English 
and Arabic and first-rate communication skills. 
DESIRABLE QUALIFICATIONS: Thorough 
knowledge of the Near’ East environment and 
cultures; post-graduate degree or diploma directly 
relevant to one or more aspects of the social 
services listed above; computer literacy. Will be 
required to travel extensively in the Agency's area 
of operations in the Near East. 

Candidates are requested to submit a detailed 
UNRWA Personal History Form not later than 25 
December 1 995 to: 

The Office of the Coordinator 
Attention: Personnel Officer 
UNRWA Headquarters Amman 
P.O. Box: 140157 (Wadi Seer) 
Amman 11814 Jordan 
Tel: 826171, Fax: 864161 

Full consideration will be given to disabled 
candidates whose disability does not mitigate 
against effective performance of the job. Priority 
will be given to fully qualified registered 
Palestinians. UNRWA welcomes applications 
equally from men and women. 


Espanyol 
beat 
Real 
Madrid 


MADRID (R) — Espanyol 
climbed over neighbours Bar- 
celona to take second place in 
the Spanish first division on 
Sunday after a blistering shot 
from Francisco Lopez paved 
the way to a hard-fought 3-1 
home win over titleholders 
Real Madrid. 

The defeat leaves Real in 
seventh place, 11 points be- 
hind Atletico Madrid who on 
Saturday extended theft lead 
at the top with a splendid 3-1 
victory over Barcelona, who 
have slipped to third. 

Espanyol. who are now 
two points behind Atletico, 
got off to a tremendous start 
in front of a 37,000 crowd 
when captain Lopez picked 
up a loose ball and blasted it 
home with a left-foot shot 
from the edge of the area. 

Paraguayan forward 
Miguel Angel Benitez hit the 
bar midway through the first 
half and was denied by the 
post just after the break be- 
fore finally finding the. net 
with a superb individual 
effort 12 minutes from time. 

Real came baick strongly 
with Raul Gonzalez. Juan 
Eduardo Esnaider and 
Michel Gonzalez all forcing 
spectacular saves from 
Espanyol keeper Toni 
Jimenez, redeeming himself 
after an appalling blunder 
had cost his side in last 
weeks's defeat at Rayo Valle- 
cano. 

Espanyol's Jordi Lardin 
put the game beyond Real's 
reach with sue minutes left 
when be drilled home an 
Arteaga Garcia shot which 
had rebounded off the. post. 

Real scored a consolation 
goal through Danish midfiel- 
der Michael Laudrup just be- 
fore time. 

In other games Compost- 
ela scored early at Real 
Sodedad through Nigerian 
forward Christopher Ohen 
and managed to hang on de- 
spite heavy pressure and stay 
in fourth place. 

Compostela, who are play- 
ing only their second season 
in the top flight, are just two 
points behind Barcelona. 

An injury-stricken Real 
Betis travelled to Sporting 
Gijon without a single for- 
ward, but came from behind 
to win 3-2. with two goals 
from former Juventus mid- 
fielder Robert Jami. The re- 
sult means that Betis move 
up to fifth. 
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Vancouver Grizzlies Bryant Reeves goes up for the hail 
against Toronto Raptor’s Oliver Miller (left) during first 
quarter NBA action in Vancouver. The two C anadian NBA 


teams faced each other for the first time in league play 
(Reuters photo) 


Spurs, Rockets lose in double OT 


NEW YORK (R) — John 
Starks and Gary Grant com- 
bined to score all 13 of New 
York’s points in the second 
overtime as the Knicks beat 
the San Antonio Spurs 1 18-' 
112 in a thrilling game that 
continually to defied the 
odds. 

The Spurs tied the game at 
the end of regulation with 
Sean Elliott at the free throw 
line shooting two with San 
Antonio trailing by three 
points and just 1.2 seconds 
left. 

Elliott missed a wide open 
lay up at the end of the first 
overtime that would have 
clinched it for the Spurs. 

The Knicks won the second 
overtime without any mem- 
ber of their starting front 
court — because they had all 
fouled out. 

“It was an incredible win 
and an incredible ballgame." 
Knicks head coach Don Nel- 
son said. “I’m really proud of 
the team, the way they hung 
in there through all the 
adversity of losing players 
and having no big players 
left.” 

"The big guys were out. I 
had to step it up a notch.” 
said Starks. "We came up big 
when we needed to.” 

Starks led the Knicks with 
25 points while Ewing added 
19 before fouling out as over- 
time began. Charles Oakley 
had 19 points and 19 re- 
bounds and Anthony Mason 
had 15 points and 15 boards 
before both joined Ewing on 
the bench by fouling out. 

Robinson recorded a sea- 
son-high 45 points and 16 
rebounds while Elliott added 


23 points. • 

“There is no consolation in 
scoring 45 points after a loss 
like this.” Robinson said. 
"We battled hard, were 
beaten off the boards and we 
made some critical turnov- 
ers.” 

Elliott forced the first over- 
time after sinking his first 
free throw to make it 103- 
101 . He intentionally missed 
his second free throw, caught 
the rebound that got through 
Ewing's hands and banked in 
a 15-foot jumper at the buz- 
zer. 

The teams scored just two 
points apiece in the first over- 
time, but each had a chance 
to win. New York had the 
ball with 25 seconds left, but 
was called for a 24-second 
violation an instant before 
Huber Davis nailed a three- 
pointer. 

On San Antonio’s in- 
bounds play. Doc Rivers 
found a wide open Elliott 
underneath the basket, but 
he missed the lay-in at the 
buzzer. 

“It was a great game to be 
in, something to (ell the 
grandkids about," Starks 
said. 

In Portland, Arvydas 
Sabonis took advantage of a 
second chance at winning the 
game by hitting a five-foot 
hook shot at the buzzer to lift 
the Portland Trail Blazers to 
a 103-101 double-overtime 
victory over the Houston 
Rockets. 

Sabonis grabbed a rebound 
off a missed layup by James 
Robinson and Turned around 
before hitting the shot that 
appeared to be launched af- 


ter- the buzzer. 

Sabonis had a chance to 
win it in regulation with the 
score tied 86-86 but missed an 
open 18-footer at the buzzer. 

Rod Strickland had 32 
points and Clifford Robinson 
added IS for the Blazers. 
Cyde Drexler had 26 points 
and Hakeem Olajuwon 
added 21 for the Rockets. 

In Sacramento. Mitch 
Richmond scored 15 points 
and Corliss Williamson 
added 14 in his NBA debut to 
lead the Sacramento Kings to 
a 110-90 rout of the ailing 
Miami Heat. 

Williamson, who had sat 
out due to surgery to repair a 
disk problem in his back, was 
6-for-8 from the field in 17 
minutes off the bench. 

Miami, playing without in- 
jured starters Alonzo Mourn- 
ing, Kevin Willis and Billy 
Owens, was led by rookie 
Kurt Thomas, who had 29 
points and 15 rebounds. 

At Indiana, Rik Smits 
scored a career-high 44 points . 
and had 10 rebounds as the 
Indiana Pacers handed the 
Los Angeles Clippers their 
eighth straight loss 111-104. 

Smits was 20-of-29 from 
the field and 4-for-6 from the 
free throw line. 

"Rik. obviously, was sen- 


sational." Pacers head coach 
Larry Brown said. "I was 
disappointed we didn't throw 
it to him every time. We've 
always got to "go to Rik." 

In Boston. Grant Long's 
two free throws snapped a tie 
with 1:42 remaining and Ken 
Norman scored a season-high 
26 points as the Atlanta 
Hawks broke a five-game los- 
ing streak with a 108-103 
victory over the Boston Cel- 
tics. 

Long finished with 15 
points and 16 rebounds. 
“There are no plays run for 
me, but I hit the boards and 
run the floor." Long said. “I 
basically get my offence off of 
defence." 

Dino Radja led Boston 
with 28 points. 

In Vancouver, the Van- 
couver Grizzlies lost their 
18th straight game, dropping 
a 93-81 derision to the Toron- 
to Raptors in the first meet- 
ing of the expansion teams. 

The Grizzlies, who won 
their first two games and 
haven't won since, are three 
losses away from breaking 
the record of 20 consecutive 
defeats set by the 1972-73 
Philadelphia 76ers and 
matched by the Dallas 
Mavericks two seasons ago. 


NBA RESULTS 


Indiana 

New York 

Atlanta 

Toronto 

Sacramento 

LA Lakers 

Portland 


HI LA Clippers 204 

118 San Antonio Si 2 (2-OT) 

108 Boston 103 

93 Vancouver 81 

110 Miami 90 

87 Detroit 82 

103 Houston 101 (2-OT) 


Lens 
keep up 
chase 


STRASBOURG (R) — Lens 
kept up the chase behind 
French League leaders Paris 
St. Germain on Sunday with 
a 2-1 win in Strasbourg to 
bring them back to six points 
off the pace. 

Lens got off to a great start 
when striker Tony Vairelles 
found the net with a fierce 
right-foot shot after Michael 
Debeve headed across goal in 
the 12th minute. 

But Strasbourg equalised 
20 minutes later when right 
back Philippe Raschke sur- 
prised Lens goalkeeper Guil- 
laume Warmuz, expecting a 
cross, with a shot inside the 
near post. 


Porto take revenge on Salgnelros 

settle Benfica s nerves. 

Brazilian striker Marcelo 
Cipnano added the second 
shortly before the final whis- 
tle but the final score flat- 
tered the Lisbon side. 

Striker Domingos Oliveira 
opened the scoring for Porto 
in the 28th minute driving 
home a lipscei cross from the 
left. 

The Hungarian made it 2-0 
just two minutes later when 
he sent a delicately chipped 
shot into the top left hand 
corner of the net. 

Brazilian midfielder 
Edmilson Pimenta scored 
twice m the second half to 
help overcome some of their 
disappointment in not mak- 
ing the quarter-finals of the 
European Cup. 

The 1987 cup winners 
finished third in their qual- 
ifying group after managine 
only a 2-2 awav draw wjih 
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LISBON (R) — Leaders Por- 
to worked off some frustra- 
tion at being eliminated mid- 
week from the European 
Champions Cup by crushing 
neighbours Salgueiros on 
Sunday to tighten their grip 
at the top of the Portuguese 
first division. 

Porto, whose early exit 
from Europe was due to their 
inability to score consistently, 
suffered no hesitancy in front 
of goal as they despatched 
Slagueiros 4-0 in an oporto 
derby. 

Hungarian midfielder Pe- 
ter Lispcsei had a hand in all 
the goals, scoring one himself 
and setting up the other 
three. 

Porto, who have not in lost 
in the league for 14 months, 
head the Portuguese cham- 
pionship with 35 points, five 
more than perennial rivals 
Sporting, with Benfica three 
points further back in third 
place. 


Sporting kept up their chal- 
lenge ith a 1-0 away win over 
Belenenses on Friday thanks 
to a 60th minute goal by 
striker $A Pinto. 

Desperate to take the 
championship for the fust 
time in 13 years. Sporting 
strengthened their attack 
mid-week by signing burly 
Czechoslova striker Tomas 
Shuhravy on loan from Ita- 
lian second division side 
Genoa. 

But Benfica. who were 
knocked out of (he LIEFA 
Cup by Germany’s Bayern’ 
Munich on Tuesday, were 
made to struggle for their 2-0 
home win over last-placed 
Campomaiorense on Satur- 
day. 

A moment of magic by 
young striker Edgar Pacheco, 
who dribbled along the edge 
of the penalty area before 
unleashing a fierce right- 
footed drive to open the scor- 
ing after 68 minutes, helped 


Japan, 
Korea 
hope to win 
World Cup 
bids 

PARIS (AFP) — Korea took 
a sideswipe at Japan’s bid for 
the 2002 World Cup here on 
Monday with a promise that 
travel costs would be afford- 
able. 

Korea further promised to 
plough back about $70 mij. 
lion of their World Cup pro- 
fits directly to the six football 
confederations. 

With less than six months 
till the June 1 decision by 
FIFA. Korea played what 
they believe are financial 
trump cards in the fierce bat- 
tle to become the first World 
Cup hosts in Asia. 

“If foreign fens cannot 
afford to attend the tourna- 
ment then its unique canriyal 
atmosphere will be lost,’’ de- 
clared Song Young Shik, 
secretary general of Korea's 
bid committee. 

The Korean attack was 
aimed at wbat it sees as 
Japan's Achilles Heel — the 
strong yen making it one of 
the most expensive countries 
in the world. 

Song was quick to point 
out that in Japan it can cost 
S320 for a taxi from Tokyo 
airport to the city centre - 
while in Seoul the cost was 
only S14. 

In a bid to win votes Korea 
lobbied support from finan- 
cially poor countries in Africa 
and Asia by promising to 
plough back 90 per cent of 
fends raised by the Korean 
organising committee direct- 
ing to the six confederations. 

The sura is expected to be 
at least S70 million, but poss- 
ibly more as television deals 
and marketing rights are like- 
ly to be more lucrative by the 
next century. 

However the Japanese 
have promised to give money 
.raised from ticket sales, in- 
cluding those from virtual 
stadia where supporters 
would watch 30 images of 
matches in other stadia, to 
FIFA, who will then share 
out the cash. 

Korea has already prom- 
ised to pay five days extra 
acclimatisation costs to teams 
which qualify for the World 
Cup finals. But they have 
now offered another 10 days 
costs, worth $5.7 million, 
making 15 days in all. 

Meanwhile Song brushed 
aside alleged comments from 
FIFA president Joao Have- 
la nge that he favoured 
Japan's bid. “I hope that 
Havelange .was misquoted." 
Song said. “FIFA should 
maintain strict neutrality." 

Song further dismissed in- 
volvement of two Korean 
presidents in slush fend scan- 
dals, allegedly worth five mil- 
lion dollars, as damaging to 
their candidature for the 2002 
event. 
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East-West vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
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Th e bid ding: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
3* Pass 3 NT Put 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Five of* 

It is a natural reaction to win a 
trick as cheaply as possible. More 
often than not, that's the right 
thing to do. Once In a while, 
though, circumstances dictate oth- 
erwise. 

Holding a singleton club honor, 
we would have bid five dubs with 
tne South hand; that contract needs 
no more than the spade finesse W 
succeed even if diamonds break 
uaaly. Change a low diamond lo a 
iitw dub. and we would dearly opt 
fur three no trump. 

W«=it Jed a low spade, tom in the 
Closed hand with the nine. Declarer 
placed the king of clubs on the 
“Me, and East routinely held up 
the ace. Now declarer was an entry 
short to set up and run dummy's 
long suit (note the difference had 
declarer held another dub). The 
>mii of the hand was now seven* 
tncks. 

Declarer weiu wrong at the very 
first tnck. Logic alone should have 
indicated the necessity for two 
dummy entries, and that the Spade 
suit wns the only place to obtain 
them. Declarer should wj n the first 
fnck with the ace. then later the 
jack and king would have been 

fiScSe* W ' th 11,6 hClp ° f B * P * de 

What -if the queen of spades was 
With East’ Once East played the 
S' i i.i° Lhe *" ,r5t kick. »t could not 
vf- Rule of Eleven discloses 
that there are six cards higher than 
tne five-spot in the other three 
n-inda. East has produced one, 
“Ummy bolds two and declarer is 
looking at three, thus accounting" 
■t all of them. Barring some eccen- 
tric opening lead, tne queen of 
apodes hod to be with West 
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Santos, 
Botafog 
reach 
Brazilian 
final 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Santos gave a performance 
reminiscent of the club's 
great days as they overcame a 
three-goal deficit against FIu- 
minense on Sunday to reach 
the final of the Brazilian 
championship where they will 
face Botafogo. 

Santos, beaten 4-1 in the 
first leg of their semifinal on , 
Thursday, hammered Flu- 
minense 5-2 to level the 
aggregate score at 6-6 and 
qualify on having the better , 
overall record in the competi- 1 
tion. 

Botafogo went through on 
the same criteria after draw- 
ing 0-0 at home to Cruzeiro 
following a 1-1 draw in the 
first leg. 

Santos striker Giovanni 
produced another Virtuoso : 
performance for his team, 
scoring the first two goals and I 
providing the passes for the 
other three. 

His 25th minute penalty 
followed by a superb goat i 
from the edge of the penalty 
area four minutes later put 
Santos back in the tie. 

The two teams, playing 
with the verve and style for 
which Brazilian soccer is 
famous, provided an enthrall- 
ing game as they left aside the 
violence and petulance which 
often mars the country's 
domestic football. 

Striker Macedo gave San- 
tos a three-goal advantage in 
the 51st minute after Giovan- 
ni's pass but one minute later 
fluminense substitute Roger- 
inho headed in a rebound to 
put his team back in front on 
aggregate. 

Santos had the advantage 
again 10 minutes later when 
Giovanni sped to the byline 
and crossed for Camanducaia 
to make it 4-1. In the 83rd 
minute he set up the fifth goal 
for Marceio Passos with a 
Cheeky Backheel. 

Rogerinho pulled another 
goal -back one minute later 
..but Fluminense were unable 
to complete a comeback. 
“Giovanni was exceptional," 
said Fluminense’s be aten 
coach Joel Santana. 

Santos became f9mous 
during the 17 years which 
Pele spent with them but 
have not won a trophy since 
1984. Pele is now a member 
of the dub board and visited 
the team hotel before the 
game. His son Edinho is the 
team’s regular goalkeeper. 

Fluminense had reached 
the semifinals with a modest 
squad who were involved in a 
long-running despite with the 
club’s administration, who 
they claimed were paying 
their wages two months late. 


Cowboys defeated as coach’s call backfires 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — A 
questionable call by Dallas 
coach Barry Switzer back- 
fired Sunday, opening the 
door for a 42-year field goal 
by Gary Anderson with 86 
seconds left that lifted the 
Philadelphia Eagles past the 
Cowboys 20-17. 

Switzer elected to go for a 
first down on fourth -and- 1, 
into the wind at the Cowboys' 
29. Emmitt Smith's run into 
the -middle was stopped for 
no gain but referees blew the 
whistle for the two-minute 
warning prior to the snap. 

Switzer left his offence orv 
the field and ran the same 
play and Smith was stuffed 
again. Philadelphia ran three 
plays that gained four yards, 
then Anderson kicked the 
game-winner. 

“I knew we weren't going 
to win the ballgame if we 
didn't make the plays," said 
Switzer. 

“Yes. I would agree about 
the decision on going for it 
again," said owner Jerry 
Jones, whose Cowboys were 
upset last week by Washing- 
ton. “We usually make those 
kinds of plays.’ 1 

Philadelphia (9-5) moved 
within one game of first-place 
Dallas (10-4) in the NFC 
East. Despite the loss, Dallas 
clinched a playoff berth when 
Chicago and St. Louis lost. 

Ricky Watters continued 
his dominant play for the 
Eagles. He carried 33 times 
for 112 times and a touch- 
down and added six recep- 
tions. Smith gained 108 yards 
on 27 carries including one 
touchdown run that left him 
one rushing touchdown shy 
of tying John Riggins's NFL 
mark of 24 for a season. • 

At Carolina, Steve Young 
threw two touchdown passes 
and ran for another score as 
the sizzling San Francisco 
49ers won some revenge with 
a 31-10 romp over the Caroli- 
na Panthers. 

The 49ers (10-4) have won 
five successive games to tie 
Dallas for the best record in ' 
the NFC and grab the inside 
track for home-field advan- 
tage throughout the playoffs. 
The Niners win the tiebreak- 
er since they beat Dallas last 
month. 

The Niners have not lost 
since a stunning 13-7 home 
setback against Carolina on 
November 5. 

In Atlanta. Morten 
Andersen kicked four field 
goals — including a pair of 
team-record 55-yarders — as 
the Atlanta Falcons beat the 
New Orleans Saints 19-14. 

Andersen hit field goals of 
25. 51 and 55 yards in the first 
half as the Falcons (8-6) took 
a 9-0 halftime lead. He added 
a late 55-yarder to become 
the first NFL kicker to boot 
three field goals of 50 yards 
or more in one game. 

“I think I would have made 
the last 55-yarder even if it 
wasn't New Orleans, but it 
was a motivating factor," said 
Andersen, who played 13 
seasons with New Orleans 
(6-8). 



Washington Redskins tight end Jamie Asher 
(84) (Ups over New York Giants safety Venae 
Glenn after catching a pass from quarterback 


Heath Shuler in the first period of their NFL 
game (Renters photo) 





Denver Broncos linebacker Simon Fletcher Mirer for a sixteen yard loss during the first 
(73) sacks Seattle Seahawks quarterback Rkk quarter in Denver (Renters photo) 


In Cincinnati, Jeff Blake 
passed for 253 yards and a 
touchdown and Doug Pelfrey 
kicked three field goals as the 
Cincinnati Bengals beat the 
sliding Chicago Bears 16-10. 

The Beats (7-7) lost for the 
fifth time in their last six 
games, while the Bengals im- 
proved to 6-8. 

In Houston. Scott Mitchell 


threw two touchdown passes 
to Herman Moore as the 1 
charging Detroit Lions sur- 
vived a late scare to defeat 
the Houston Oilers 24-17. 

Quarterback Steve McNair 
drove die Oilers to the De- 
troit 5 late in the last quarter 
but was intercepted by Mike 
Johnson. 

The rampaging Lions (8-6) 


NFL RESULTS 


Atlanta 

19 

New Orleans 

14 

San Francisco 

31 

Carolina 

10 

Cincinnati 

16 

Chicago 

10 

Detroit 

24 

Houston 

17 

Indianapolis 

41 

Jacksonville 

31 

New England 

31 

NY Jets 

28 

Philadelphia 

20 

Dallas 

17 

Buffalo 

45 

St- Louis 

27 

Seattle 

31 

Denver 

27 

NY Giants 

20 

Washington 

13 

Pittsburgh 

29 

Oakland 

10 

Tampa Bay 

13 

Green Bay 

10 (OT) 


have won five straight games 
since owner William Clay 
issued a “playoffs or else" 
ultimatum to coach Wayne 
Fontes. Detroit can make the 
playoffs by finishing with 
wins against Jacksonville and 
Tampa Bay. 

In Jacksonville, Aaron 
Bailey returned the opening 
kickoff 95 yards for a score 
and added a 14-yard touch- 
down patch later in the quar- 
ter as the Indianapolis Grits 
beat the Jacksonville Jaguars 
41-31 and moved closer to 
clinching a playoff spot. 

Indianapolis (8-6) stayed 
within one game of first-place 
Buffalo in the AFC East. The 
Colts end the season at home 
against the San Diego Char- 
gers and the New England 
Patriots. 

The expansion Jaguars fell 
to 3-11. 


World Cup draw enough 

to delight Mona Lisa 


PAlRIS (R) — The Mona 
lisa's enigmatic smile may 
just be transformed into the 
broadest of grins if Italy 
avoid the twin traps of 
Croatia and Yugoslavia when 
the draw for the 1998 World 
Cup qualifiers is made in the 
Louvre on Tuesday. 

The majestic surroundings 
of the world's most famous 
museum are an unlikely set- 
ting for a strange soccer ritual 
assembling people from each 
corner of the globe to witness 
190 hollow balls being pluck- 
ed from goldfish bowls. 

But the football fortunes of 
162 nations hang in the ba- 
lance and it is not that far- 
fetched to speculate that 
world peace may do too, 
given the passions the game 
can arouse. 

A war once broke out be- 
tween Honduras and El Sal- 
vador over a World Cup 
qualifier and the entry of the 
five nations making up the 
former Yugoslav republic 
give rise to fears of what 
could happen if certain of 
them are drawn against each 
other. 

Thanks to the ranking sys- 
tem used in the draw, two 


Williams 
wait for 
official 
Senna 
report 


LONDON (AFP) — Formu- 
la One team Williams de- 
clared on Sunday that it was 
too soon to comment on 
claims that Ayrton Senna's 
death was caused by a faulty 
steering rod. 

The Didcot-based outfit 
reacted to a report in Sun- 
day’s News of the World 
which said the Brazilian {lied 
because the rod had been 
“badly welded together.”.. 

Three times world cham- 
pion Senna died after 
smashing into a concrete wall 
at 190 miles per hour during 
the San Marino Grand Prix at 
.Imola in April last year. 

But Williams' technical 
director Patrick Head said: 
“The findings of the inves- 
tigation into Ayrton’s fatal 
accident are being considered 
by the magistrate, Maurizio 
Passarini: 

“The comments published 
today are unofficial. We are 
currently awaiting Mr. Pas- 
sari ni’s official report and 
cannot make any further 
comment until this has been 
published," 



Ripken SI sportsman of the year 

NEW YORK (R) — Cal Ripken Jr., baseball’s ultimate 
ironman, was named “Sportsman of the Year” by Sports 
Illustrated magazine on Sunday. The 35-year-old Ripken 
broke Lou Gehrig's “unbreakable" record of 2,130 con- 
secutive games played during the 1995 season, while 
helpiong to rebuild baseball's broken relationship with its 
fans following the strike of 1994. The Baltimore Orioles 
all-star shortstop played in his 2,131st straight game on 
Sept. 6 to break one of the most prestigious records in 
sports and concluded the season with a total of 2,153 
consecutive games. Other finalists for the award were 
Houston Rockets centre Hakeem Olajuwon. San Francisco 
49ers quarterback Steve Young, Wimbledon and U.S. 
Open winner Pete Sampras and Connecticut women's 
basketball star Rebecca Lobo. 

German soccer hit by withdrawals 

BONN (R) — German soccer coach Berti Vogts, with 
many of his regular players hit by_ injury, on Sunday called 
up to uncapped players from this season's surprise team 
Hansa Rostock for next Friday's friendly against South 
Africa. Creative midfielder Stefan Beinlich and defender 
Rene Schneider were both included in the 17-man squad 
for the match which will be played in Johannesburg. It was 
just recognition for Rostock, well-placed in the Bundesliga 
and battling for a place in Europe after winning promotion 
last season. Seven first choice playeers, Heiko Herriicb, 
Matthias Sammer, Mario Basler, Oliver Kahn, Thomas 
Strunz, Markus Babbel and Mehmet Scholl, all withdrew 
through injury or illness. 


China mulling 2004 Olympic bid 

BEUING (R) — Beijing, a narrow loser to Sydney in 
bidding to host the 2000 Summer Olympics, will decide by 
mid-January whether to seek the 2004 Games, Chinese 
sporting officials said on Monday. “It ha snot been 
decided. We are still considering whether to host or not to 
host the 2004 Olympics," Chinese Olympic Committee 
spokesman Lu Kewen said. The International Olympic 
Committee reported at the weekend in Switzerland that 
China's capital was not among 10 cities that had already 
applied or were known to be planning bids. The Chinese 
spokesman insisted that Beijing should not be counted out 
for 2004. 

Ukraine coaches to be replaced 

KIEV (R) — The coaches of Ukraine's national and 
Olympic soccer teams will be replaced after failing to 
qualify for the European and Olympic championships, the 
Ukrainian football federation said on Monday. “Their 
duties ended after the qualifying cycle for the European 
Championship," federation secretary general Mykola 
Chenysh said. "A council of coaches will decide on 
replacements." National coach Anatoly Konkov resigned 
after Ukraine finished out of the runnning for the 1996 
European Championship in England, he said. “Unfortu- 
nately Konkov’s health is weak and he wrote a letter of 
resignation. But the real reason he’s leaving is that we had 
not expected the sides would fare so badly. Our potential 
was much better,” Chemysh said. Olympic coach Viktor 
Kolotov led the team to a disappointing second place in 
their qualifying group, although they had been the 
favourites. 


FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Most elegant first floor 300 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, one 
master, maid's room, spacious reception area, nicely 
decorated with central heating, A/C, tet., satellite dish, 
new quality furniture, beautiful location, near Chilean 
Embassy. Rent negotiable after visit 

Kindly call 828391 


LARGE FOREIGN COMPANY 
REQUIRES URGENTLY 

Female Secretary 


Should have full command of English and 
Arabic language computer literate and with 

at least 5 years Experience . 

Please send full cv to 

P.O.Box (926296) Code No. (111X0) Amman 
Fax To (06-830571) Marked Or 
“ Application for Secretarial Position M 


former world champions, Ita- 
ly and England, could end up 
in the same qualifying group 
as both Croatia and Yugosla- 
via with only one of them 
guaranteed a place in the 
32-nation finals in France. 

Croatia and Yugoslavia are 
both placed in low-seeded 
pools from which the draw is 
made and the groups they 
each end up in will almost 
certainly be the toughest of 
all. 

The European section of 
the draw, creating a mad 
scramble for the 14 places' 
available in the finals, win 
inevitably provide the most 
cut-throat' competition. 

For once. South America 
are uninvolved in the draw at 
all as Brazil have already 

a ualified as champions, 
ongside hosts France, and 
the other nine nations of the 
continent will play in a mini- 
championship against each 
other with the top four 
travelling to France. 

Africa, the rising power- 
house of the game and with 
two extra plans this time for 
a total of five, will also attract 
a lot of interest though this is 
diminished a little because 


continental ChaimrioM Niger- 
ia. three-times 1 
finalists Cameroon 

round. ' 

Asia and , 

North American 

lion each have 
stake with the 

a fourth if the ev en ^2?®§ 

a playoff with the bSrtP 

emerging from Ocm«»- m 

groups of either five or ”! 
teams has given rise hLfn 
able fears that soife 
turns mayfaUbytKe^P^g 
as only group winnerefffi 
certain of qualifying 

g faced teams will ajw ml! . 
nab berth but tS otoe r 
eight group runncrfcup wiii 
be involved in do-or-die plav- 
offe from which only four 
emerge. 

For that reason, the fliRff 
top seeds — Germany, 
Spam, Italy, Russia. Nflfwav 
Denmark, Netherlands] 
Sweden and Romania — - will 
be anxious to avoid England, 
Portugal and Belgium of fftg 
second seeds, Croatia of «£ 
third and Yugoslavia of fflg 
fourth. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Spacious, nicely-furnished apartment is availabte 
for rent in the Seventh Circle area of Jabfif 
Amman. It consists of four bedrooms, large ssfefl, 
family room, 3 bathrooms, spacious kitfihfen, 
garden, terrace, garage and a telephone. 

For more information, please call Tel: 811447 


Fully furnished roof in Shmeisani for rent behind 
the Ambassador Hotel. 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
dining room, fully equipped kitchen, 1 living room, 
big terrace all over, telephone available. 

For more information, please call owner at 663784 


DUTY UNPAID 
FOR SALE 

1994 registered Rover Montego , 2 litre. White, 48,000 
kms., electric front windows, air conditioning, radio 
cassette, full service history. Offers by sealed bid 
welcome (valuation JD 4,000) by 1 January 1998. 

For ap/wntment to view, contact 8231 00x21 2 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Each consists of one bedroom, salon, dining, sitting, 
with independent central heating. 

The first is located in Um Uthaina, near the market and 
the second in Swerfieh, behind Olympia Hotel. Can be 
furnished according to tenant's taste. 

Please call Tel: 865427. 



THE AMMAN MARRIOTT HOLDS TWO 
CHARITY EVENTS FOR A SPECIAL CAUSE 

This year, the Amman Marriott Hotel held the 
Annual Train Ride and the Dead Sea Raft Race for 
the benefit of Al-Hussein Society for the 
Education and Rehabilitation of the Physically 
Handicapped. 

The Train Ride raised a total of JD 10,000 and the 
Raft Race raised a total of JD 4,000. The cheque 
was proudly presented to Princess Majda Raad by 
Mr. Richard Lyon, the General Manager of the 
Amman Marriott Hotel. 
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CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA. TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 

i 

Kevin Costner 
in 

WATERWORLD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 

Nadia A1 Jundi, Farouq Fiahawi 
and Mahmoud Hamideh 
in 

A Woman Who shook 
the Throne Of Egypt 

(Arabic) 

{Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:^ 830. 1030 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

Nadia A1 Jundi, Farouq Fishawi 
arid Mahmoud Hamideh ...in 
A Woman Who shook the Throne 
of Egypt 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6; 8:15, 1(k30 

CONCORD “2” 

Sylvester Stallone.. in 

ASSASSINS 

Shows; 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 », 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 -618275 

Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

MUSA HUAZIN 
“ Sumaa” 

Hi Citizen 

daffy at 8:30 p.m. 

• Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 

Shows begin on Dec. 19. 1995 and 
continue on Tuesdays. Wednesdays 
and Thursdays (three days a week) 
only. The programme continues 
until the start of the holy month of 
Ramadan. The Show is entitled: 

“Ahlan Tatbie” 
Welcome Normalisation 

_ For reservation call 6251^5 
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Ghali is ‘positive’ after 


Geneva talks with Aziz 


GENEVA (Agencies) — 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali said on Sun- 
day he was “quite positive'" 
after talks with Iraq’s Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
that problems between the 
world body and Baghdad 
could be solved. 

But in brief remarks to 
reporters after the SO-minute 
meeting, neither made any 
reference to the United Na- 
tions embargo on Iraq over 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait or 
the possibility of partial oil 
sales by Baghdad. 

“1 am quite positive, by 
definition. I am an optimist. I 
hope we will be able to solve 
issues between Iraq and the 
United Nations,” Dr. Ghali 
said. 

A smiling Aziz said he had 
briefed the U.N. chief on 
what he called “the hard 
work that has been done by 
the Iraqi authorities in the 
last few months to clarify 
most of the issues raised in 
late August after the defec- 
tions.” 

He was clearly referring to 
the flight to Jordan of two 
sons-in-law of President Sad- 
dam Hussein, one of whom 
said that Iraq had a much 
larger weapons programme 
than had been suspected by 
the outside world. 

Mr. Aziz said he was 
travelling on to New York on 


Monday to follow up on his 
meeting with Dr.'Ghali and 
have more talks with Rolf 
Ekeus. the U.N. official 
overseeing The elimination of 
Iraq's weapons of mass des- 
truction. 


Mr. Ekeus is due to deliver 
a report to the U.N. Security 
Council on Dec. 15. The re- 
port has been given added 
interest by the discovery of 
sophisticated missile parts in 
Amman which were re- 
portedly being smuggled to 
Baghdad. 

Before Sunday's meeting, 
at a luxury hotel on the edge 
of Geneva, U.N. officials 
said it would focus on an 
offer by the world body to 
allow Iraq to sell S2 billion 
worth of oil to buy humanita- 
rian supplies badly needed by 
ordinary Iraqis. 

But neither mentioned the 
issue to reporters and de- 
clined to answer questions. 

Both U.N. and indepen- 
dent aid agencies say food 
and medicines are desperate- 
ly needed across wide areas 
of Iraq. They say starvation is 
taking hold in some areas and 
hospitals have few medical 
supplies left. 

President Saddam, who is 
demanding a total lifting of 
the U.N. sanctions on Iraq, 
has firmly rejected any sug- 
gestions of partial oil sales. 


saying the terms imposed by 
the world body would be a 
violation of the country’s 
sovereignty. 

A month ago, the U.N. 
chief met Iraq's ambassador 
in Geneva to discuss the 
proposals, but both indicated 
afterwards that no progress 
had been made. 


But Iraq's Oil Minister 
Amer Rasheed said later in 
November that the resolution 
would be acceptable to Iraq 
with a few modifications. 

Under U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 986, pas- 
sed in April. Iraq would be 
allowed to sell oil worth $2 
billion over six months to pay 
for imports of food, medicine 
and other humanitarian sup- 
plies. 

But a third of the proceeds 
would go to a U.N. fund to 
compensate victims of its 
attack on Kuwait. 

Before the overall ban on 
oil exports can be lifted. 
U.N. officials must certify 
that Iraq's banned weapons 
— nuclear, ballistic, chemical 
and biological — have been 
destroyed. 


The Security Council next 
reviews sanctions early in 
January but diplomats say 
there is little prospect of an 
easing, which is strongly 
opposed by the United 
States. 



Israel blocks Palestinian conference 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Israel on Monday 
banned a conference on economic development in the 
Palestinian autonomous areas that was to be held in East 
Jerusalem, police said. Internal Security Minister Moshe 
Shahal said the conference was against the peace accords 
signed between the Palestinians and Israel. It had been 
organised by Palestinian Economy Minister Ahmad 
Qouriea at the Catholic hostel Notre frame de France, on 
the border of the Old City in Jerusalem. A Palestinian flag 
was to have been flown' for the occasion. 


Israelis told to be on alert for attacks abroad 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israel warned its citizens on Monday to- 
be on alert against attacks when they go abroad. Yigal 
Pressler, an adviser to Prime Minister Shimon Peres, issued 
a statement saying:' “The prime minister’s adviser on 
terrorism calls on Israeli citizens going abroad to increase 
their alertness regarding security, since we have learned of 
passible intentions to cany out attacks on Israeli and 
Jewish targets abroad.” Mr. Pressler gave no details oa 
how Israel knew of possible attacks or what group it feared 
might carry them out. In October. Israel heightened" 
security at its embassies and at Jewish sites abroad against 
attacks by Islamic Jihad after the assassination of Islamic 
Jihad leader Fathf Shaqaqi in Malta on Oct. 26. Islamic 
Jihad blamed Israel for the killing and vowed revenge. 
Israel did not respond to accusations that it was respondible 
for the killing. 


Egypt will join observers for self-rule vote 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt will send a mission to help oversee 
Palestinian self-rule elections set for Jan. 20, Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa said on Monday. “Egypt will join the 
international observers from Arab and European countries 
in these elections,'* Mr. Musa said, cited by the govern- 
ment daily AI Ah ram. Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza are to go to the polls in January for the first time to 
elect an 83-member self-rule council. Egypt held legislative 
elections last week in a vote which opposition and rights 
groups said were rife with massive fraud. The opposition, 
all but eliminated in the vote, has called for new elections 
under international supervision; 


Syrian Brotherhood leader returns home 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — A former secretary general of the 
banned Muslim Brotherhood has returned home under an 
amnesty after 13 years of exile, Syrian officials said Sunday. 
Abdul Faitah Abu Ghcdda was allowed back at his 
request, after having taken refuge in Europe following the 
bloodbath in the northern town of Hama when the 
authorities crushed a February 1982 uprising by the 
fundamentalist Brotherhood. He took refuge in Germany 
and Britain. The officials, confirming a report from 
Amnesty International, said around 1,200 political prison- 
ers were freed under an amnesty to mark the 25th 
anniversary of President Hafez Al Assad’s rise to power on 
Nov. 16. Most of those released last month were Muslim 
Brotherhood members, along with communists. But a 
communist leader jailed in 1983, Riad Al Turk, stayed 
behind bars. 


Cyprus court to admit Briton’s confession 


LARNACA IR) — A court in Cyprus ruled on Monday 
that a document prosecution lawyers say is a confession by 
a British soldier to the murder of a Danish tour guide can 
be read ou? in court. Judge Takis Eliades overruled defence 
objections on the admissibility of a statement written by 
rifleman Alan Ford. 27, who faces abduction and man- 
slaughter charges for the death of Louise Jensen. 23. “We 
did not detect any circumstances tantamount to oppression 
of the accused (when writing the statement),” said Assizes 
Court President Takis Eliades. "Subsequently objections 
are rejected... the statement is admissible. Prosecutors say 
the document is a confession written two days after Ford 
and army friends Justin Fowler. 27, and Jeff Pemeli, 23, 
were arrested in connection with the woman's disappear- 
ance at the resort of Avia Napa in September 1994. The 
case, which has shocked Cyprus where such incidents are 
rare, has taken months to get going as defence and 
prosecution sparred over the one procedural issue after 
another. 


New editor-in-chief for Chicago Sun-Times 


CHICAGO (R) — Nigel Wade, foreign affairs editor for 
Britain's Daily Telegraph since 1986, was named editor-in- 
chief of the Chicago Sun-Times on Monday. The 49-year- 
old Australian, a former Nieman fellow, has worked in the 
Daily Telegraph's Washington bureau, was the paper’s 
bureau chief in Beijing from 1976 to 1980 and later headed 
its Moscow bureau for four years. The Sun-Times and the 
Daily Telegraph are among 137 papes worldwide owned by 
Conrad Black's Hollinger International Inc. 


Hashd 
taken to 
court 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Interior is suing the 
Jordan People's Demo- 
cratic Party, a leftist 
group, on charges of hav- 
ing financial, ideological 
and administrative links 
with a foreign group. 

The charge is based on 
interviews some of party's 
members gave to the press 
asserting- that the party, 
known as Hashd, main- 
tains links with the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine 
(DFLP) led by Nayef 
Hawatmeh and based in 
Syria. 


Salem Nahhas, Hashd's 
secretary general, will 
appear in court on Thurs- 
day. In a telephone inter- 
view with the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Nahhas de- 
nied the -charge but made 
no further comment. 

The Political Parties 
Law, enacted in 1992, 
stipulates that Jordanian 
parties should not have 
any links with outside par- 
ties. 


The charge against the 
party is believed to be 
based on complaints aired 
by party members in in- 
terviews carried by Al 
Ra’i and Al Dustour ab- 
out the party's alleged 
links with the DFLP. 

Several members res- 
igned from the party this 
year, including its secret- 
ary general, Tayseer Zib- 
ri, and Bassam Haddad in, 
a member of the Lower 
House of Parliament. 


Mr. Zibri and Mr. Had- 
dadin have cited what 
they described as the lack 
of party's independence 
as the main reason for 
their resignation. 


Opposition parties will 
hold a press conference 
today to comment on the 
case against Hashd. 



CELEBRATIONS: Palestinians, restrained by Israeli soldiers, sing and dance in 
Ramallah as they welcome the first unit of Palestinian National Authority 
policemen who arrived there on Monday (see page one) (AFP photo) 


Britain expels Libyan diplomat 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Britain on Monday expelled a 
senior Libyan diplomat. Kha- 
lifa Ahmad Bazelya, for 
“activities incompatible with 
his diplomatic status,” the 
Foreign Office said. 

A statement said he was 
ordered to leave Britain by 
Dec. 25. 

Mr. Bazelya, who heads 
the Libyan interests section 
at the Saudi embassy in Lon- 
don, was said by government 
sources to have been in- 
volved in intimidation and 
surveillance of Libyan dissi- 
dents in Britain. 

The Saudi embassy has 
represented Libyan interests 
here since 1984, when Britain 
broke off relations with Libya 
after a London policewoman 
was killed by shots fired from 
the Libyan embassy in an 
altercation with Libyan dissi- 
dents. - 

The expulsion order 
against Mr. Bazelya was deli- 
vered to Saudi Ambassador 
Ghazi Algo Saibi, who was 
summoned to the Foreign 
Office Monday. 

Scotland Yard's anti- 
terrorist squad has been in- 
vestigating the murder last 
month of Ali Abu Zaid, a 
54-year-old Libyan dissident 
stabbed to death in his west 
London shop. 

. Police declined to com- 
ment on a possible connec- 


tion between Abu Zaid's 
death and the Libyan govern- 
ment. 

Gvilian officials said the 
expulsion was unconnected 
to the death of the dissident. 

Abu Zaid, an opponent of 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi, was found stabbed 
to death at his London groc- 
ery shop. 

Police said Abu Zaid 
appeared to have been the 
victim of ordinary crime and 
not of a political assassination 
as fellow exiles feared. 


British officials said they 
hoped Libya would not retali- 
ate against the two British 
diplomats attached to the Ita- 
lian embassy in Tripoli, 
which represents Britain's in- 
terests. 

A tit-for-tat expulsion 
would not be justified, the 
officials said. 

Britain broke off diploma- 
tic relations with Libya after 
the killing of policewoman 
Yvonne Fletcher in April 
1984. 

Fletcher, on duty in central 
London during a demonstra- 
tion by Libyan students 
opposed to Colonel Qadhafi, 
was killed by a burst of gun- 
fire apparently directed from 
an embassy window. Eleven 
students were wounded. 

The last Arab diplomat to 
tie expelled by Britain was 


Khamis Al Ajili. an adminis^ 
trative attache at the Iraqi 
embassy, who was ordered 
out in October in circumst- 
ances similar to the expulsion 
of Mr. Bazelya. 

Tripoli meanwhile offered 
to help Britain in investiga- 
tion of the Abu Zaid murder, 
the Arabic daily A I Hayat 
reported on Monday; 

A Libyan diplomatic 
source in Cairo told the paper 
his country was “prepared to 
send a security team to help 
uncover clues” in the killing 
of Abu Zaid, a founder of the 
opposition National Front for 
the Salvation of Libya 
(NFSL). 

“If Britain agrees, Libya 
would send the team within a 
few days,” the source said. 

“Information in Libya's 
security services indicates 
that Abu Zaid was killed 
because of dispute with what 
are called Libyan opposition 
exile groups, which are really 
nothing but agents for West- 
ern intelligence,” the source 
said. 

The NFSL has blamed Col. 
Qadhafi of ordering Abu 
Zaid’s murder, calling it “a 
political assassination.” 

“Qadhafi is behind the 
crime because he bad a debt 
to settle with Abu Zaid," 
Mohammad Fayez Jibril, 
NFSL spokesman in Cairo, 
told AFP. 


Carbomb 
kills 6 in 
Madrid 


MADRID (Agencies) - Six 
people were killed and 
around a dozen injured, 
several of them seriously, 
when a booby-trapped car 
exploded on the outskirts of 
the Spanish capital, city au- 
thorities said. 

Soldiers were among the 
victims, officials said. 

The mayor of Madrid. Jose 
Maria Alvarez del Manzano, 
who rushed to the scene, said 
three soldiers were apparent- 
ly among the dead and two of 
the injured were in “critical 
condition.” 

One of the badly injured 
men died on arrival in hospit- 
al. 

The Madrid mayor added 
that the blast was probably 
the work of the Basque 
separatist organisation ETA. 
which has used booby- 
trapped cars to cany out 
attacks in the Spanish capital. 

The car exploded near the 
Puente de Vallecas a little 
before 3 p.m. (1400 GMT) as 
a military vehicle drove past. 
That vehicle was totally des- 
troyed, and some six other 
vehicles were damaged in the 
area which is near a school 
and a clinic. 

“I saw a cloud of smoke 
and fire,” an injured witness 
said, adding that one victim's 
arm had been blown off. 

No one immediately 
claimed responsibility for the 
blast which comes ahead of a 
summit of European Union 
(EU) ministers set to begin 
Friday in Madrid. 

Victims’ bodies lay among 
the charred remains of other 
cars as plainclothes police 
picked their way through the 
debris, looking for clues. 

Broken glass from an out- 
patients clinic and other 
buildings littered the streets 
in a 100-metre radius. Police 
cordoned off the area and 
officers with sniffer dogs 
checked other cars, looking 
for more explosives. 

Three of the injured were 
in critical condition, police 
said. It was not dear whether 
the victims were all dvilians 
or whether they included 
military personnel. 


Saudis are Gulfs ‘big 
brother’ - newsapaper 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia is the Gulfs “big 
brother” because of the sacri- 
fices it has made in defending . 
the region, a newspaper said 
Monday after Qatar 
threatened to boycott the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). 

“Saudi Arabia will remain 
the big brother of the GCC 
countries, with the consent of 
all the people in the region,” 
Al Yom said. 

In an implidt reference to 
Qatar, it said: "Some Gulf 
countries, which do not 
assume the responsibilities of 
the big Saudi brother, could 
not appredate the sacrifices 
made by Saudi Arabia. 

“Saudi Arabia made sacri- 
fices to defend the interests 
of the Gulf Arab region with 
ail political, economic and 
even military means,” the 
newspaper said. 

Al Yom cited “Saudi Ara- 
bia’s great role in the libera- 
tion of Kuwait" from Iraqi 
occupation in February 1991 
and "in the Iraq-Iran war" 
from 1980-1988. 

Qatar’s Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem 
Ben Jabr Al Thani said Satur- 
day that his country would 
boycott GCC meetings as 
long as a Saudi retained his 
new post as GCC secretary 
general. 

Last Wednesday the emir. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 
Al Thani. walked out of the 
final session of the GCC sum- 
mit to protest the appoint- 
ment which was made despite 


opposition from Qatar, which 
had advanced its own candi- 
date. 

The GCC is made up of 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. 
Bahrain. Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates and Oman. 


Iran assailed 


Three strategic Gulf is- 
lands will remain Arab “de- 
spite Iranian arrogance.” a 
Saudi newspaper vowed 
Monday after Iran said it was 
prepared to fight an SO-year 
war to defend them. 

“The Iranian official’s re- 
marks reveal Tehran's hege- 
monic aims," according to 
the Al Nadwa newspaper, 
which usually reflects the 
official view here. 

The Iranian navy’s deputy 
commander Rear Admiral 
Abbas Mohtaj. told the 
weekly Kayhan Havai pub- 
lished Sunday in Tehran that 
Iran was “ready for an 80- 
year war to defend its islands 
in the Gulf.” 

But the Saudi newspaper 
replied: “These islands will 
remain Arab despite Iranian 
arrogance.” 

It denounced "the stub- 
bornness and threats of war- 
made by Tehran in a bid to 
continue its occupation of the 
Arab islands.” 

Adm. Mohtaj said he saw 
no immediate risk of war 
over the islands, adding the 
Gulf Arab countries were 
small and weak and neither 
the United States nor Iran 
wanted a war. 


Egypt poll violence 
deaths raised to 5 1 


CArRO (AFP) — A total of 
51 people were killed and 878 
injured during Egyptian par- 
liamentary elections and in 
protests afterwards, an Egyp- 
tian human rights group said 
on Monday. 

The Centre for Human 
Rights Legal Aid (CHRLA) 
also condemned widespread 
fraud by police and the state 
during the two rounds of 
voting, saying it meant “the 
destruction of the democratic 
system" in a report received 
by AFP. 

The CHRLA set the num- 
ber killed in the two rounds 
of voting, completed on 
Wednesday, at 51 along with 
878 injured, many as police 
broke up' demonstrations 
protesting vote rigging by the 
ruling National Democratic 
Party (NDP). 

“At least 28 of the injured 
were police,” the report 
added. 

“This is the first time par- 
liamentary elections have 
seen this number of killed 
and injured,”- the CHRLA 
said. 

The two bloodiest clashes 
came in the Delta towns of 
Qilin and Desouq, where 
seven and five people were 
killed respectively when 
police put down protests 
against victories by NDP 
candidates, the CHRLA 
said. 

Opposition and rights 
groups have called for a new 
election, blaming fraud for 
the crushing victory of the 


NDP, which won 416 out of 
444 seats in parliament. 

The opposition took only 
14 seats, including one for the 
Muslim Brotherhood, while 
the remainder went to inde- 
pendents. 

The CHRLA called the 
NDP majority "illogical,” 
saying the results “reflect the 
government’s refusal of the 
principle of peaceful dis- 
agreement with it and of the 
people's right to remove the 
standing government." 

The group called for a new 
law giving the supreme court 
the right to decide appeals 
against election results, since 
legal scholars now generally 
- put that right in the hands of 
parliament itself. 

'The supreme administra- 
tive court is to rule on Dec. 
18 on whether to cancel re- 
sults in a quarter of parlia- 
ment’s seats due to election, 
fraud. 

But the court is expected to 
back parliament's right to de- 
cide its own election results. 

“A parliament which has 
such a sweeping majority of 
the ruling party cannot be 
expected to decide on the 
legitimacy of its members in 
an independent and impartial 
way." the CHRLA said. 

President Hosni Mubarak 
meanwhile named six Coptic 
Christians to the new parlia- 
ment on Monday after their 
community failed ro win a 
seat in general elections, the 
official news agency MENA 
said. 


Rabin assassin’s benefactor reportedly broke 


The Jerusalem Post 


SENSATIONAL REPORTS 
of a mystery Canadian bank- 
rolling the defence of Yigal 
Amir were somewhat de- 
flated over the weekend, as 
the man — a former Toronto 
dentist — was described as a 
“lost soul” under psychiatric 
care. 


underwrite Amir’s defence. 

"He has a mental illness," 
a family friend told another 
Toronto newspaper. 

“He is a person who would 
say tomorrow that he’s meet- 
ing with President Ginton or 
that the (billionaire develop-* 
er) Reichmans never make a 
move without him.*’ 


had heard of him before. 

Earlier in the week, repor- 
ters braved subzero tempera- 
ture by parking themselves 
outside what was believed to 
be the man's home in the 
Toronto .suburb of North 
York. 


was every indication the man 
had little, if any, money to 
send: 


Friends and family have 
told Toronto media that the 
story is a figment of the man's 
fanciful, some say twisted im- 
agination. 

“He is not a well man.” his 
wife was quoted as saying. 

Quoting sources in Toron- 
to's Jewish community, the 
Toronto Sun reported that 
the man is under psychiatric 
care and could not afford to 


“The story about him is 
ridiculous.” he said. “He 
made some commenrs to 
someone who works for TV. 
and that's how the story got 
started." 

Despite the fan that Israeli 
media named the man. 
Canadian media did. 


But neighbours say the for- 
mer dentist visits only 
periodically and hasn’t lived 
at the address for years. 

There was no answer at the 
home, and messages were not 
returned. 


He may have been wealthy 
at one point, but friends and 
family say the man left his 
dental practice and went into 
real estate, including the par- 
tial purchase of a Jerusalem 
hotel. 

But he reportedly lost ev- 
erything when the Canadian 
real estate market crashed in 
the late 1980s and became 
delusional. 


no 


But his name was on the 
lips of just about everyone in 
the Jewish community, de- 
spite the fact, that few people 


Israeli TV reported that 
the man, initially described as 
one of the richest Jews in 
Canada, has been using the 
home as a base for his fun- 
draising. and that he has 
transferred money to the 
Amir family. But here, there 


"The individual represents 
no one, and we are surprised 
that any credibility is being 
ascribed to these fanciful 
claims.” said Manuel Pruts- 
chi, director of the Canadian 
Jewish Congress’s Ontario 
region. “It is hard to conceive 


of anyone associating them- 
selves with such an en- 
deavour.” 

There was no confirmation 
here of whether the man’s 
son served in the same army 
unit as Amir, or whether the 
son went to yeshiva with him. 

A report in last Sunday’s 
Toronto Sun said the man 
tned to hire a lawyer in Israel 
a week after Yitzhak Rabin's 
murder. 

But Tel Aviv lawyer David 
Heimovitz reportedly rumed 
the man down, saying he did 
not have the time to net 
involved in the case. 

Heimovitz said the Toron- 
to man claimed to have been 
authorised by Amir’s parents 
to find a suitable lawyer 
after they rejected a court- 
appointed lawyer. 



Soviet satellite 
burns in Earth’s 
atmosphere 


MOSCOW (R) _ 

Fragments of an old Soviet 
satellite may have plunged 
into the Pacific Ocean 
southeast of Hawaii 
Sunday after the Kosmos- 
39S craft burned up on re- 
entering the atmosphere, 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported. The agency said 
the two-tonne research 
craft launched nearly 25 
years ago. penetrated the 
atmosphere at 11.09 p.m. 
Moscow time Sunday 
(2009 GMT) and was 
destroyed by the heat. “It is 
possible certain small- 
sized dements of the 
device reached the surface 
of the ocean southeast of 
the Hawaiian Islands at 
11.15 p.m.,” TASS said It 
did not say how far from 
the U.S. island state the 
fragments might have 
been. P.usstan military 
space forces had said last 
week some fragments 
weighing more than 200 
kilogrammes might reach 
the Earth's surface 
although its main bulk 
would bum up. Some pans 
of the satellite's engine and 
oxygen containers, made of 
metal capable of with- 
standing high tempera- 
tures, had been expected to 
come down. Kosmos-398 
was launched in February. 
1971, from Baikonur 
Cosmodrome carrying the 
prototype of an engine 
which Soviet scientists 
hoped would be able to fire 
a rocket to the moon. The 
craft was four days in Earth 
orbit and then, when tests 
were completed, it was 
moved into an outer orbit 
as space junk. It had been 
edging gradually closer to 
re-entry ever since. 


Amateur finds 
planet with garden 
telescope 


LONDON (R) — An ama- 
teur astronomer in Britain 
has discovered a tiny plan-, 
et 400 million miles (645 
million kilometres) from 
Earth with a telescope 
rigged up in his garden 
shed. “I’ve been stargazing 
since I was 1 1 years old but 
I never thought anything 
like this would happen to 
me,” George Sallit said 
after the discovery of Sallit 
One was verified by 
experts at Harvard Univer- 
sity and the Smithsonian 
Institute in the United 
States. It is one of several 
thousand minor planets in 
the solar system. Mr. Sallit, 
43. found the 20- mile (32- 
kilometres) diameter planet 
between Mars and Jupiter 
quite by chance when 
scouring the universe. At 
first he thought it might 
have been a scratch on his 
lens, he told the Times 
newspaper. He thanked his 
wife Jennifer who con- 
stantly brings him cups of 
tea in his shed. He said: 
“When I told her, I'd found 
a new planet, she said: 
“That's nice dear’.” 


■ .■ .. 


Filipino Police nab 
suspect in death 
of Japanese 


ZAMBOANGA. Philip- 
pines (jM=P) — A suspected 
pimp is facing murder 
charges for the fatal stab- 
bing of a 57-year old 
Japanese man in this south- 
ern Philippine city, police 
said Monday. Gilbert 
Sakalian. who had long 
eluded police since the 
SepL 17 slaying of Keijiio 
Akimoto, 57, of Yokosuka 
was caught by police in his 
hideout in Santa Catalina 
village late Satnrday. 
Superintendent Demetrio 
Maylas of the Zamboanga 
City Police said. Mr. 
Maylas said Mr. Sakalian. 
an alleged pimp, was posi- 
tively identified by four 
other suspects who were 
earlier arrested a few days 
after Akimoto’s killing- 
Among the four were two 
alleged prostitutes who 
were last seen with 
Akimoto before his death. 
Mr. Maylas added. 
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